
ISA eases 
transition 
for foreign 
students 
International students 
agree that the cultural 
adjustment to America 
can he rough at times 

By Kristina Rudinskas 
Student Activities Reporter 

For most students, the first day 
of school holds many challenges, 
including locating the right 
building and purchasing the right 
books. 

International students face 
learning a new language, deci- 
phering a different culture and 
making new friends thousands of 
miles from home. 

The language barrier can be- 
come a major difficulty for inter- 
national students. Dayeo Kim, 22, 
an accounting major, faced that 
problem when he came from 
Seoul, South Korea, in 1992. 

“You need to be thick-faced and 
just start talking,” he said. “Mis- 
takes are part of the learning 
process and you need to be able to 

laugh at them, but it does get easi- 
er.” 

The University helps many in- 
ternational students orient them- 
selves through campus organiza- 
tions such as the International 
Student Association. According 
to co-director Soo Hyun Bak, the 
ISA reaches out to approximate- 
ly 10 percent of the student body. 
It is one of the largest ASUO pro- 
grams, representing about 1,600 
students from 90 countries. 

The association tries to help in- 
ternational students ease culture 
shock by holding a coffee hour 
every Friday horn 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the International Student Lounge 
in the EMU. 

"Getting involved with ISA is 
important because we went 

through the same phase and know 
what they're feeling. We can try to 

help them,” Bak said. 
The Office of International Ed- 

ucation and Exchange in Oregon 
Hall also helps students adjust to 
their new surroundings. The of- 
fice helps international students 
find housing, register for classes, 
ease cross-cultural adjustment 
and deal with financial and immi- 
gration regulations. 

The office tries to build a com- 

munity support network when in- 
ternational students arrive at the 
University, according to Peter 
Briggs, international student advi- 
sor. 

“When you come to a new 

country, signaling systems are dif- 
ferent,” Briggs said. “Americans 
smile a lot and have an informal 
social hierarchy that can be diffi- 
cult for new students to interpret. 
We try to help them know what to 

expect of Americans, making 
them more predictable.” 

For business major Daisuke 
Shizuya, from Tokyo, Japan, 
speaking to American students 
was difficult because it was more 

direct than in Japan. Americans 
don’t need formal introductions 
and background as people do in 

Tokyo, so he didn’t know what to 

expect here. 
Culture shock, the sometimes 

frustrating experience of adjusting 
to a different environment and 
culture, can pose a variety of prob- 
lems for international students. 

“Culture shock, like all the rain, 
I take as a challenge and think pos- 
itive to overcome it,” Shizuya 
said. 

Campus Briefs 

Hillel hosts Rosh 
Hashanah services 

Hillel will host Rosh 
Hashanah High Holiday 
services Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

The evening service will 
start at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
and the morning service 
will start at 10 a.m. Thurs- 
day. Both will last between 
two and three hours. Any- 
one is welcome to attend. 

Hillel’s new co-director, 
Ephraim Eisen, will lead 
both services. 

Services will be held on 

the third floor of Gerlinger 
Hall. Students not familiar 
with Gerlinger can meet 
near the EMU Courtyard 
and walk over together. 

A free brunch will fol- 
low the morning service. 
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Monday, October 6 

• The IT Curriculum • 
Workshops on using computers, using the Internet, and 

publishing for the World Wide Web for computer users at 
all levels, novice to advanced. 

Open to UO faculty, staff and currently enrolled students. 

Pick up a copy of the schedule from 
any campus library or computer lab, or 
visit us on the Web at 

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/it/. 

For more information, contact 
Colleen Bell at 346-1817 or 

cbell@darkwing.uoregon.edu. 

Workshops are free. 
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No registration necessary. 
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NOW PREMIERING NEAR YOU 

Tropicana 
16 oz. 79 Coke & Diet Coke 

20 oz. 
+ Deposit 
in Oregon 

All specials good at participating Texaco Star Marts through 10/31/97 while supplies last. 
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