By sending Measure 16 back to the
voters as Measure 51, the Legislature
has insulted the decision-making
ability of Oregonians.
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that it would do to Measure 16 what it did to Mea-
sure 47 — fix some of the questionable language
while, in theory, leaving the voters’ intent intact.
Instead, the Legislature decided we hadn’t done
our homework and sent Measure 16 back to the
ballot as Measure 51. A yes vote on 51 would over-
turn 16, maintaining the status quo in Oregon,
where assisted suicide is currently illegal.
Regardless of the merits of assisted suicide
(which will be addressed in Tuesday's Emerald),
we think Measure 51 should be rejected as insult-

addressed those concerns differently. Either by
lobbying during the initial vote or by recommend-
ing changes in the wording of the measure, the Leg-
islature could have improved the law without vio-
lating the wishes of Oregon’s voters.

Instead, Oregon'’s official lawmakers have decid-
ed to bar all those without an office in Salem from
participating in the legislative process. The prece-
dent set by the Measure 51 fiasco is frightening;
each time a law passes that the Legislature does not
favor, it can simply send it back to the voters.

“Sorry, Timmy. That's wrong. Let's try again.”

The voters of Oregon did their homework in
1994, Despite being overwhelmingly outspent, the
proponents of Measure 16 won. Assisted suicide
should be legal by now. Instead, all the citizens of
Oregon have received is another insult from their
representatives.

This editorial represents the opinion of the Emerald ed-
itorial board. Responses may be sent to
ode@oregon.uoregon.edu.
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DROP DEADLINE:

- While we agree

with administrative
concerns about

getting into class-

es aftertwo or
three weeks, we

‘don’t think a week

is long enough fo
get a clear idea of

‘how a class will af-

fect your workload
or what a profes-
sor will be like. If
students are hav-
ing a hard time
getting classes,
policies concern-
ing wait lists and

expanded class

sizes need to be re-
fined and clarified. |
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