The Jets are winning? Could it be?

Tied for second in the AFC
East, the New York Jets are
off to their best start in 11
seasons

By Barry Wilner
The Associated Fress

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Don’t
say it. Don’t even think it.

Well, maybe for a few seconds,
but don’t let anyone catch you.

Yes, the New York Jets have
their best start (4-2) in 11 seasons
and have won three straight for
the first time since 1993.

Yes, they are tied for second
place in the AFC East. And yes,
under Bill Parcells, they've won
as many times in six games as
they did in 32 with Rich Kotite as
coach.

But no, they don't want to talk
about playoff contention just yet.
Or if they are willing to do so, it's
only in the quietest way.

“We have the chance to show
we have an organization that can
get it done,” said safety Victor
Green, who led the NFL in tackles
last year, mainly because running
backs and receivers were getting
free so often downfield. “It’s not
like a payback or a vendetta for
what might have happened to us

in the past, it's maybe just we can
open some eyes.

“It’s exciting right now. This is
my fifth season and we had a lit-
tle success early in '93 (7-4 before
finishing 8-8) under Bruce Coslet,
But winning three straight now
feels real good, and if we can win
the next three, we'd be sitting
pretty good.”

Parcells likes to break the sea-
son into quarters. New York was
2-2 in the first quarter and is 2-0
in the current one. Next up are di-
vision rivals Miami and New Eng-
land, both at home.

"My objective here is to try to
improve the team,” said Parcells,
who clearly has done that, “It
seems like now there’s a little dif-
ferent attitude starting to create it-
self, and I understand why.

“But the seventh game of the
year is not pivotal. We've got to
try to put some more wins togeth-
er and get into the second half of
the season on the plus side, then
try to play the second half and do
it again.

“I am not under any illusions
we are past this or that. If we were
to win five or six more games in a
row, then I would say, ‘OK, we
are in position to try to do some-
thing.’ But we are not there yet."

Where they are, however, is far-

ther along the rebuilding process
than anyone might have imagined
after their two losses, to the Bills
and Patriots — both close games
in which they beat themselves
with critical errors. Those mis-
takes were generally eliminated
during the winning string, al-
though the Jets played only one
strong, 60-minute game in the
streak, a 31-14 victory at Cincin-
nati.

But when the Jets rallied to take
a lead from Oakland, they held it.
And when they grabbed early
leads over the Bengals and Colts,
they held them, When big plays
and turning points were at hand,
it was the Jets who produced.

That — should we whisper
this? — is the sign of a playoff
contender.

“There's still a long way to go,”
Green said. “We're showing some
improvement in our ability to take
over a game, but we're not there
yet. When we put teams down
and keep them down for a long
time, then we will be better at it as
the season goes on.

“We're more focused now. We
know the personnel we have and
that we've got the personnel to get
it done. If we keep playing like
this, I think we’'ll be in the tourna-
ment.”

Hicks: Ducks must control Hicks’ speed,
gang-tackle him early, Bellotti says
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team's tourth-leading rusher with
161 yards and three touchdowns
on 40 carries.

Hicks entered the 1995 cam-
paign with full confidence that
both his career and his knee were
back on track after undergoing an
arthroscopic procedure early in
fall camp.

He made his debut that year in
UCLA’s Pacific-10 Conference
opener at home against Oregon
and unleashed a 52-yard scoring
jaunt on his first play from scrim-
mage, a run that remains the
longest of his career.

However, after carrying just 15
more times for 48 yards in the fol-
lowing two games, the lingering
pain in his knee proved to be too
much.

Hicks sat out the remainder of
the year and was granted a med-
ical redshirt by the NCAA.

A season on the sidelines gave
the tailback another opportunity
to grow.

“I'm pretty confident in my abil-
ities,” he says. “I just had to get
more experience. Now I feel much
more comfortable. I know how to
study the other team’s game plan,
and I'm more of a student of the
game thanIwasthen.”

Not only was Hicks a smarter
football player, but his running
style changed drastically.

“When he first came out he was

JOBS IN THE GLOBAL MARKET...

Being Asian bilingual is your ticket to success.
Interview with the world’s top companies at the Pan-Asian Job Fair, including:
Adobe Systems, Exxon, Fidelity Investments, Johnson & Johnson, Procter & Gamble, and more!

real quick, but he wasn't real big,"
Oregon defensive tackle Desmond
Byrd says. It seemed like during
the injury he decided to concen-
trate on weight lifting, and he’s put
on another 30 pounds of muscle.

“Now when he puts a body on
people, it makes them think twice
about tackling him.”

With his new size and smarts,
Hicks enjoyed a breakout season
last year, highlighted by a career
day in Autzen Stadium during
UCLA’s 41-22 win over the Ducks.

Aftergaining just 20 yards in the
first half, Hicks broke out for 153
yards and two touchdowns in the
third quarter.

“It just so happens that I had a
great second half that week,”
Hicks says. “They’d pretty much
shut me down in the first half, but
it was just a matter of time before
our offensive line started to open
up some holes and we really got
rolling.”

In 1996, Hicks finished fourth
in the Pac-10 in rushing with
1,034 yards, an average of 94.8 per
game. He was voted the team’s
most valuable player, as well as
being selected second-team all-
league by the coaches,

As the Pac-10's top returning
rusher, Hicks has blossomed intoa
superstar this year. He leads the
nation in scoring with 18 points
per game and has scored 13 rush-
ing touchdowns.
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Skip Hicks File

& WHO:
UCLA
tailback
Skip Hicks
& HOME-
TOWN:
Wichita
Falis, Texas

i STATS:
Leads the nation in scoring
with 18 points per game ... has
runfor 515 yards ...13 touch-
downs in 107 carries ... fourth
in Pac-10 with 1,034 yards last
season ... scored 21 TDs ... 17
rushing, three receiving.

He has also earned the respect
of Pac-10 players and coaches.

“He has a combination of power
and speed that we haven't seen
this year,” Oregon head coach
Mike Bellotti says. “You can't al-
low him to get started because he
has such great break-away speed.
You have to gang-tackle him ear-
ly.il

Byrd is much more succinct:
“He'san NFL tailback playing col-
lege football.”

Ifnothing else, Hicks isa college
tailback who has displayed a pro-
fessional’s ability to recover from
injury.

South San Francisco Conference Center, 255 South Airport Blvd.
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“34 years of Quality Service”

Mercedes * BMW ¢ Volkswagen  Audi
German Aulto Service

@® MERCEDES @ BMW @ VOLKSWAGEN @

342-2912 + 2025 Franklin Blvd.

Eugene, Oregon, 97402
g EXCITING STUDY ABROAD
- = OPPORTUNITIES
POLAND FOR SUMMER
S OR FALL 1998
. dent To learn morea, visit with
CZECH REPUBLIC <<\ @ U RON KOEHN
| \ A Study Abroad Representative
SPAIN < from the Council on International
ﬂT_f "_"T/" Eucational Exchange (CIEE)
_ VIETNAM <" Date: Wednesday Oct. 8th
——| [ Time: 1;00-3:00 p.m.
DA 2 Place: EMU-Century A
THAILAND -——"'_% EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS ~—
o i STUDY OVERSEAS!

For more information please conlact
the Office of International Education & Exchange
330 Oregon Hall; 346-3207
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Some people work in a big, fancy office
Orhers can’t wait €0 ger out of the building.

If you're looking for a career in federal law enforcement, a career that offers tremendous
challenge, the U.S. Border Patrol could be just what you're after,

To qualify, you'll need to meet all of the following: ® US. citizenship » Pass written and oral
interview exam ® Pass a background investigation  Pass a drug test and a medical exam  Hold a
valid driver's license = Not have reached your 37th birthday al ime of appointment » Have | year
of qualifying expenence or a bachelor’s degree.

If selected, you'll attend a rigorous 5-month training program (including Spanish language
classes). First duty locations are along the Southwest border. Stuting salary mid 205
10 308 with excellent Federal Govemniment benefits.

For the few who can meet this kind of challenge, there’s no better job in the world To
apply call (912) 757-3001 Ext.436 any time, day or night, or apply on-line at
http://www.usajobs.opm.gov. Please enter Ext.436 For more information, just
call (202) 616-1964. ;

INS is an equal opportunity employer,

U.S. BORDER PATHROL
A Career With Borders, But No Boundaries.
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To register or get more information, contact: International Career Information Inc.
Phone: 1-800-859-8535 * http://www.rici.com/acw ¢ e-mail: jfinfo@rici.com BOARD s Po RTS
China * Hong Kong * India * Indonesia * Japan * Korea * Malaysia * Philippines * Singapore * Taiwan * Thailand * Vietnam
13th & High Eugene
484-2588
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