
Oregon 68, Arizona 66 
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Oregon head coach Jody Range (background) and the Oregon players celebrate daring the second half of the Ducks' 

Win: Arizona had runs of 10-0 and 11 -0 in first half 
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times, got the ball back, then jumped to- 
ward the basket and let the game-win- 
ning shot fly. It was just her fourth bas- 
ket in 12 attempts from the field. 

“I thought Natalie Hughes really did a 

good job, broke down our defense, then 
hit the jumper,” said Bonvicini, whose 
team dropped into a second-place tie 
with the Ducks at 5-2. 

Hughes’ last-second heroics almost 
overshadowed the spectacular night of 
reserve Natasha O'Brien. 

The 5-foot-ll junior from West Beach, 
Australia, was the most unlikely of he- 
roes. She was supposed to provide an of- 
fensive spark for the Ducks this season, 
but had yet to score more than 11 points 
in a game and was averaging just 2.2 a 
contest in conference play. 

Thursday was her breakout game. 
O’Brien, who missed the 1996-97 sea- 

son because of an NCAA suspension for 
competing in a semi-professional league, 
scored seven points during a crucial 15-4 

Oregon run to start the second half, and 
her three-pointer tied the game at 42 with 
14:26 to play. 

She hit nine of her 14 attempts from 
the field, including four of seven from 
behind the three-point line, to finish 
with 22 points. 

“I think a lot of people, including 
Tash, have been wondering where she's 
been, and I’m telling you, that’s a great 
boost for her confidence,” Runge said, 

Reserve Nicole Strange joined O’Brien 
in providing a shot in the Ducks’ arm off 
the bench when she came in and scored 
six straight Oregon points to put the 
Ducks in front 61-55 with 3:49 left. 

“That’s the sign of a great team when 
you’re bench kids come in and [play 
well],” Runge said. 

At halftime, it didn’t seem likely 

Strange, O’Brien or any Oregon player 
could have brought the Ducks back. 

Arizona, despite 15 first-half turnovers, 
used a 10-0 run and an 11-0 run to lead by 
as many as 12 on four occasions in the 
first hal f and took a 38-27 lead into the 
locker room. 

The Wildcats hit 73.9 percent from the 
field in first half (Oregon shot 32.4) and 
outrebounded the Ducks 18-10. 

"I thought we played scared in the 
first half,” Runge said. 

The second half was a very different 
story. 

Oregon scored 12 of the first 14 points 
in the second half to pull within one, 40- 
39, and O’Brien’s three-pointer tied the 
score at 42 two minutes later. 

The Wildcats retook the lead briefly at 
45-44 two minutes later, but after 
O’Brien scored on the next possession, 
the Ducks never trailed again. 

Reserves: Strange 
excels after half 
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A strong rebound and putback with 10:40 remaining 
gave Oregon its first lead, 44-42, since it was up 5-4 with 
17:17 left in the first half. 

Another O'Brien jumpshot from the left corner put 
the Ducks one up after the Wildcats regained the lead, 
then her final three, wide open from the right side, gave 
Oregon its biggest lead of the night to that point, 40-45 
with 9:23 left. 

O'Brien then passed the proverbial baton over to the 
other hero of the night, Nicole Strange, who played just 
one minute in the first half. 

"1 was confused why I wasn’t playing," said Strange, 
who has started 10 games this season but came off the 
bench Thursday. 

She more than made up for it, scoring all eight of her 
points in the final 5:51. 

“I wanted the ball so bad," she said, “and 1 just kept 
shooting every time I got it." 

It kept going in. All her shots were short- to medium- 
range jumpers, including three in a row, the second as 
she was fouled, which gave Oregon a six-point lead, 01- 
55, with 3:49remaining. 

“That’s her shot right there,” Oregon forward Brianne 
Meharry said, "All those shots she took, the baseline 
jumpers, stuff like that, that’s how she plays and that’s 
her strength. I think that obviously helped us a lot. She 
hit some key baskets." 

Strange’s final two points came on a jumper in the 
middle of the lane with the shot clock winding down. 
The bucket gave Oregon a four-point cushion after the 
Wildcats cut a seven-point deficit to two. 

A couple of jumpers by the Wildcats tied the game 
and set up Hughes’ dramatics. 

Strange finished four for five from the field in nine 
very productive minutes. 

“1 missed the first shot and sometimes when I miss 
the first one 1 put my head down,” Strange said, “but I 
didn’t, I just kept shooting and they kept going in, thank 
God.” 

For O’Brien, the game was a coming out party of sorts 
after slowly returning to form because she sat out last 
season because of a suspension handed down by the 
NCAA. 

"It’s taken me awhile to get used to (playing again], 
and I just had to take advantage of my chance when I got 
it tonight, and I made the most of it. I’m glad I’ve started 
toget things going," O’Brien said. 

She said she became more and more confident as 
more and more shots began to fall. 

“When I first got out there,” she said, “I took a few 
shots that didn’t drop and I thought ’Here we go, I’m not 

gonna be out here long,’ but then I hit a couple in a row 

and it was just ‘give me the ball.” 
Yes, Hughes was the hero, but without Strange and 

O’Brien, the Ducks would have never been in position to 

pull out the win. 

Emerald CLASSIFIEDS Call 346-4343 
or stop by Suite 300 EMU 

to place your ad today 

100 LOST & FOUND 
Rachael at Doc's Pad 

I gave you my silver cuff bracelet 
with turquoise ant. Please return. 

Call Stephanie 485-7274 

At 344-0759, ROBIN is GRAD 
SCHOOL APPROVED. 20-year 
thesis/dissertation background. 

Term papers. Full resume service. 
Editing. Laser pr. ON CAMPUS! 

Pro/Edit 
Editing • Writing Assistance • Typing 
Graphics/Text Scanning Resumes 

741-7553 

$$Give Me Five!$$ 
Run your “FOR SALE" ad (items 
under $1,000) for 5 days. If the 
item(s) doesn't sell, call us at 

346-4343 and we'll run your ad 
again for another 5 days FREE! 

^Student/Private Party Ads Only«No Refunds 
^ 

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
Bride changed her mind! Beautiful 
ivory jasmine silk wedding dress. 
Sleaveless includes bolero jacket. 
Never been worn. Veil included. Size 
6 $980 346-2478 or (818) 560-1103 

Emerald City Comics 
Your store tor comics, games, 
Anime. 770 E. 13th 345-2568 

Finished Futon Furniture Single 
$130; Double $145; Queen $165. All 

platform beds, coffee and end ta- 
bles. Call 686-1842 message. 

Queen futon w/ wood frame in 

good shape. $250 344-5632, leave 
message or call after 7 p.m. 

Montgomery Ward stackload wash- 
er and dryer, 2 years old. Great for 
small apartment. $400.342-5959. 

Take a break, have tun ! 
Check out sec 

tions 305-315 

095 PERSONALS 
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Heart Beats 
'jent/ono to 
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only *5! 
•Heart Beats will run in the 

Emerald on Fri., Feb. 13. 
• Call 346-4343 to place 

your Heart Beat today, or stop 
by the Emerald Classified 

Office, Suite 300, EMU 

• Deadline: 
1 pm, Wednesday, February 11th 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA 
1223 W. 22nd, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0156 • (319) 273-5960 • 

http://www.uni.edu/campadv or camp.adventre@uni.edu 

Be part of the 
MAGIC! 

Camp Adienture™ 
is currently 

taking 
applications for 
summer 1998. 

Previous 
experience 

with children 
preferred. 

Camp Adi'enture™ 
provides 

youth programs 
worldwide. 

1998 Locations: 
• USA 
•Japan 
• Okinawa 
• Korea 
• China 
• Germany 
• Russia 
• England 
• Belgium 
• Holland 
• TVirkey 
• Hong Kong 

Lamp Adventure™ 
YOUTH SERVICES 1998 

Informational meetings: 
Tuesdayjanuary 27 in Room 104 Condon a( 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 28 in Room 104 Condon at 7:00 p.m. 
Questions? Call Carol at 541-259-4033 or email cmflinn@proaxis.com 

• 12 Hours University Credit • Living Stipend • Paid Travel 
• Worthwhile Experience with Youth • Fun 


