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BEST BETS

INCAA Men's Basketball
South Carolina vs. Vanderbilt,
ESPN (34), 6:30p.m.

SPORTS

Finley calls it a career

The Oregon wrestling head coach will step down after 28 years and more than 300 career wins

Tin gg—g”
(enne
i 1961: Finished sec-
ond at the NCAA

Championships at 137
pounds

& 1962: Named the
outstanding wrestler at
AAU Greco-Roman
Championships

# 1963: Captured gold
medal at Pan-American
Games

# 1964: Finished
fourth at Olympic
Games in Greco-Ro-
man

# 1967: Became head
coach at Reedsport
High School

# 1970: Named head
coach at Oregon

#1972: first took
Ducks to NCAA Cham-
pionships

#1975: Voted Pac-8
coach of the year after
16-2-1 record with the
Ducks

#1982 Voted Pac-10
coach of the year after
14-4 season

# 1984: Named USA
Wrestling's Coach of
the Year after leading
U.S. Olympic team to
four medals

# 1997: Recorded
300th win of career
against Southern Ore-
gon

The PGA plans
to use
videotaped
testimony by
golf legends
Arnold Palmer
and Jack
Nicklaus

By Joel Hood
Sports Reporter

Ron Finley, who has led Oregon to more
victories than any coach in school history
and who has brought Duck wrestlers to 22
NCAA Championship appearances in 28
years, will retire at the end of the season,
he said at a press conference Monday.

The Oregon Athletic Department has not
named a replacement.

Addressing a crowd of about 60 people
at the Casanova Center, a teary-eyed Finley
said his reasons for leaving were numer-
ous: partly financial, partly because he felt
he had given all he could to the team and
the program, and partly because it felt like
the right time to do so.

“This just feels like this is the right time
to step down and let someone else have
their chance,” an emotional Finley said. “A
coach should never stay in a program so
long that he becomes ineffective. I can't do
all of the things that I used to do. It really
just felt like the right time.”

Finley has led the No. 19 Ducks to a 7-3-
1 overall record this season and a 4-2-1
record in the Pacific-10 Conference.

“I think the program is in good stand-
ing,” Finley said. “We're ranked national-
ly, we're still in the upper echelon of the
Pac-10 and we have a solid freshman class
coming in. I've had a lot of great things
happen to me in my career. It was impor-
tant for me to leave on good terms."”

Finley has led the Ducks to eight win-
ning seasons in the last 10 years and has
guided Oregon to four consecutive fourth-
place finishes in the Pac-10. Last season, he
produced his 19th and 20th All-Americans
and led the Ducks to a tie for 14th place al
the NCAA Championships

His announcement came as a surprise t
many of his wrestlers.

“I had heard rumors that he might retire

T : e  the season,” 158- Se:
NICKMEDLEY/Emerald B¢ the end of the season,” 158-pound Sean

Morgan said. “But I was still surprised to
Coach Ron Finley announces through tearful eyes that this season will be his last with the Ducks, Finley was BRI S5 ; ;
optimistic about the future of wrestling at the University.

Magistrate hears
first witnesses

By Jeff Barnard
The Associated Press

Casey Martin limped to court Monday
seeking to play on the professional golf
tour the only way he can — using a cart.

Martin, afflicted with a rare circulato-
ry disorder that makes walking long dis-

tances painful, has

already generated an

MARTI Dutpuurging of sup-

! /' port with his Nike “I

Can” TV ad and a

Capitol Hill news

. conference last week

i where he won the

backing of former
presidential candidate Bob Dole.

“From a public opinion standpoint,
it's a loser,” PGA Tour commissioner
Tim Finchem acknowledged before
heading into court. “This is a very unfor-
tunate system we find ourselves in, hav-
ing to litigate whether a fellow we think
a great deal of can play the game.”

Martin, hobbling on his frail right leg,
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still no word from top running backs

With signing day approaching, Oregon
has not received an oral commitment
JSrom any of the four beavily recruited

prep backs

FODTBALL Belisle is a 6-foot-

With one day left before signing day, the Oregon football
team is still attempting to land a big-name prep running
back and Marshfield High School standout Mike Belisle.

There are four outstanding running backs coming out
of California high schools who have yet to make an oral
commitment. Signing any of the four would be tremen-

dous for the Ducks.

2 T 6, 290-pound Pa-
1{C{}‘U itin L‘i rade A‘“~A‘meri(:ﬂn
¢ offensive lineman
Repor[ whois considering
_ offers from Wash-
; by Ryan Frank ington, Stanford
and Oregon.
DeShaun Foster is the crown jewel of running backs
remaining to commit. Heis a 6-1, 205-pound nmnmg
back from Tustin, Calif., who some call one of nation’s
top two running backs.

Turn to BACKS, Page 8

Losses drop Cardinal to second- place tie

rizona ended one streak and be-
gan another in beating the for-

merly undefeated Stanford Car-
dinal on the road last Thursday.

Stanford had begun the season 18-0 but
quickly found itselftied for second in the
Pacific-10 Conference with UCLA after los-
ingto Arizona State on Saturday. The Cardi-
nal will attempt to end its two-game losing
streak Wednesday at California before fac-
ing Connecticut on Saturday in a nationally
televised game.

While it didn’t signal success for the

team, sophomore forward Mark Madsen re-
turned to action for Stanford over the week-
end, scoring 15 points and grabbing five re-
bounds in 14 minutes of the Cardinal’s
overtime loss to the Sun Devils,

Madsen was leading the conference in
shooting percentage when he suffered a stress
fracture in hisright foot in early January. -
Acouple of dopes Rob

Two former Pac-10 hoopsters were sus-
pended from the Fresno St;;le roster during Moseley

Turn to MEN, Page 12
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