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Once again bowl implications
surround Oregon's season finale

State for the third straight time this
Saturday at Autzen Stadium, the
Ducks could be back in the post-
season aftera one-year hiatus.

Four bowl games have at-large
bids that can go to any team in
the country, and a representative
from all four selection commit-
tees said Oregon is on their list.

The Sports Humanitarian
Bowl, the Motor City Bowl, the
Independence Bowl and the Las
Vegas Bowl are the bowl games
with open bids that could take
the Ducks.

That's news to Oregon Athletic
Director Bill Moos. Moos said
Wednesday he has yet to be con-
tacted by either the Indepen-
dence Bowl or the Motor City
Bowl. Moos did say that Oregon
would not turn down any invita-
tion from a bowl.

In addition to the four bowls
with at-large bids, Oregon could
have the opportunity to play in
two other bowl games. The In-
sight.com Bowl (formerly known
as the Copper Bowl) is scheduled
to take the No. 2 team from the
Western Athletic Conference and
the No. 6 team from the Big 12,
but unless Colorado upsets Ne-
braska this Saturday, the Big 12
will have only five teams eligible
for the postseason, taking into ac-
count the Big 12's automatic
Bowl Alliance berth,

The other bowl possibility for
the Ducks would come about if
the Fiesta Bowl decided to take
Arizona State. The Big East
champion is locked into the Fies-
ta Bowl and the other team is an
at-large bid up to the selection
committee,

Considering the fact that the
bowl and Arizona State Universi-

in the Aloha Bow! for the Ducks.
Last season, the Ducks finished

bing of California. However, the
6-5 Golden Bears were selected
to play in the Aloha Bowl over
the 6-5 Ducks.

This season, there are a number
ofteams with seven, eight, nine or
even 10 wins that could be left for
the picking by any of the afore-
mentioned fourat-large bids.

But Oregon head coach Mike
Bellotti said neither the Oregon
players nor coaches are thinking
about a bowl berth.

“I think there's some talk
[among players and coaches),”
Bellotti said. “Obviously every-
body wants to know what's going
on. But that’s been very low key
for us. Not because we don't
want it, but simply because it's
going to be outside of our con-
trol.”

A bowl game would just be ic-
ing on the cake for Oregon, Bel-
lotti said.

“The bowl game is just sort of
gravy or dessert,” he said. “It's
something that we can hope hap-
pens but again we don’t control
that. What need to do is focus on
this football game."”

There has been some talk
among Oregon fans and support-
ers that a trip to a smaller bowl
such as the Humanitarian Bowl
is not worth the weeks of prepa-
ration and practice,

“I don’t worry about it very
much at all,” Bellotti said. “I
think there's a lot of kids on this
football team that really want to
play in a bowl game, that have
never had that chance. Or that
this would be their last chance or
opportunity.

“I think certainly, as I've said
many times, it was really a
shame that that team did not get
to play in another game together.

everybody wants to know
what's going on. ??

Sports Humanitarian Bow!: Dec. 29,
Boise, Idaho

Steve Schmuder, the president
of the Humanitarian Bowl, said if
Oregon wins, it will be on the
bowl's short list of candidates.

Utah State has already locked
up the other spot in the bowl by
winning the Big West champi-
onship with a win over Nevada
last weekend. Schmuder said
Utah State, ESPN and representa-
tives from the Big West will have
a say in the decision. Utah State
lost to Oregon State earlier this
season 26-14 and is 6-4 going into
its final game.

While Schmuder said the
Ducks’ regional drawing power
makes them a strong candidate,
he said the committee is not limit-
ing itself to the West region. North
Carolina State, Louisiana State
and Kentucky have all contacted
Schmuder.

The committee will narrow the
selection field to two or three
teams after this weekend's games
and hopes to have the at-large bid
filled by Thanksgiving,

As of this week, Schmuder said
the committee’s list includes 10-
12 teams.

He said the decision could
come down to whether they want
to take a 6-5 Oregon team that
would bring a strong following or
a 10-2 Air Force team that may
not bring as many fans,

Las Vegas Bowl: Dec. 20,
Las Vegas, Nev.

The Las Vegas Bowl, which is
the first bowl of the year on Dec.
20, pits the No. 3 team from the
WAC against an at-large team.
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The Independence Bowl has
been a familiar place for Oregon
in the last decade, and according
to Glen Krupica, the executive di-
rector of the bowl, it could be-
come even more familiar this sea-
son.

“We are looking at them from
afar,” Krupica said.

Oregon has made two trips to
Independence Bowl in the last
eight years, and, according to
Krupica, has traveled well.

“We had a great experience
with them both times they were
down here,” he said.

In 1992, Oregon lost 39-35 to
Wake Forrest in the Indepen-
dence Bowl and in 1989, the
Ducks beat Tulsa 27-24,

The automatic bid for the bowl
goes to the No. 5 team from the
Southeastern Conference, which
means that team may not be cho-
sen until after the conference
championship game,

Krupica also admitted that a 6-
5 record would be a concern for
the committee, considering the
SEC team could be 8-3. He said
the committee is looking at 10-12
teams for the open bid, but that
the Ducks past experiences there
bodes well for them.

Motor City Bowl: Dec. 26,
Pontiac, Mich.

This bowl must be considered
an outside shot for Oregon, con-
sidering it has not been contacted
by a representative from the selec-
tion committee.

Dave Appoliti, manager of ex-
ternal affairs for the Motor City
Bowl, said the committee is look-
ing at 10-20 teams for the at-large
bid.

Should the Ducks go, they will
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business when he took
over as head coach was to
revamp Oregon State's sag-
ging passing attack. He
chose to institute a more
“vertical” attack, like near-
ly every other team in the
Pac-10 has.

It hasn't taken flight.

The Beavers rank ninth
in the conference in pass-
ing and 10th in total of-
fense. Alexander has not
shown the touch needed to
play quarterback, Riley
said, but he has shown the
ability to lead his team on
the field and the players
look ready to respond.

“1 think that we won
games that people expect-
ed us to win,” Riley said.
“But to not win a Pac-10
game yet has been a big
disappointment.  We've
had a couple of opportuni-
ties but haven't been able
to close games out,

“Confidence might have
played a role in that. It's al-
ways a concern for us, hav-
ing such a long history of
not winning. Our players
sometimes feel the here-
we-go-again syndrome.”

It's impossible to say ex-
actly what a win over Ore-
gon this weekend would
mean to Oregon State, its
alumni or the city of Cor-
vallis. What is known is
that it would be the first
Pac-10 win for Riley and
complete one of the best
seasons by a first-year
Beaver coach.

“I think a win over Ore-
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The Pacific-10 Conference has
contracts with four bowl games:

selecting the Ducks should they
win Saturday.

Oregon has played in in past sea-
sons, the Ducks stack up well.

region. Any team across the coun-
try could be selected for the bowl.
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