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The members of Pearl Jam improvise during a jam session. The photo appears inside the album ‘Vs.’

Yield: Experimental song included

speaks in his baritone voice over
Beck-esque bass lines, a factory
whistle and Beach Boys style back-
up vocals. “I'm like an opening
band for the sun,” concludes the
song, finalizing its unearthly feel.

“Brain of J.” is the album’s
equivalent to “Spin the Black Cir-
cle” off “Vitalogy,” and “MFC”
sounds like the third part in a se-
ries that began with ‘Vs.”
“Rearviewmirror” and “Vitalo-
gy's” “Corduroy.”

and the songs on “Yield" are no
exception. Stone Gossard’s “No
Way” is a sarcastic lash at apathy.
“I've stopped trying to make a dif-
ference ... I'm not trying to make a
difference, no way," strains Ved-
der in a way that is almost believ-
able, except for the biting, sardonic
tinge behind his voice. And “Do
the Evolution” is a brilliant song
that makes fun of one of Pearl
Jam's favorite targets — humans,
“I'mahead ... I'm advanced ... I'm

Vedder's cynical vocals are
chunky, grungy guitars that would
make fellow Seattlites Mudhoney
proud.

The recent release by Pearl Jam
is a welcome landing into well-de-
veloped and refined musical terri-
tory.

Still, that territory is new
ground for the band, who had ob-
vious fun with the album, enjoy-
ing the exploration of a new musi-
cal sound.
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