Donor wall

The EMU Board discusses a possible donor
wall that would recognize major mone-
lary contributions.
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The Great American Smokeout is bere,
so put out that cigarette and get ready
Jor the first day of the rest of your
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nicotine-free life

By Kristina Rudinskas
Student Activiies Reporiar

By Christopher Kenning

Student incidental fees could go up by
$8.87 per student next school year if the Stu-
dent Senate sticks to the benchmark it set
Thursday night. The benchmarks, which are
non-binding budgetary goals, were set for
ASUO programs, the EMU board, and the
Athletic Department.

The Programs Finance Committee, which
distributes student fee money to ASUO pro-
grams, was granted a 2 percent increase by a
unanimous vote. The increase, which raises
the total budget to $1,913,944, will cover
mandatory increases in minimum wages
and the funding of new student groups.

“There are lots of groups who get less than
$1000, and that’s who I'd like to see get that
money,” ASUO Vice-President Ben Unger

said
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The Athletic Department requested a zero
percent increase which, despite calls to de-
crease theirbudget, was finally unanimous-
ly granted. The student fee money pays for
non-profit University sports programs in ex-
change for free access to all sporting events
for students.

“The members of the Athletic Department
Finance Committee believe that we can meet
the needs and interests of students without
charging them more money,” the depart-
ment said in a memo. “We realize that this
request is a rarity in student government.”

Kent Black, Senate vice president, spoke
in favor of the request: “Their budget has
been about the same since the mid-'80s
when other [programs] are getting a 5-7 per-
cent increases.”

Although the EMU board received its re-
quested 5.5% increase, Senate debate was
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sharply divided. Jenna Wasson, EMU Bud-
get Committee Chair, said the $128,752 in-
crease would help bring the EMU up to
building code requirements and pay for
wage increases.

“Thousands of students use the building
every day,” Wasson said. Portions of the
money would be used to hire a grant writer
to help fund the EMU’s programs. “We're
thinking long-term to start finding other
ways besides student fees to finance pro-
grams."

Other Senators said cuts should be made
in personnel, and the money already allocat-
ed be used more efficiently. Unger called for
a 0 percent benchmark increase. “These are
lean years, " he said.

“I don’t think [0 percent] is appropriate,
and I think it's kind of weird that the Exec.
would say the ASUO needs an increase but

An independent newspaper
Volume 99, Issue 57

Local charity
plans dinner
for needy

Several student groups belped
Whitaker Community Dinners
prepare a holiday dinner

Jor the bungry and bomeless

By Michael Burnham
Community Reporter
“Tis the season to be giving,

That’s the message a local charity organi-
zation is trying to send to the community
this holiday season.

Whitaker Community Dinners, a Eugene
charity organization
since 1978, is holding
a free dinner and do-
nating clothes and dry
goods to the commu-
nity’s needy this
Thanksgiving.

“Winter is really
hard on people, so we
try and give them
warm inner feelings
for a while,” said Beverly Farfan, coordina-
tor of Whitaker Community Dinners.

OSPIRG and other student groups from
the University helped organize and pack-
age food and clothing Wednesday in prepa-
ration for Whitaker Community Dinners'’
Thanksgiving festivities.

University volunteers helped out as part
of National Hunger and Homelessness
Week, which began Monday.

The awareness week is sponsored by at
least 70 campuses across the country, ac-
cording to Carolyn Whipple, campus orga-
nizer for OSPIRG, It is coordinated at the
national level by the National Campaign
Against Hunger and Homelessness.

University events, which are being spon-
sored by over 20 student groups and acade-
mic departments, have included a shelter
visit to St. Vincent dePaul on Monday, a se-
ries of documentary films dealing with
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Student Senate sets ’98-99 budget henchmarks, declares war

the EMU doesn’t,"” said Black, shortly before
the Senate agreed on the request.

After the meeting, Unger said the ASUO
executive had no plans to veto the EMU
benchmark: “If it's what the Senate wants,
then we can work with them. We're not look-
ingto vetoit.”

Senators also used Thursday night’s meet-
ing to “declare war” on Oregon State Univer-
sity for the upcoming football showdown on
November 22nd. The resolution was read
aloud:

“Whereas: The University would become
the laughingstock of the PAC-10 conference
should the Ducks lose to the Beavers. Where-
as: While...the ‘Fighting Ducks' is an unlike-
ly mascot, the ‘Beavers’ deserve to be singled
out forridicule.”

The resolution called for a “Civil War” to
take place at Autzen Stadium.,
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