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Group calls for new housing code

Concerned students
gathered to discuss a
proposed housing code

By Michael Burnham
Community Editor

A newly formed group of
ASUQ, student and community
representatives discussed ways to
get a draft of a housing code
passed through the City Council
at a meeting Friday aﬁemnon But
as the group con- | '
siders how to pass
the code, the Uni- |
versity and many
property owners
are expressing op-
position to its pas-
sage.

The meeting marked the first
such gathering of concerned Uni-
versity students who want to set
habitability standards for city
housing and give renters more
leverage in rental disputes with
property owners.

The proposed housing code
was drafted by the City Council-
directed Department Advisory
Committee in June 1995. The
scope of the code was expanded
to adopt most of the state housing
on an interim basis in July 1996.

The council reviewed a com-
pleted draft of the code on Nov.
10, but has not taken any further
action since that time. The city
used to have a housing code in
place that set minimum standards
for tenant habitability, but the
code was eliminated in 1983 be-
cause of budget reductions. Cur-
rently, the city has no way to en-
force the state housing code
without a city code in place.

“I have a general feeling right
now that it’s not in the best inter-
ests of Councilor [Bobby] Lee to
bring it up,” ASUO President Bill
Miner said at Friday’s meeting.

In a separate interview, Lee
said he does not want to set a
council agenda for additional dis-
cussion of the code until Univer-
sity housing representatives, the
ASUO and students target and de-
fine specific items they want in-
cluded in a housing code.

Currently, University Housing
is against the proposed housing
code because of the additional
cost it would place on student
renters.

As of Friday's meeting, Miner
said the ASUO had not attempted
to contact University Housing
representatives to consolidate
their stance on the housing code.

¢¢ The University
administration, the
ASUO and property
mandadgement
representatives need to
come together and
develop one plan. ??

Bobby Lee
City Councilor

“At this point in time, the Uni-
versity administrators are against
the housing code,” Lee said. “The
University administration, the
ASUO and property management
representatives need to come to-
gether and develop one plan.”

Lee suggested that a discussion
of the code should lead to a new
committee that would define
what all entities want out of a
housing code.

The group’s next meeting will
take place Friday, Jan. 30 at 10
a.m. The location of the meeting
has not yet been determined. For
meeting information, contact Bill
Miner at 346-0624.
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