Howard earns award
for sports marketing
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A national sports society
gave Professor Dennis
Howard top bonors

By Teri Meeuwsen
Higher Education Reporter

Dennis Howard, a marketing
professor at the University’s
James H. Warsaw Sports Market-
ing Center, has received the high-
est honor awarded by the North
American Society for Sports
Management — the Dr. Earle F.
Zeigler Award for excellence.

The society, which includes
scholars, students and profes-
sional sports marketers, repre-
sents the academic outlook in
sports management and market-
ing. A committee chooses a soci-
ety member each year to receive
the award."It's wonderful to be
recognized by my peers for hav-
ing made some kind of contribu-
tion to the area of sports market-
ing,” Howard said. “It's all very
much a surprise to me.”

Howard will deliver the clos-
ing speech on May 30 at the soci-
ety’s annual conference in Buffa-
lo, New York, where he will
receive a plaque honoring him
with the award.

Marketing Professor  Bob
Madrigal said Howard earned the
award for looking into many dif-
ferent aspects of sports market-
ing.

“Dennis is terrific,” he said.
“He’s done quite a bit of work in
sports marketing. He's looked
into fan behavior and other relat-
ed issues ... like the confluence
in business and sports in an aca-

demic sense.”

Howard, a specialist on the de-
velopment and marketing of
sports stadiums, joined the War-
saw center in the Charles H.
Lundquist College of Business
this year to help continue the
growing interest in sports mar-
keting. More than 200 colleges
and universities in the United
States have a sports marketing
program, he said. There are six
faculty members in the business
school that focus on sports and
21 classes dealing with sports
marketing and management.

“The commitment the [Univer-
sity] has made to the Warsaw and
to sports marketing is very im-
pressive,” Howard said. “It’s
pretty substantial.”

During his seven years as a
member of the society, Howard
has been on the editorial board of
the society’s publication, the
Journal of Sports Management,
and has presented research to
700 members on the growing
popularity of sports in business
and in the everyday lives of peo-
ple, he said.

“Sports has become a $200 bil-
lion industry,” he said. “It’s re-
ceived a lot more attention than
in the past. It's become such a big
part of our everyday culture,

“[Studies say] 70 percent of the
population read the sports sec-
tion every day. There is 47,000
hours of sports programming. Big
businesses like Disney are inter-
ested. The business landscape
around our area, like with Nike
and Adidas, is heavily into
sports. People are interested.”
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APPLY NOW TO BE A FRESHMAN INTEREST GROUP LEADER
Applications are available in 164 Oregon Hall. Application deadline February 6, 1998
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Help students adjust to college life
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Meet other highly motivated students
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