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‘Moose Mating’ looks at human dating

By Nicole Krueger
Entertainment Editor

hey meet. Attraction.
They date. Love. They
move in together. Sex.
They argue. Bitterness. And it

all happens in about an hour
and a half.

Sounds like love in the ‘90s,
doesn’t it?

Actually, it’s the west coast
premier of David Grae's Moose
Mating, Lord Leebrick Theatre
Company’s latest production.
Directed by Chris Pinto, Moose
Mating is a modern play about,
well, love in the ‘90s.

The play begins when
Michael and Betsy run into each
other at a play in New York.
They are instantly attracted to
each other, and the audience
witnesses the  chemistry
between the two as they flirt
with each other and exchange
cheesy cliches and pick-up
lines. They then proceed to pur-
sue a relationship, with the
assistance of Lonnie and Josie,
their respective friends and
romantic advisers.

Grae effectively adapts Shake-
speare’s dialogue-mixed-with-
monolgue-plus-a-narrator
playwriting style to quickly
guide the audience through the
various stages of the couple’s
relationship and to give viewers
a glimpse into the minds of the
characters. This style works
well, as Michael and Betsy con-
fide to the audience their
thoughts, fears and insecurities,
which they keep hidden from
each other,

The play, which
both portrays and
parodies the para-
noia of modern dat-
ing rituals, rings true
— a little too true.
Both of the main
characters are easy to
identify with, as are
their actions, behav-
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Cast members are Susan Browning Burns, Christopher Leebrick, Paul
Rhoden and Renee Morrison (clockwise from upper left).

aged audience members seemed
to find the play hilarious.)

The acting started out a little
stiff and forced, but once the
cast members relaxed into their
roles the dialogue became much
more natural. Renee
Morrison and Paul
Rhoden hold the play
together as Betsy and

Michael, delivering
good, steady perfor-
mances.

They are outshone,
however, by Christo-

jor and motives, life script) pher Leebrick as Lon-
Their first date, S nie and Susan
shown in a series of u mEHE. Lord Browning Burns as
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slides featuring Company Josie.
“dialogue bubbles” Leebrick and Burns
that betray their true 1 WHEN: May 30- provide most of the

thoughts, is one that
most of us have prob- 14
ably been on — pos-
sibly more than once.

As a romantic
comedy, Moose Mat-
ing falls a little flat.
It is amusing and
enjoyable, but it
earned little more
than a few chuckles from me. A
few good comic lines stand out,
but the rest is more cute than it
is funny. (This may merely be a
matter of generation, however,
as some of the more middle-

31, June 5-7 and 12-

W COST: $12 Friday
and Saturday, $9
Thursday-Sunday

B CALL: LLTC at
465-1506 or the Hult
Center at 682-5000

comic relief with
their vivid, energetic,
don’t-let-him/her-
know-you-like-
him/her characters.
Lonnie’s compari-
son between human
dating and moose
mating rituals pro-
vides the play with
its theme and title, and Leebrick
plays the offbeat, blissfully
obnoxious character with relish.
His Lonnie is both annoying and
likeable, and the energy Lee-
brick brings to the role keeps the
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play from growing stangnant.

Likewise, Burns is excellent
in the role of the dating-savvy
Josie, who coaches Betsy at the
game. Her New York accent is
strong and appealing, and it
adds a “Saturday Night Live”
flavor to the play.

Justin Guadagni is not to be
overlooked as the narrator,
Without him, the play would
lose much of the humor and sar-
casm he delivers through his
lines. The live musicians, who
provide mood music, accent the
play’s humor and help to move
the plot along, also deserve
applause.

Altogether, Moose Mating is
an amusing and insightful
exploration of relationships and
dating rituals in the ‘90s, It is
based upon a premise that most
people should be able to identi-
fy with, and it is presented in an
unusual manner. Although not
uproariously funny, for $12 Fri-
day and Saturday and $9 Thurs-
day through Sunday, the play is
definitely worth seeing.

The production will continue
May 30-31, June 5-7 and 12-14
at Lord Leebrick Theatre Com-
pany. For tickets or more infor-
mation, call the theater at
465-1506 or the Hult Center at
682-5000.
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30 Walker T. Ryan
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4  Craig Canhorn
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT IS LADIES NIGHT
10- MIDNIGHT
Microbrews & Domestics on t

KEGS TO GO!

Selling Hefe’s $80.00
Monday Night Pool Tourney ¢ Sign Up 6:30, starts 7:00

FREE POOL SUNDAY & TUESDAY EVENING
Enjoy Guinness by the fireplace

2657 Willamette * 344-0816
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BUTTE BREWING

RESTAURANT
AND BREWHOUSE

KEGS TO GO

Every day low prices

Keg $89 - 99 + deposit
Pony $55% - 60™ + deposit
Please call ahead to
reserve your keg.

Featuring on Tap:

SPENCER'S HEFEWEIZEN
DUNKELWEIZEN = McKENZIE PALE
ALE- MT. BALDY ESB.
BLACK CADDIS PORTER
GATEWAY GOLDEN ALE

Look for our grain tower
just off Beltline & Gateway
Next to the Rodeway Inn
and Marriott Courtyard.

Open Daily 11:30
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