F TRENDS AT MEDICAL
schools are any indica-

tor, toMOrrow’s patients

might be sitting on pins
and needles for health care
— literally.

With 36 of the nation’s 125 med-
ical schools offering courses in alter-
native medicine, students are learn-
ing how nontraditional therapies like
acupuncture, hypnosis, botanical
medicine and even yoga can become
part of their medical repertoire.

Melissa Marshall was so interest-
ed in alternative therapies that she

and two other med students at

* Romance in Physics — . of Tennessee,
Knoxville — Helps non-science majors learn about physics using

O REQUIRE OR NOT TO REQUIRE SHAKESPEARE —

that is the controversy. When Georgetown U.

dropped the great Bard from the English major

requirement in the spring of 1996, the seeds of
discourse were sown. Is it out, out damned Shake-
speare at American universities, or is the controversy
just full of sound and fury, signifying nothing?

Georgetown's decision sparketh a National Alumni Forum study of
70 of the nation’s top colleges and universities. Their findings? Only one-

class

“Shakespeare is absolutely essential,” says National Alumni Forum
president Jerry Martin. “He is both the greatest writer and by far the
most influential writer in terms of shaping the English language.”

There are few students looking for-
ward to the prospect of saying, “Alas,
poor Shakespeare, | knew him well.”

“English departments definitely
should have a requirement,” says Beck-
ie Dibble, a junior in English at
UCLA, which does require Shake-
speare. “Most people think Shake-
speare is a drag, bur it’s not if it's
raught the right way.”

third of the schools require English majors to take a
course on Shakespeare. In fact, of Ivy League schools,
only Harvard U. has a Shakespeare requirement.

“You know Shakcspcarc is alive and
well when Claire Danes can play Juliet in a
full-length feature,” says Matthew John-
son, a senior in English at Western Illinois
U. “There’s no danger of us losing touch
with the master of the romantic sonnet.”

Some say that the Nartional Alumni
Forum study has its fair share of flaws
and that the clamor about Shakespeare

Washington U., Mo., convinced
their school to start a course last fall.

“We felt that as physicians, we
needed to learn abour these therapies
because our patients would be using
them,) says the second-year med stu-
dent. “These classes force you to
have an open mind.” And a willing
body — Marshall was contorted by a
chiropractor during one class and
watched a classmate play pincushion
for a lesson on acupuncrure.

alternative medicine:

a romance novel that features particles as the characters. Get

your copy of Muonic Rhapsody and Other Encounters today!
* Vampirism — U. of New Mexico — This class sucks, but

Bard is in any danger of disap-
) g
pearing anyrime soon.

Orthers aren’t so certain the

Dr. Richard

Silver, an instruc-

pulse

tor of alternative
medicine at the U. of Maryland, Bal-
timore, believes med students in
America need to see things from a dif-
ferent perspective. Sitting with legs
crossed, eyes closed and fingers point-
ed upwards, perhaps?

“There is a psychological part of a
human that must be healthy as well,”
Silver says. “This is why the Eastern
111L‘L’ftodh urmplrlnr:ll[ conven-
tional methods so well." East is
meeting West in more places
than Maryland, where students
can sign up ro learn abour a
3,000-year-old Chinese medira-
tion method called Qigong. The
med school at Wayne State U.,
Mich., has been teaching a

COUrse In }1\']1!10\!\ Tor ii\\' vears,

Virginia joins schools like Har
vard U. and Georgetown U. in

others pale by comparison. Too bad they don’t offer it anymore —
it's one you could really sink your teeth into.

and starting this fall, the U. of

disappearing is all for naught.
“Shakespeare is the most convenient

way to arouse public opinions, even if the

Alternative Rx

On who would play Juliet
to Lincoln’s Romeo:

conclusions are overblown,” says John
Wilson, a U. of Chicago graduate stu-
dent who has written on the topic.

As the rale stands, the National
Alumni Forum speaks of essential
courses that doth need ro be. Like-
wise, Georgetown U. sayeth sweet
Shakespeare so very much remains in
their degree.

By Tim Murphy, U. of lllinois, Springfield /
lllustration by Joseph Wos, Carlow College

Taket i needles and
ESINmal i the morning.

offering alternative medicine courses.

And although other med schools
still aren’t hip to homeopathy, their
students are. Louisiana State U,
New Orleans, doesn’t offer nonrra-
ditional classes, so students, doctors
and nurses formed a complementary
medicine club that meets once a
month. "It gives them at least some
basic knowledge of what else is out
there,” says third-year med student
John Ervin, who heads the group.

So does this mean our future doc
tors will prescribe pins instead of pills
and massage instead of medicine? Nor a

chance, says Navin Sawhney, a second-
year med student at Washingron U.

“If it’s working for you, go ahead
and do it, but it’s not the first place
I \\nLIM go or the (v!!|} |\|.1L c 1 \\'mll({
go,” he says. “But when traditional
medicine isn't doing the job, it's
[t‘.{“!n.‘tl)]v I.UT [\.llicm.\ o \Ut'l\ out
something that works for them.”

We're just wondering l!-lﬂ\'liik‘![!dl
martjuana is considered “reasonable,”

By Rebecca Bredholt, Point Loma
Nazarene College, Calif./Photo by
Charles C. LaBenz, U. of Arizona

* Entomology 111 — U. of Califomia, Davis — Stu-

dents learn first hand how insects can affect humans. Then they
eat them — on pizza, brownies, cookies and spinach quiche.

* Sexual Deviation — U. of Georgia — Topics range Yum!
from molestation to masturbation to lesbianism, complete with
soft-pom films.
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