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Volleyball: Ducks will make their home debut Sept. 12

B Continued from Page 7

Oregon was coming off a 7-22 season with
only one win in the Pacific-10 Conference.
Although the Ducks only bettered their
overall record by one win and still fin-
ished last in the Pac-10 in Nelson's first
year, attitudes had changed.

Nelson had fully expected the rebuild-
ing process to take several seasons, but
now, only two years later, she is calling
this team the best Oregon has had in many
seasons.

“We are very excited about our team this
year,” Nelson said. “In the couple years
I've been here, we've been young and in-
experienced. For the first year that’s actu-
ally going to change. I think experience is
finally going to be a positive instead of a
negative for us.

“I think this is the best team Oregon has
had in a long, long time, and I think the
win-loss column is finally going to show

some of that improvement.”

The Ducks lost two seniors at the end of
last season but picked up three key fresh-
men to add to the roster. Outside hitter
Amy Banducci, middle blocker Annie
Pogue and setter Michelle Graham will
add to the Ducks’ depth.

Graham is expected to take some of the
pressure of senior Casey Crisler, who has
been Oregon’s only true setter for the past
two years. Banducci and Pogue will add
athleticism to the Ducks. Nelson calls Ban-
ducci “extremely strong and intense,” and
Pogue is a left-handed hitter, giving Ore-
gon some extra offensive schemes to play
around with,

Nelson said these freshmen bring the
team to another physical level.

“The things that are setting this group
apart is that we're taller, we're stronger,
we're faster,” she said. “We're better vol-
leyball players, and our training is really
starting to pay off.”

With the graduation of Amy Barnes, the
Ducks not only lost last season’s leader in
kills, aces and attack percentage, but also
Oregon's team leader both on and off the
court.

“I think we're a team with a lot of lead-
ers, which means good things most of the
time,” Nelson said. "Losing one strong
leader has been hard, but I think we've had
some time to adjust to that now. We have
six seniors and four juniors, so there’s a lot
of people who want to take that leadership
and have the responsibility of taking over
the team when it needs to be done.”

Oregon’s key returnees include junior
middle blocker Alli White, who led the
team in blocking last season, junior out-
side hitter Madeline Ernst, who was
among team leaders in attacks, and Crisler,
who has been an integral part to the team
since walking-on in 1994,

“We're going to have high goals for our-
selves this year,” she said. “We're seniors,

we've been here, we've know what the
Pac-10 is all about. It's not an eye-opening
experience for any of us.”

White said the Ducks already have their
goals for the year laid out.

“I think our main goal for this year is to
be seventh or above in the Pac-10, and I
think we can do that,” she said. “We've
been working up to this season for these
past three years. We think this season is
going to be the season that we really blos-
som.”

Oregon takes its self-proclaimed new
and improved show on the road for two
tournaments before returning home on
Sept. 12 for the Oregon Nike Invitational
featuring Idaho State, Gonzaga and British
Columbia.

The Pac-10 season starts on Sept. 19
when Washington comes to town — the
Ducks' first step toward showing off the
power of rebuilding.
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135 E. 19th Close to campus nd going fast!

K Reserve spacious 3 bdrm/I bath apartment.

FALL RATE Less than a block from campus.

Call 345-5949 or 343-0131 Bjt U Stc-s Parking garage, laundry faci!i?ies.
% Exceptiondlly nice, large 2 Quali Ly vl also

bedrooms with patio or balcony 1% blocks from campus % [1 bdrm house. Less than a block

; iliti id.
% Parking, laundry facilities o S L Ve

% Close to UofO and Safeway

Studios: $395.00/mo.

* Free water, sewer and garbage
* On-site laundry
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Better Property Management

* Quiet, pet free & ;; i BPN
$595-5650 fall 1-bdrm unit: $505.00/mo. Call 461-0199 or 607-1259.

2-bdrm units: $600-$665.00/mo. :
3 bdrm unit: $945.00/mo.

» Washer and dryer in each Looking for a roomma'l.g?

Fa" $275_$285/m0 + Free water, sewer and garbage

1 Alder
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1% blocks from campus Choskiouthe

Ly i Houses: = ‘
Dt I"eet > Clean, FI'J.HTIShEd 3* - 4 bdrm houses: $1,300-%1,600.00/mo. %%l::.]c;gssmeds"’ f

* FREE Utiliies All available Sept. Ist « Call Pat: 484-6346 T %f%
Qu 2V =3 * 1/2 Block To UofO - i
ke PP * On-Site Laundry/Parking
G IoWoTeV.io Il % Quiet Policy Cam Cott

% Pet Free a former Bed & Breakfast has

2 furnished studio rooms

7401
1810 Alder St.,Eugene,OR 9 available for rent.

Reserve for Fall

RESERVE
NOW!

%395 + utilities

A privately owned residence adjacent to campus which provides comfortable ®Quiet, studious

accommodations and a pleasant environment to enhance scholastic success. almOSPhe_TB
Including 19 meals a week during the school year, < No smoking
Y ALL ROOMS INCLUDE: ADDITIONAL FEATURES AVAILABLE: or pets

= WALK TO CAMPUS!

ONE TO EIGHT BEDROOM HOUSES AND DUPLEXES
Leases Available Summer and Fall

BEAT THE RUSH!
SECURE YOUR RENTAL NOw!!!

Come by our office for a free copy
of our campus area listings

private bathrooms in-room refrigerators

L ]
modern furnishings » enclosed parking garage
heat/air-conditioning controls » bicycle storage area
intercom enfry system * |oft units with spiral stairs
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Call Erica 342-5346

basic cable TV service single or double occupancy
lanai balcony coin laundry in building

Call (541) 343-1255 today for details and a tourl
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Look here for a

# Near campus housing also available

VANGUARD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

place to live this fall.

1849 Oak Street » Eugene, OR 97401
541-683-9044
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