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regarding sexual behavior. The
suit claims that the University has
no right to deal with the behavior
of students off campus, where the
incident in question allegedly oc-

: curred.

% While the comparison between
a pig and the University might not
always be invalid, in this case, we
think it is important for the school
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No matter how good these defi-
nitions are, however, they won't
be effective if the range of the poli-
cy is limited to on-campus prob-
lems. The University has deliber-
ately set a higher standard than the
community to address the sensi-
bilities of the campus and the
problems that can arise within a
college setting.

Clearly, the legality of this juris-
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should realize are signing on
to be a part of a unique community
with its own benefits and its own
In order to function as a
community, these rules must ap-
ply to all the school’s members, at
all times.

The unique atmosphere of the
school requires the more stringent
standards regarding unwanted
sexual conduct. Because of the
large number of students who are
single, young and packed together
in social situations, the risk of in-
appropriate behavior rises drasti-
cally, along with the need to gov-
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v the University can also
ous situations, If the
ng these situations
the people who might meet in
them are not universal and well-

enforced, the school will become
unsafe.

Equally significant, violations of
the code that take place off cam-
pus can affect students’ on-cam-
pus behavior. If someone feels
threatened by another student, or
if his or her life is disrupted by
sexual assault, that student’s stud-
ies will suffer.

Because violations of the con-
duct code affect the role students
play in the University regardless of
where the incident takes place, it
is important for the code to be far-
reaching enough to control behav-
ior everywhere in the school com-
munity.

Finally, because we support the
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anything that will help make it
stronger. By taking a clear and
strict stand against unwanted sex-
ual behavior, the University has
taken an important step in reject-
ing hundreds of years of the “she-
asked-for-it” mentality.

The policy, and therefore the
symbolic stance behind it, can
only be effective if it is extended
beyond the borders of the Univer-
sity to parties and homes in the
surrounding community.

We desperately want University
students to feel safe while part of
our community. An important
part of that feeling is the extended
jurisdiction of the conduct code.
This mother pig isn't crushing us;
she’s keeping us warm.

This editorial represents the opinion
of the Emerald editorial board. Re-
sponses may be sent to ode@ore-
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-. think before you bank™
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TR ter. The Emerald regrets
the error.
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