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Geography buffs map out plans for awareness week

President Reagan chose
to designate this week
as national Geography
Awareness Week

By Teri Meeuwsen
Higher Education Reporter

You have been driving down an
abandoned road in the middle of
nowhere for hours when you real-
ize it’s time to stop and figure out
just where you are. You haven’t
seen a town for miles, except that
little bump in the road you passed
in a blink, so asking someone near-
by just might be more far-fetched
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than you think. So you pull out the
wrinkled, forgotten map that's been
shoved in yourglove compartment.

The meaning of geography, like
the map lost in your car, has been
forgotten, geography Professor Bill
Loy said. Geography Awareness
Week, which is this week, was cre-
ated to help people understand
that geography is more than maps.

“Many people still think that ge-
ography is mainly learning the
names of places like state capitals,”
he said. “Modern geography is the
dynamic study of the Earth and all
of its systems: physical, human,
economic and their interrelation-

ships using modern techniques.”
President Reagan declared this
week Geography Awareness Week
because the National Geographic
Society and the Association of
American Geographers believed
geography was lost in different
courses of social studies in the
1960s and 1970s and wanted to re-
vitalize it atall levels of education.,
This year's Geography Awareness
Week theme is “Explore the World!
Geography Takes You Places.”
“Indeed, geographers travel to
see the world, and many explorers
have been geographers,” Loy said.
“Geographers have a great curiosi-
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ty about the whole world from
landscape to languages and from
economics to ethics.”

University geographers study top-
ics such as vegetation change caused
by global climate changes and the ef-
fects of language on the political ge-
ography of Eugene, Loy said.

“We makea lot of maps, too,” he
said. “For example, geographers
in our Info Graphics Lab make the
maps for the Official State High-
way Map of Oregon.”

The observance of Geography
Awareness Week shows that geog-
raphy is coming back into the eyes
of society, he said.
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“It signifies the revitalization of
the field,” he said. “It slowly
slipped into obscurity, but this
jolted people back in.”

To help students learn more
about what geography is, the Uni-
versity Geography Club will pre-
sent the film “The Burning Sea-
son"” at 5:30 p.m. in 106 Condon
Hall tonight to kick off Geography
Awareness Week. After the film,
there will be a discussion and
meeting for the geography club.

Anyone who's been lost and has
had to use a crinkled map to find
themselves, or those who are just in-
terested in geography, are welcome.
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