Eugene company puts electnc cars on the market

B GIZMO: The small, one-
person vehicles are ideal for
short jaunts around town

By Jennifer Schmitt
Community Editor

Imagine having a car that does-
n't need gasoline, never needs oil
and can be fueled by plugging it
into any electrical outlet that can
take a three-pronged plug.

Imagination has met with reali-
ty, and electric vehicles are on the
market. A Eugene company called
Neighborhood Electric Vehicles
(NEVCO) has built electric vehi-
cles for people to use as an alter-
native form of transportation. The
single passenger vehicle, called a
gizmo, is operated by a battery and
emits no pollution, according to a
NEVCO press release.

The vehicles are similar to a
cross between a car and a bicycle
and are designed to fit the every-
day driving needs of people, said
Carl Watkins, a representative of
NEVCO.

“Our opinion was that we don’t
need to go through a high-tech ex-
pensive design to get an electric
car to work,"” he said. “We wanted
something people could use for
trips around town and still afford
tobuy.”

The $6,450 gizmo costs an aver-
age of a penny a mile to run, de-
pending on people’s individual
utility rates, Watkins said.

The gizmo is designed for short
trips around town since it is only
able to go approximately 25 miles
before the battery runs out, and the
top driving speed for the vehicle is
30 mph, Watkins said.

“This would be perfect for col-
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Employees of EWEB examine an electric car called “gizmo,” which the company will use for meter reading.

lege students who just need some-
thing to get to campus and the
store,” Watkins said.

The vehicles, which are li-
censed and insured as motor
scooters, take approximately three
to four hours to recharge com-
pletely. A 25-foot-long cord is at-
tached to the front of the vehicle
and the battery can be recharged
by plugging it into any 110-volt
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Eugene Water and Electric
Board has leased two gizmos to
add to their motor pool on a trial
basis.

“We think this will fita notch in
our activities and be useful for
things such as meter reading
where we are just traveling around
intown,” said Mathew Northway,
manager of energy management.
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EWEB is planning on using the
first gizmos for meter readers and
home inspectors who make nu-
merous trips around the city.

“Jobs such as meter reading re-
quire just one person usually mak-
ing short trips,” Northway said.
“We are hoping these cars will
cost much less and have less im-
pact on the environment.”

EWEB’s meter readers current-

THE GIZMO

B WHAT: An enclosed, three-
wheeled, all-weather vehicle
operated by a battery

W TOP SPEED: 30 mph

B RANGE: 25 miles -
W RECHARGE TIME: 3.5 hours |
W COST: $6,450 '

M MANUFACTURED BY:
Neighborhood Electric Vehicle
Companyr in Eugene

lv use pu.k uptrurks and blcyc]es
for their trips when the location is
too farto walk, he said.

The two gizmos are an experi-
ment to see how useful they are for
the company.

“We are cautious and didn't
want to just buy 100 right away,”
Northway said. “We are going to
try some experiments and see if
there are applications where we
can use this that we haven't
thought of yet.”

The gizmo does not look like a
standard automobile. For in-
stance, it only has three wheels;
the front two wheels are for steer-
ing and stopping and the back
wheel is for driving. There is no
steering wheel but there are two
levers on either side of the seat that
work similar to handlebars on a bi-
cycle for steering. There are no
pedals to push and the vehicle is
accelerated by pulling on the
throttle.

NEVCO has manufactured five
gizmos and is in the process of
making three more, Watkins said.
There is a waiting list for the vehi-
cles, but Watkins said cars are usu-
ally ready one month after they are
ordered.
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