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Center offers Hepatitis B vaccine

The Hepatitis B virus can
be transmitted through
sexual conduct and the
use of needles

By Kari Thorene
Higher Education Reporter

“The Hepatitis B virus is 10
times more common and 10
times more transmittable than
HIV,"” said Gerald Fleischli, di-
rector of the University Student
Health Center.

Hepatitis B can cause of a
range of liver problems, includ-
ing liver failure and liver cancer.
According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, be-
tween 140,000 and 320,000 per-
sons are infected annually in the
United States; between 70,000
and 160,000 develop symptoms
of the infection.

Hepatitis B is directly respon-
sible for 140 to 320 deaths per
year and contributes to 5,000 and
6,000 deaths from chronic liver
disease per year, according to the
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“The tragedy is it is complete-
ly preventable,” Fleischli said.

While a vaccine for the virus
has been available since 1982,
many  University students
haven't been immunized, Fleis-
chli said.

“Hepatitis B is transmitted just
like HIV — through sexual con-
tact and IV [intravenous] drug
use,” Fleischli said.

Symptoms for Hepatitis B in-
fection include jaundice, fatigue,
abdominal pain, loss of appetite,
intermittent nausea and vomit-
ing.

The CDC recommends that
everyone get immunized, Fleis-
chli said, because the organiza-
tion found that only targeting
high-risk groups didn't signifi-
cantly affect incidence of infec-
tion. The CDC recommends that
all babies get their first shot
while still in the hospital.

For the immunization, a per-
son needs three shots in a se-
quence that lasts for months,
Fleischli said.

Students who haven’t been
immunized can get the shots at
the health center, Fleischli
said. And if they are under 18-
years-old, students can get vac-
cinated for a greatly reduced
cost.

“The federal government has
given a grant to the state under
the Vaccines for Children pro-
gram,” Fleischli said. “Under
that, Hepatitis B immunization is
free, except maybe for an admin-
istrative charge.”

For students who qualify for
free immunization under the pro-
gram, the health center adminis-
trative charge is $6 a shot. The
cost for those who don't qualify
is $40 per shot.

The federal government does
not subsidize any shots after a
student’s 19th birthday, so if the

Hepatitis B

8 WHAT: The Hepatitis B virus,
which can cause chronic liver
disease and primary liver cancer
B AT RISK: Primarily sexually
active people and intravenous
drug users; also infants born to
infected mothers, health care
workers, Hemodialysis patients
I TRANSMISSION: Hepatitis B is
blood borne like the HIV virus. It
can be transmitted through sex-
ual contact, shared needles for
intravenous drug users and peri-
natally (from mother to new-
born)

M PREVENTION: Three-shot vac-
cination over a period of months

SOURCE: The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention He-
patitis B fact sheet

student turns 19 during the im-
munization sequence (for exam-
ple, the birthday comes between
the second and third shot), the
student has to pay the full $40 for
the next shot.

However, the health center
has received state funds to sub-
sidize students until age 20,
Fleischli said. Therefore, stu-
dents can get Hepatitis B immu-
nization for $6 a shot at the
health center right up to their
20th birthday. After that, each
shot will cost $40, even if the
student started the sequence be-
fore turning 20.
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i  |JADE PALACE !
CANTONESE & SZECHUAN I

| CUISINE 9 |
1 Professional Wok Cooking |
1 | On any Adult or I
{ e Senior Dinner Buffet |
| ‘g -‘% ﬁ offer good thru 2/28/98 :
I I
| | ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET | |
|8 Soft Drink and Ice Tea Included |
ILE 906 W. 7th Eugene » 344-9523 » closed Monday !

Show Your Student Body Card and
Receive 10% Off of Regplar
Priced Merchandise

Craft World has paint, brushes,
paper, canvas and more.

Eugene Springfield
1333 W. 7th Ave. 2090 Olympic Street
687-8546 726-6903

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m.- 9 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
. . e J

Check out the EMU WEB PAGE :
hitp://darkwing.voregon.edu/" emumain/

THE £MU

connection!

other area venues.

0N SALE HOW!

Sister Hazel
1/30 wow Hall
- Rubber Neck
- 1/31 wow Hall
j Eugene Opera presents
Don Giovanni
2/6 & 8 Hult Center

TICUET 0FFICE

your entertainment

We are a ticket outlet for the Hult
Center, Fastixx, Wow Hall,
University Theater, LCC Theater,
U of O men’s basketball, and

Come see us or charge by
phone 346-4363.

18th Annual O Craft Center

p Family Album Show
~An Art Exhibit by Craft Center Staff

Opening R(?wpli—nn: January 30, 1998
S5pmto 7 pm
EMU Fir Room
Showdates: January 31 to February 8
Weekdays: 11am to 5pm
Weekends: 1pm to 4pm

Craft Center #346-4361
http:/ / darkwing.uoregon.edu/ ~craftctr

Winter Recruitment

Recruitment is designed to fit the attitudes and
lifestyles of all types of college men and women.
Recruitment includes a variety of fun and casual

s in full swing!

World Famous potter
Don Reitz is coming to the
Uof O:

Free Lecture
Friday, January 30

s | - -

January 29, 30 & 31, 9:30-4:30
Students: $10 a day
Non-Students: $25 first day
& $10 each additional

Student  Scholarship  Nomin
ation for ‘e out and about
for Winter Term, If you would
like to nominate one of '
fellow studemt emplo for
this award, you can furm Sponsored by the Department of Fine
either from your super visor or and Applied Arts
in the administration office of

the EMU. D

missions is Febrwary fith

For Registration and Information
contact the Craft Center at #346-4361

CULTURAL FORUM
rurn | is

accepting applications
for student coordinator positions: |

Hine for sih

e T ey

1998/1999
National
Music Heritage
Music
Performing
Arts Films

Dance Theater

of Oregon

2/13 Hult Center

Boys Choir of Harlem
2/14 Hult Center

Ticket Office Hours:
9:30a.m.-7:30p.m. Mon-
Fri,10a.m.-4p.m. Saturday,
12p.m.-4p.m, Sunday

activities to give you the opportunity to meet chapter
members and become acquainted with the Greek System.
Recruitment is a great way to gain leadership experience,
serve your community, and make friends.

Come check it out!

Rush registration forms are available
in Suite 7 of the EMU (Greek Life Office),

or by calling (541)346-1153.

Regional 3

Music Visual
. I Arts
‘Contemporary

Issues

Positions begin Spring Term
Student positions only

EMU - Suite 2

The CF is an EO/AA employer
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