Be cool.

Make a
difference.

Change the
worlo.

L R R

19TH & AGATE W 683

Gilt Certificates Avanlable

THE GAME IS ON
AT DOC'S!!!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY DURING THE PLAYOFFS!

NFL Breakfast Specials
starting at $19%
(FROM 8:30am)

NFL Lunch Specials
Burger & Brew $3%

(MICROS OR DOMESTICS)

+ MICROBREWS AND COCKTAILS

+ BIG SCREEN SATELLITE SPORTS
+ LIVE ACOUSTIC JAM WEDNESDAYS AT 8pm

+ DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

S & LATE NIGHT DINING

DOC’S PAD

FERTMERRNTRIEEOM Sports Grill & Bar

TON|

GHT!

Duck Hoops

e

UNIVERSITY Vi

OF OREGON 4

e

O action!

nen's Basketball
e Pitl

h at Mac Court
to get in FREE!

the mﬁomotlonal table to

AIWA STEREO
rom the

. UO Bookstore!

88  Oregon Daily Emerald - Oregon Basketball

Thursday, January 8, 1998

Ty s

e NP S I 2R et T e e

RO T R i e e RS D SRR R

Women: Team lacks confidence

B Continued from Page 3B

cessful in ball games it is because
our guards haven't shot the ball
well.”

In Palo Alto, Calif., last Sunday,
Hughes and fellow guard Lisa
Bowyer combined for 17 points
while hitting only 39 percent of
their shots from the field. The re-
sult, not surprisingly to Runge,
was a 25-point loss.

However, Hughes disagrees
with the fact that the play of the
guards determines the outcome of
the team.

“Idon’t agree with blaming peo-
ple,” she said. “I don’t like ‘if we
play well then we win, and if we
play bad than we lose’ because
everyone has to play well, no mat-
ter if they're freshman, sophomore
or junior, senior. If we do that, play
as a team and play hard, that’s all
anyone can ask for.”

While Runge talked about the
guard play, Hughes said the
Ducks’ lack of confidence is a ma-
jor reason for them “not playing as
well as they can.”

“I think how we do in the first
half of the season, even these next
two games, will determine what's
going to happen the rest of the sea-
son,” Hughes said. “If we win, it
will give us confidence, which is
something we are lacking right
now."”

Runge agrees that total team ef-
fort is needed.

“I think just playing together,”
she said. “Ithink you need to have
good guard play every night. I
think as our young players devel-
op, the good thing about this team
is that our margin for improve-
ment is tremendous.”

Whatever it is Oregon needs to
get through the Pac-10 season suc-

cessfully, they must find it fast.

With three teams in the confer-
ence ranked in the top 25 (No. 7
Washington, No. 10 Arizona and
No. 14 Stanford), the road back to
the NCAA Tournament certainly
is not an easy one.

Last season, five teams from the
Pac-10 got into the tournament,
but Runge said it may be difficult
for her team to get back to where it
was last season without at least a
13-5 mark in conference play.

“Idon’t know if 12-6 will get us
in,” she said. “I think it depends a
lot on who those wins are against. I
think if we can beat Stanford,
Washington and Arizona each
once at some point in the season, [
think we might get in with 16. But
I think there’s got to be some big
wins and we’ve got to make sure
there aren’t losses in there that
shouldn’t be losses.”

Men: Kent says team can’t look ahead
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ground somehow, and that will be gained by our
mental preparation. If we do that, we will be a pretty

good basketball team.”

Despite the season-ending injury to center Mike
Carson, Kent cites the play of his big men and the

always be enough. The same will hold true against

defending Pac-10 champion UCLA and defending
national champion Arizona.

Oregon should be able to handle Washington

State and Southern California, and splitting the se-
ries against athletic Oregon State and Arizona State

team’s overall ability to shoot the ball as two of its
strengths.

Forward Jonathon Nelson has been the biggest
surprise — at least to outsiders — this season. The
junior, who was left for dead on former head coach
Jerry Green’s bench last season, has really taken off,
averaging 8.8 points and 5.1 rebounds. Sophomore
forward A.D. Smith and freshman forward Flo
Hartenstein will come off the bench to give the
Ducks some muscle under the basket.

But it is forward Henry Madden, Oregon's leading
scorer (14.3) and rebounder (5.3) who provides the
spark for the Ducks’ big men. Madden and guard Ja-  to win games. We're looking at the big picture and,
mar Curry are the two remaining seniors on the  in some cases, we may have to take a few steps
team, backward to get forward.

“We have been around the Pac-10,” Madden said “But, we are going to be very competitive this
about himself and Curry, “so we have to be leaders  year and we are going to catch some people off
and show the team that we know what it takes to  guard.”
win at this level. We also have to then go out and

should also be possible. Washington will definitely
give Oregon some matchup problems because of its
size inside with 7-foot Todd MacCulloch and 7-1
Patrick Femerling.

If Oregon wins more than six conference games, the
season should be considered a success. Don’t forget,
last season’s team won only eight conference games
on its way to the National Invitation Tournament.

“It is important for us to take one game at a time,”
Kent said. “We cannot look ahead even one game
because it is going to take so much focus on our part
to put ourselves in a position to have an opportunity
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execute and do our jobs.”

As it was proven against Stanford, that might not

With a team so young, inexperienced and still

working to find its identity, that is about all you can

expect.

Kent: Program accepted by Duck players
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ty of Oregon.”

Still, some have slipped
through the cracks. Talented
guard Tyron Manlove quit the
team and left school this past fall
term after struggling with his aca-
demics. And no doubt Kent
would like to have spent more
time with forward Andre !
who was academically disquali-
fied from the University at the
end of spring term last year.

“Everything he does prepares
you for life after basketball,” says
Oregon assistant manager Josh
Unruh, who played four seasons
for Kent at Saint Mary’s. “I be-
lieve that he really cares for you
and for what happens in your per-
sonal life and for what will hap-
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pen to you after basketball. He
wants tosucceed at basketball,
but he wants to succeed with
good people.”

The kicker of Kent's program is
that eventually it will lead to the
success of the basketball program
in the win column as well, which,
inthe today’s world of college
basketball, will ultimately be
how Kent is judged.

"My guys will graduate here
from the University,” Kent says.
“And eventually, as a program,
success will breed success, In-
coming freshmen will walk in
and they are going to see upper-
classmen with their lives in or-
der, theiracademics in order,
their career opportunities in or-
der, and it will all take care of it-

selfand the continuity will be in
place.”

One current upperclassman on
the Ducks is more than happy to
help set the foundation.

“Itseems like a blessing from
God that Coach Kent is here,”
Madden, a senior, says. “Heisa
person that really cares for you
both on and off the court, and he
really believes in academics.
When you have someone whore-
ally cares for you that much, you
can’t do anything but want him to
succeed. So you try to elevate
your game as much as you can for
him to be successful.”

With Kent, when it comes to
the success of his players in bas-
ketball and in life, the feeling is
mutual.
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