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Local writer to speak 
about breast cancer 
Patricia A rmstrong, 
a University graduate, 
will read selections 

from her new book 

By Megan Turner 
Higher Education Editor 

It’s been five years since Patri- 
cia Mees Armstrong was diag- 
nosed with breast cancer. Al- 
though she was given only 
months to live, she lives today to 
tell her story. In honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, the 
University graduate and author 
will give a benefit reading from 
her new collection of poems, 
"Daring to Dance, Refusing to 
Die” on Tuesday. 

“College women can't say, 
‘Okay I don’t have to worry until 
my doctor says I can have my first 
mammogram,”’ Armstrong said. 
“Younger women are getting 
[breast] cancer because there is a 

tendency to pat women on the 
head because it’s too soon. 

Younger women should be more 

aware.” 
The way Armstrong promotes 

awareness to those who don't 
think they are targets for breast 
cancer is by talking about it. Since 
her diagnosis in 1992, she has 
written several books of poetry 
and prose. She also has held sev- 

The Oregon Daily Emerald is published 
daily Monday through Friday during the 
school year and Tuesday and Thursday 
during the summer by the Oregon Daily 
Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., at the 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. A 
member of the Associated Press, the 
Emerald operates independently of the 
University with offices in Suite 300 of the 
Erb Memorial Union. The Emerald is pri- 
vate property. The unlawful removal or 
use of papers is prosecutable by law. 

NEWSROOM 
Editor-in-chief: Sarah Kickler 
Managing Editor: Nicole Krueger 
Community: Eric Collins, editor. 
Michael Burnham, Jesse Sowa 
Entertainment: Evan Denbaum, editor. 
Higher Education: Laura Cadiz, editor. 
Teri Meeuwsen, Megan Turner 
In-depth: Ashley Bach 
Perspective: Michael Schmierbach. edi- 
tor. Chris Hutchinson, illustrator. Jonas 
Allen, Kameron Cole, Nicole Kristal, 
columnists. 
Student Activities: Doug Irving, editor. 
Michael Hines, Kristina Rudinskas 
Sports: Ryan Frank, editor. Chris 
Hansen, asst, editor. Joel Hood, Rob 
Moseley, Alex Pond 
Copy Desk: Holly Sanders, copy chief. 
Tammy Salman, Kelly Schulze, Shannon 
Sneed 
Presentation: Matt Garton, editor. 
Pamela Sirianni, Cara Strazzo 
Photography: Michael Crisp, editor. 
Wendy Fuller, Chad Patteson, Rose 

Freelance: Carl Yeh 
On-line: Nicholas Stiffler 

BUSINESS 
General Manager: Judy Riedl 
Business: Kathy Carbone, business 
supervisor. Judy Connolly, receptionist. 
Distribution: John Long, Joy Sears, 
Dave Ovall 

ADVERTISING 
DISPLAY: Becky Merchant, director. 
Leigh-Ann Cyborn, assistant. Yujin Chi, 
Brian Diamond, Chris Erickson, Lindsay 
Knaak, Andy Lakefish, Justice Rhodes, 
Erick Schiess, Rose Soil, Matt Solomon, 
Chris Suydam 
CLASSIFIED: Anne Amador, manager. Danielle Ing, Katie Krystkiewicz, Kate 
Lamb 

PRODUCTION 
Michele Ross, manager. Tara Sloan, 
coordinator. Shawna Abele, Joselyn 
Bickford, Susan Head. Melissa Lebahn, 
Leah Lekas, Laura Lucas, Leanne 
Nelms, Brandt Nelson, Broc Nelson, 
Katie Nesse, Sylvia Tewes, Serena 
Williams 

NEWSROOM (541) 346-5511 
BUSINESS OFFICE (541) 346-5512 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING (541) 346-3712 
CLASSIFIED ADS (541) 346-4343 

eral readings to “get the word 
out.” 

Armstrong, who was a teacher 
in Eugene public schools for 18 
years, has also been honored with 
several awards for her writing. 
The Willamette Writers Organiza- 
tion presented her with a first- 
place award for her Fiction piece 
titled “The Hat,” and her story 
“The Beekeeper” was also recog- 
nized with a cash award. “The 
Hat” also brought her to the finals 
of the Writers’ Workshop contest 
in Asheville, N.C. 

Armstrong, along with her hus- 
band of 42 years, Richard, has 
traveled extensively around the 
world, as well as within the Unit- 
ed States. She has three sons, all 
of whom are University gradu- 
ates. She is also 11 times a grand- 
mother. 

At Tuesday’s reading, Arm- 
strong will accept tax-deductible 
donations to benefit cancer re- 

search. She will also offer signed 
copies of her books, and the pro- 
ceeds will go to combating cancer. 

Her reading will be at the Sa- 
cred Heart auditorium Tuesday at 
7 p.m. It’s free and open to the 
public. 

“She's not supposed to be 
[alive],” Richard Armstrong said. 
“But it’ll seem like she’s been 
there for 50 years.” 
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