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Fresh: Runge excited about freshmen

# Continued from Page 6B

“We thought we would be able
to bring both [Wolvert] and Bri
alongalot slower than we are,”
Runge says, "but Ithink Bri, obvi-
ously, is playing when she gets in
thereand doing a great job.”

While Meharry was expected
to make some sort of an impact
early and earn some substantial
playing time, the 6-3 Wolvert,
from Camas, Wash., has been
more I"lféi Fill'[‘pl‘i.‘i(‘},

Earning a starting assignment
in four of the Ducks’ past five
games, Wolvert has officially tak-
en over the center spot vacated by
Mowe. She has averaged 10.2
points and 4.6 rebounds over
those past five games, including
season-highs of eight rebounds
against Kansas and 16 points
against California last Friday.

“Angelina is probably our most
athletic, physically strong player
we have in the postand so she’s
the heirapparent there,” Runge
says. “Athletically, she is very
gifted and that's really helping
her make the transition.”

Wolvert has shown flashes of
brilliance with a variety of strong
moves to the hoop and appears to
become more comfortable every
time she steps out on the court,

“[Against Kansas] was the first
timeI played where I knew what I
was doing, and 1 could do some-
thing with it,” Wolvert says. “It’s
not like I was just thinking ‘you
have to do this, you have to do
this, now you have to do this’. It
was more like I just know what
I'm doing. I'm a lot more comfort-
able.”

Meharry, for one, has been im-
pressed with not only the way
Wolvert has played, but also with
how she has responded to the dif-
ficulttask of trying toreplacea
player like Mowe.

“Angelinais playing great right
now,” Meharry says. “I think that
with Jenny gone, a lot of the pres-
sure has been put on her as one of
the big players inside and she’s
handled it very, very well. You
can tell that when you watch the
game.”

Meharry and Wolvert are re-
ceiving the playing time and
recognition now, but Runge is
also excited about the other mem-
bers of this freshmen class, most
notably guards Lindsey Dion and
Karen Piers and redshirt fresh-
man Shannon Thorne.

“Ithink the other freshmen are
real close to breaking through that
barrier,” Runge said before last
week's trip to the Bay Area. “I
think Shannon’s doing very, very
well and is real close to breaking
into getting some playing time, as
is Lindsey Dion.

“Ithink one of the things that
keeps them from getting that time
is how well Lisa [Bowyer], Nat
[Hughes] and Nicole [Strange] are
playingright now. I think in big
games when we haven't had
much of a margin to substitute a

The freshman class

& BRIANNE MEHARRY: A 6-1
forward who won four straight
state titles from the famed Ore-
gon City High School. The Glad-
stone native is leading the team
in scoring (13.4 per game) and
total rebounds with 55.

% ANGELINA WOLVERT: A6-3
power forward from Camas,
Wash., who has been equally as
impressive as Meharry in her
first season. In Pac-10 play, she
is second on the team in points,
averaging 12.5 per game.

8 LINDSEY DION: She has
played considerable less time
than Wolvert or Meharry, aver-
aging just 6.5 minutes per
game. But when on the floor,
Dion's tenacity and aggressive
play are easy to spot.

# KAREN PIERS: Stuck behind
starting point guard Natalie
Hughes, Piers has played just
71 minutes this season. Runge
said she is reluctant to throw a
freshmen in at a position that
commands so much leader-
ship, but is excited about Piers’
potential.

8 CAMBER ELINGSON AND
ReSHAWN LEWIS: As walk-
ons, the two freshman have yet
to play in a regular season
game, but have been playing
well in practice, Runge said.
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lot, that's where they've been kept
on the bench because of the con-
sistent play of those players, not
[because of] theirability to play.”

Dion, from Fresno, Calif., has
seen limited playing time but got
the breakthrough Runge predict-
ed in the Ducks’ win over Califor-
nia and was a bright spot coming
offthe bench as she provided
nine points and five rebounds in
17 minutes, all career highs.

Piers, a 5-7 point guard from
Truro, Nova Scotia, has the mis-
fortune of being stuck behind
Hughes, whois second on the
team in scoring with 13.3 points
pergame and leads the team in
minutes played with 31.5 perout-
ing,

“Ithink Karen is goingtobea
good playerin our program,”
Runge says. “I think her confi-
dence is not great right now, and [
think throwing a point guard into
the fire isalittle bit different than
throwing a post playerin, where
they have to handle the pressure
right on the front line and be re-
sponsible for running the offense
and not just their own job."

Piers says she understands the
situation and takesit all in stride.
“It's understandable because

[the guards] are so good,” she
says. “It's going to make me bet-
ter, playing against players [in
practice] who are so good.”

Rounding out the freshmen

class are walk-ons ReShawn
Lewis from Portland and Camber
Ellingson from Baker.

Although they have yet to play
inagame, Runge says: “Camber
and ReShawn are doing a great
job forus as well, doing a great job
in practice, learning things and
becoming better players them-
selves.”

There are a lot of differences be-
tween the high school and Divi-
sion I college game, differences
that can sometimes be too much
for freshmen to handle, but Runge
says this class is handling the
changes, both on and off the
court, just fine.

“Ithink everything is differ-
ent,” she says. “I don’t think there
are very many things that are the
same. The focus that’s required,
the commitment that’s required,
the preparation and the level of
complexity of offenses and de-
fenses—Ithink a lot of things are
very, very different from high
school.

“I'thinkit's very overwhelm-
ing. I'think it really takes them to
a place sometimes where they
wonder how much did they
know about basketball before
they came here,” she adds. “...1
think they've adjusted well, in
particular Angelina and Bri.”

There are also tremendous
changes offthe floor, including
new surroundings, new friends,
classes that are substantially
tougher than in high school as
well as the good and bad that goes
along with the freedom of living
away from home for the first time.

Wolvert, though, says it hasn't
been that big of a deal.

“Idon'tthink anything really
changes, just your parents aren't
theretotell youtogotobedat9,”
she says. "Basketball-wise, the
only thing that's really changed is
that you have to give 100 percent
100 percent of the time because if
you don’t you lose games. In high
school you could give 100 per-
cent 20 percent of the time and
you'll win the games.”

One ofthe things perhaps mak-
ing the transition relatively
smooth for this freshmen class is
the closeness they have devel-
oped off the court.

“Asagroup, we're really close,”
Wolvert says. “We spend a lot of
time with each other, and we stick
by each otheralot.”

“We go to movies, we rent
movies, just the usual hangout
stuff,” Dion says, “We go to the
mall. Just normal stuff, nothing
abstract. We just enjoy each oth-
er'scompany.”

Wolvert, for one, wouldn’t have
itany other way.

“Ireally like our freshmen
class. I'mreally glad that the fresh-
men that we have here are here.”

If this class continues to grow
and develop the potential it has
briefly displayed thus far, Oregon
fans will be very glad that this
class is here as well.

After Holiday SALE!

Soccer & Sports Shop

up to
We have the latest in apparel, shoes
and equipment. All major brands in stock.

¢ WORLD CUP

2636 Willamette St.
next to Play It Again Sports

344-9333

Mon-5at 10to 6+ Sun 12 to 4

THE BEANERY

Salem . Corvallis . Eugene . Ashland

Serving the best of . . .

¢ Espresso drinks

¢ Attentive customer
service, just for you.

2465 Hilyard Street
Phone 344.0221

Open 6 A.M. to 10 P.M. Mon-Sat
7 A.M. TO 9 P.M. Sundays

Phone 342.3378

¢ Allann Bros. coffee & tea

| ¢ Delicious food & pastry
¢ Candy, cards, great gifts

152 W. Fifth Street (at Olive)

Open 6 A.M. to Midnight daily
FREE LIVE MUSIC WEEKENDS

Oregon’s BEST College Students

(ns
e Soup °* Salads
* Baked Goodies

15° OFF

ANY 12" SUB

Limit one per coupon. Expires 2/5/98
NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
880 E. 13th » 344-1949 (Across From U of O Bookstore)

50° OFF

ANY 8" SUB

Limit one per coupon. Expires 2/5/98
NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
880 E. 13th » 344-1949 (Across From U of O Bookstore)

Deserve Oregon’s Best Sandwiches

HOMEMADE BREAD

made fre.sﬁ Ani(tz.’

BICYCLE HOLIDAY

RAINGEAR - Burley and Bellwether
GLOVES - Fox, Pearl Izumi, Cypro, Spoke

BOOTIES - Burley, Spoke (neoprene)
FENDERS- Zefal, Apex, Back Scratcher, Forwad Deflector, Cycle

xmas sale items

VASTLY REDUCED PRO ATB BIKES

2480 ALDER 342-6155 | 152 W. 5TH 344-4105

LIGHTING: Gee Whiz, Cygo and BLT lights Sale Pricing

V-brake upgrades (levers&calipers)

< £ Tektro $45.00

Q7 o IX $89.00

= = XE $149.00
® » ROCK SHOX

QUAD 2IR $149.00

m INDY XC (97) $199.00

JUDY XC (97) $299.00

Bontrager Privateer S ('96, list $1199) $£699.00
Klein Pulse Pro (XT/ESP, reg $1299) $999.00
Jamis Diablo L.E. ('96 was $869) $599.00
Raleigh MCC 8 ('96, Carbon fiber, was $1499) $£899.00

Pro

Thursday, January 8, 1998  Qregon Basketball - Oregon Daily Emerald T8

ey o

e et <. gl St

g

._}‘
¢
¢
£
v

o o o L R,

B =

| —



