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mentally. It also recognizes that
too many children don't have ac-
cess to sports because of budget
cuts or lack of teams.

The PLAY Corps looks for col-
lege-age students to coach com-
munity teams for city leagues,
non-profit organizations and Kid-
Sports. In return, Nike pays each
participant $500 for tuition and
provides some equipment and
uniforms.

The program has participants
in college towns throughout the
country. The University chapter
came in second for recruitment
this term with 22 applications,
said Jarrad Smith, the Universi-
ty's Nike student representative.

“We're trying to provide these
kids with a hipper student
coach,” he said. “We can talk the
game, relate to the kids. It's a lot
more fun having a college coach,
anyway.”

Zachary Wallace, a junior ma-
joring in business, coached a
YMCA basketball team this term.
His team practiced twice a week
and played games on the week-
end; this required about a six-
hour commitment each week.

“Every student can fit in five,
six hours a week,” he said. “It's
not that hard. It's almost like a
workout; you're excited, you're

motivated.”

Tyler Bertsch, 12, played point
guard and off guard for Wallace’s
team. The team played for fun,
and he said college students keep
that tone more than most parents.

College students also under-
stand their players more, Bertsch
said. They're younger and more
like teammates than coaches.

“I've had a lot of parent coach-
es, and they weren’t as fun as
Zach,” Bertsch said. “It was neat
of him to come out and coach a
seventh-grade team.”

That’s why the PLAY Corps
loocks for college students,
Boogaard said. College students
can relate better to younger play-
ers, and younger players look up
to college students more.

The kids see their parents as
authority figures, she explained.
Because of that, they may rebel
against their coaching or not in-
teract well with them. University
students, on the other hand, are
just old enough to command re-
spect and just young enough to
make friends.

“We are at that age that they
most admire, that they most look
up to,” Boogaard said. “Once you
get past that, you become a par-
ent. They totally look up to you.”

Student coaches can sign up
for any term, including summer.
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PLAY: Program screens applicants

€€ We're trying to
provide these kids with a
bipper student coach. We
can talk the game, relate
to the kids. It’s a lot more
Jun baving a college
coach, anyway. 7’

Jarrad Smith
Nike student representative

They can coach a team in any
sport, as long as a community
league in that sport exists. Stu-
dents have coached ice hockey,
cheerleading, track, baseball and
swimming, Boogaard said.

Coaches go through an exten-
sive screening process before the
program accepts them. They also
complete a short training pro-
gram that prepares them to coach
sports and to mentor children,

Applications for spring-term
coaching are due Jan. 1, and ap-
plications for summer positions
are due June 1, Smith said.

“You're going to get into vol-
unteer work, and these kids need
volunteers,” Wallace said. “It's
great for a résumé, and it's totally
gratifying. I made a lot of friends
with these kids.”
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December 15-19 Open @ 10:00 for abbreviated breakfast
Regular breakfast @ 9:00a all weekend days
December22-24 Open @ 10:00 for abbreviated breakfast
Closed Dec. 25
Open @ 4:00p Dec 26
December 29-31 Open @ 10:00 for abbreviated breakfast
Closed Jan. 1

Open @ 4:00p Jan. 2
Back to regular hours Jan. 5
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Immediate

Opportunities
. for Qualified

Students

(OfficeTeam Offers Rewarding Opportunities

and Benefits for Qualified Students)

Because Office Team is recognized as the leader in specialized
administrative staffing, you can count on us 10 provide you
with rewarding assignments at top

panics., =
Plus, you can also qualify for the industry's OFF,CEM

most comprehensive benefits plan and

Specialized Admiristrative Staffing =
tuition reimbursement!

Office Team offers exciting and immediate job openings for
Executive Assistants, Word Processors, Desktop Publishing
Specialists, Administrative Assistants, and other

office support positions,

Eugene (541) 345-9931
Beaverton (503) 244-9335
Portland  (503) 223-2606
Vancouver (360) 260-5033
www.officeteam.com

So benefit yourself and
Jjoin the specialists at
OfficeTeam today!
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THIS IS ANTURGENT CALL FOR HELP! ,‘,

MANY
KEGS!

Steelhead Brewery & Cafe always your friend in
need, your safe port in any storm, needs your help
in reducing the number of kegs in our brewery.
Drop what your doing, pick up the phone and call

44, 686-2739 and reserve a keg now.
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é/ Keg $89-$99°
"Pony Keg $55-$60°
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Please call
686-2739
to reserve kegs.
Additional deposit
on kegs.

Box 'O Beer

also available.
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5TH & PEARL * EUGENE
HOME OF 9 MEDAL WINNING MICRO-BREWS.
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