
Group gives voters information 
Project Vote Smart 
provides voters with 
non-biased information 
about candidates 

By Teri Meeuwsen 
Higher Education Reporter 

It’s one of those years again. 
Voters have a mess of informa- 

tion to sift through during elec- 
tion year. Each candidate stands 
up for his or her views on any giv- 
en issue while the mud flies be- 
tween opponents. So much starts 

flying so fast, how do voters know 
what is true and what is just can- 

didate-bashing? 
One way is by using Project 

Vote Smart, a national non-parti- 
san organization that focuses on 

providing citizens with unbiased 
information about the political 
system, candidates and elected of- 
ficials. 

“It’s the only place of its kind,” 
said Jennifer Stewart, internship 
director of Project Vote Smart. 
“It's really important because it 
gives out non-biased info, and 
that’s important because when it 
comes down to it, all that voters 
are relying on are the 60-second 
sound bites.” 

Every legislative candidate 
and race in each state is covered 
and researched through the Na- 
tional Political Awareness Test, 
and the information is made 
available over the Voter’s Re- 
search Hotline and the Vote 
Smart Web site, she said. The 
project also publishes a re- 

porter’s source book, Vote Smart 
Web Yellow Pages and a self-de- 
fense manual to help voters and 
researchers find information 

about any candidate. 

During the 1992 election year, 
Project Vote Smart received more 
than 200,000 calls, with 34,000 
on election day alone. The pro- 
ject tracked approximately 1,300 
candidates at all government lev- 
els. 

The project was founded by for- 
mer Senators Barry Goldwater. 
George McGovern, Bill Bradley, 
Mark Hatfield and other national 
leaders. Approximately 90 per- 
cent of the research and work is 
done by volunteers and college 
interns, Stewart said. 

“We're a really young staff,” 
she said. “There are less than 20 

people in both Project Vote Smart 
centers. We don’t know what 
we’d do without the interns.” 
The internship program allows 
students from across the country 
and around the world to be di- 
rectly involved at the two major 
centers in the United States: one 
in Boston and the other in Corval- 
lis. 

"Being in Corvallis gives us the 
distance we need from Washing- 
ton to be unbiased,” Stewart 
said. 

Students spend an average of 
10 weeks in the basement of lec- 
ture halls at Oregon State Univer- 
sity or Northeastern University 
doing political research, answer- 

ing calls on the Voter’s Research 
Hotline, creating press releases, 
tracking current legislation and 
stuffing envelopes. 

Gundula Stoll, a journalism 
graduate from Germany, said 
working at Project Vote Smart is 
very interesting. 

“It’s something I’ve never done 

before," she said. “I’m learning a 

lot about the political system and 
what’s important to the U.S. polit- 
ical system. I didn't regret coming 
here a single day.” 

Students and recent graduates 
majoring in political science, 
communications and journalism 
are encouraged to apply, al- 
though all majors are accepted. 
Scholarships are available based 
on need. 

Students have a good chance at 

getting good internships or jobs 
after working at Project Vote 
Smart, Stewart said. 

“There are students who got in- 
ternships at the state capital or in 
Washington," she said. “It’s very 
prestigious. II [the employers] are 

getting a student who interned 
with us, they know they are get- 
ting someone who is accurate, re- 
sourceful and really good at get- 
ting info.” 

Project Vote Smart is supported 
through individual memberships 
and foundation grants that are 

specific to certain programs, 
Stewart said. 

"We have over 50,000 mem- 

bers who are interested in vari- 
ous programs,” she said. “They 
believe in the program so much 
they want it available to every- 
one. We don't accept funds 
from any government organiza- 
tions or lobbying groups. 
There’s no appearance of them 
anywhere.” 

For more information about the 
internship program, or to help 
sort out the upcoming elections, 
call 1-800-622-SMART, or visit 
the Project’s Web site at 

www.vote-smart.org. 
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Qei the Heat Deal 

I Any 16" One 
^ 

I Item Pizza 
- Plus 2 
I FREE 

122 oz. 

Soft 

| Drinks lor Only 

I 686-5808 
Limited delivery area. Not valid 

with any other otter. Expires 3/2/98. 

WE ACCEPT UP PURCHASE ORDERS 

1 Item Pizza 
Plus 1 Free 

it^O-3E Any 12" Two ^ / 
| 22*oz! SoirDrink Only {686~5808 | 

FREE DELIVERY 
INCLUDING 

UO CAMPUS! I 

Eugene Hotline 686~5808 
824 Charnelton Street 

Quick Service and a lair Vricem 
http://www.efn.org/-sgazette/pizzapipeline.html 

jejttft* EMU News 
Check out the EMU WEB PACE for the latest EMU/ASUO event and renovation information 
http://darkwing.woregon.edu/ emumain/____— 
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your entertainment 
connection! 
We are a ticket outlet for the Hult 
Center, Fastixx, Wow Hall, University 
Theater, LCC Theater, U of O men’s 
basketball, and other area venues. 

Come see us or charge by 
phone 346-4363. 

UKOIMOTTI! 
Eugene Symphony 
2/19 Hult Center 

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies 
2/20 WOW Hall 

Gallagher 
2/20 Hult Center 

Hit Methany 
2/21 Hult Center 

Marat Sade 
2/15 tO 2/21 Actor’s Cabaret 

Laughter on the 23rd Floor 
Weekends until 2/28 Actor’s Cabaret 

/ 
Ticket Office Hours: 
9:30a.m.-7:30p.m.. Mon-Fri,10a.m.- 
4p.m. Saturday, 12p.m.-4p.m. Sunday 

.SUBWAY* 

Parly iSah Contest on ^Sundays 
Come to the EMU Subway Cart on Sundays and enter 
to win a 3-foot Party Sub for the Following Saturday. 

Men's Lacrosse Game 
on Southbank Field 

• Sat. Feb. 21, 1 p.m. 
• Sun. Feb. 22, Noon 

Women's Volleyball 
Tournament 

Gerlinger B-54 & 352 
• Sat. Feb. 21,9 a.m. 

Would you like ho learn hour ho: 
make jewelry, build 

furniture, fix your bike or 

make a clay pot? 
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I can't contain my excitement 

We thought so. 
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lower level EMU*346-4361 
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/-craf tctr 


