
Northwest Pacific Region 
Take Action on Capital Hill! 

Join the U.S. Student Association 
for the 

29th Annual Grassroots Legislative Conference 
and National Student Lobby Day! 

March 7-10, 1998 

Gallaudet University 
Washington D.C. 

• Learn all the hottest information about Congressional action 

affecting students 
• Take part in interactive workshops on crucial issues facing 

students today 
• Learn how to lobby Oregon's Senators and Representatives in D.C. 

Armed with the latest information on legislative issues, 
students will descend on Capital Hill! 

More information in the ASUO office, Suite 4 EMU or call 346-3724. 
Applications due Friday, lanuary 16th & interviews scheduled ASAP 

BEAPUTH 
Attend the 

Career & Internship Fair 
and get into the game. Take a walk on 

Network Avenue. Visit opportunity Place. 
Bring your resume and make 

valuable contacts. 

January 21 & 22 
11 am - 3 pm 
EMU Ballroom 

You can’t be a winner if 
you don’t play. 

At the two-day fair, the UO 
Career Center can help 
you win your first career 

job or find the right 
internship. More than 
50 companies and 
public agencies 
are sending repre- 
sentatives to the 
fair to find good 
candidates for 
their job and 
internship 
openings. 
They want 
to talk to 

you! 

The University of Oregon Is an equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed to 
cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

^ Check out Rhythm & Reviews 
in the Emerald every Friday 

for the latest in local entertainment! < 

Conference to focus on cults 
The program will cover 

topics ranging from cult 
recruitment to extremist- 

group mentality 
By Kari Thorene 
Higher Education Reporter 

“There is always the potential of 
violence with these groups,” said 
research analyst Robert Crawford 
about militia, white supremacists 
and other extremist groups. 

Crawford works for the Coali- 
tion for Human Dignity, a group 
that monitors extremist groups. 
These groups will be the focus of a 

conference organized by the Uni- 
versity Substance Abuse Preven- 
tion Program. “Destructive Cults, 
Conspiracies and Extremist 
Groups” will take place this Fri- 
day and Saturday. 

Program administrator Miki 
Mace said student complaints 
were the impetus for the confer- 
ence. “Occasionally, and through- 
out the year, I meet students who 
are using alcohol or drugs to mask 
having been racially abused or 

having been in cults,” she said. 
“It doesn’t happen in large pro- 

portion on campus, but large 
enough to warrant attention.” 

Keynote speaker Jack Levin, a 

Northeastern University sociology 
professor, will present “Cults, 
Conspiracies and Extremist 
Groups” on Friday. Levin has writ- 
ten or co-authored 18 books deal- 

ing with prejudice, violence, crim- 
inal homicide and social psychol- 
ogy- 

The conference will also in- 
clude presentations on Oregon 
cults, recruitment on college cam- 

puses, ritual abuse, the Internet as 

a recruitment tool and the Branch 
Davidian cult in Waco, Texas. 

Mace defined five characteris- 
tics that make a group a cult: the 
use of psychological coercion to 
recruit and retain members; the 
appearance of an elite society (e.g. 
many of the white supremacist 
groups); a charismatic, self-ap- 
pointed founding leader; belief 
that ends justify means in terms of 
recruitment and funding; and the 
funds gathered don’t benefit mem- 

bers or society as a whole. 
Crawford said the coalition has 

seen evidence of extremist groups 
in the Eugene area. “There has 
been skinhead activity and so- 

called Christian Patriot activity — 

those are the two main groups,” he 
said. 

The Christian Patriots are the 
largest segment of the white su- 

premacist movement, Crawford 
said. “They say that there are two 

types of citizens — ‘white state cit- 
izens’ and ‘14th Amendment citi- 
zens,’ who are minorities,” he 
said. 

Some of the actions Christian 
Patriot groups can involve them- 
selves in include setting up com- 

mon-law courts, where the group 

“claims they make the laws,” serv- 

ing as a base for the militia move- 

ment, and harassing other people 
by filing liens on their homes, 
Crawford said. 

The skinhead group Aryan 
Pride has been active in Eugene, 
and another skinhead group 
called Volksfront has recently dis- 
tributed literature here, Crawford 
said. 

These groups have a range of 
recruitment methods available to 
them, Crawford said, including 
leafletting and buying ad space in 
campus publications. California’s 
Committee for the Open Debate of 
the Holocaust, for example, has 
tried to purchase ad space in uni- 
versity newspapers, he said. 

Some groups set up conserva- 

tive or cultural organizations on 

campuses that in reality act as 
front organizations for suprema- 
cist groups, Crawford said. “They 
are supposed to gather to discuss 
having European heritage and 
culture, but the group leaders 
hold neo-Nazi and racist ideas," 
he said. 

The conference will be held on 

Friday and Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. each day in the Per- 
formance Hall at the Lane County 
Fairgrounds, 796 W. 13th Ave. 

Students can get two credits for 
completion of both sessions. Con- 
ference registration costs $80. 
Community members may enroll 
for $40. 

student to make zero tolerance proposal 
Sgt. Dave Poppe says there are not 

enough officers to enforce a zero 

tolerance policy completely 
By Jesse Sowa 
Community Reporter 

The zero tolerance policy implemented by the Eu- 
gene Police Department last fall will continue to be 
enforced, according to Sgt. David Poppe. 

Poppe said the idea for the policy resulted from the 
lack of responsibility by people and the lack of party 
control in the West University area, mainly during 
the month of October. 

The zero tolerance policy was created by the po- 
lice to crack down on first-time offenders and send a 

message to community offenders. 
Although Poppe said the police will continue to 

crack down on those who choose to break the laws, 
he understands the realization of zero tolerance is not 
likely. 

“We’ll never get to zero tolerance,” he said. “That’s 
an understatement.” 

Poppe said fewer available officers could reduce 
the amount of enforcement in the campus area. 

"We are going to enforce the law with the people 
we have,” he said. “If you’re underage and out there 
drinking, you’re taking a chance.” 

The Campus Community Relations Task Force, a 

group composed of Poppe and several other mem- 
bers of the campus community, was created to deal 
with various problems in the University area. 

The task force will most likely hear a proposal 
from a University student to transform the task force 
or create another group with better student repre- 
sentation. 

Aaron Week, a sophomore majoring in general 
science, said his proposal would allow students to 
become involved in problems such as landlord-ten- 
ant disputes and out-of-control parties. 

Week was to submit his proposal to the task force 
at a Dec. 8 meeting, but he did not attend because 
his idea was still in the planning stages. 

Week said he hopes to form a group or help the 
task force become one that is “constantly effective” 
when it comes to dealing with students’ concerns. 

lien's Basketball Is 
SI am m i n1 Hunger! 

Oregon vs. 

7:0j pm 
TONIGHT at liac Court! 
Brin; CANNED FOOD to Benefit 

Food For lane County for a Chance to Min 
Great Prizes from Downtown Athletic Club S Face The Music! 

UO students pick up your free tickets at tke 
EMU or tke Duck Ticket Office! 

Current UO I.D. Required 
For ticket information please call 346-4461 

Don l miss Oregon vs. Washington State 
Saturday, January 1 7111 at 3:05 pm at Mae Court! 

DO YOUR 

PART. 

THIS 

PAPER 


