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Pell Grant recipients eligible for Oregon Health Plan

However, the plan does
not cover visits to the
Student Health Center

By Eric Collins
Community Editor

Begnuung in January 1998,
full-time college students in Ore-
gon who qualify for federally
funded Pell Grants among other
requirements will be allowed
medical coverage under the Ore-
gon Health Plan.

An addition to the health and
human services budget approved
during the 1997 Legislative ses-
sion, the coverage plan allows
students, who were taken off the
plan because of 1995 budget cuts,
to be placed on it once again.

An estimated 5,000 to 7,000
students from Oregnn universi-
ties, private schools and commu-
nity colleges will be affected by
the legislation, according to Ed
Dennis, Oregon Student Associa-
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tion executive director.

“We saw it as a fairness issue,
really,” Dennis said. “We want to
help people get into college who
are poor.”

Dennis said he believed paying
for health insurance was just one
more hurdle for low-income stu-
dents to jump over,

“For some people, that’s all it
takes to not go to school,” he
said.

By allowing free coverage,
Dennis said more people would
have access to post-secondary
education,

ASUO President Bill Miner, a
member of OSA and future bene-
ficiary of the coverage, said the
association has been working on
the issue for the past two years.

“This is a huge victory for stu-
dents,” he said. “The Legislature
now sees the OSA and the ASUO
as a powerhouse.”
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The next step in the process,
Miner said, is figuring out a feasi-
ble method for automatically
qualifying Pell Grant students for
the health plan; otherwise, stu-
dents would have to take the ini-
tiative in applying for coverage,
which is a preblem because
many qualifying students may
not know they are eligible.

What remains unclear, howev-
er, is whether the Oregon Health
Plan could be used at the Univer-
sity’s Student Health Center.

When the plan was formed,
the federal government allowed
money reserved for Medicaid to
flow into the plan instead. The
only stipulation was that the
health care provider serve the en-
tire community and remain open
24 hours a day.

The health center doesn't meet
these requirements and “has not
been considered on the Oregon
Health Plan up to this point,”
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said Bob Petit, administrator of

the health center. “There is still a
lot of ambiguity of how [the
health plan] is going to work."”

Petit said he hopes the issue is
solved between now and January
by the people in charge of the
Oregon Health Plan.

“This is an issue we are follow-
ing and tracking,” he said.

Pell Grants are awarded
through the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid. In the 1997-
98 school year, undergraduate
students pursuing their first de-
gree will be offered Pell Grants if
their expected family contribu-
tion, totaled in the application,
does not exceed $2,500.

The family contribution in-
cludes both parental and student
funds, which breaks down to
$277 a month. Ed Vignoul, di-
rector of student financial aid,
said about 3,000 students cur-
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rently receive the federal grant.

In addition to qualifying for
the federal grant, students must
be uninsured and must meet cer-
lain minimum resource require-
ments. This includes having a
three-month income average of
$658 or less per month.

For more information on ap-
plying for Oregon Health Plan
coverage or its qualifications, call
1-800-359-9517.
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