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State won’t commit to higher education

B BUDGET: The Legislature
avoided slashing the budget
for higher education, but the
figures are still falling short

By Landon Hall
Associaled Press

SALEM — Oregon’s higher ed-
ucation system is about to snap a
six-year financial losing streak,
But the state’s seven public col-
leges and universities aren’t in the
mood to celebrate.

The state Legislature’s contri-
bution to higher education has
been on the decline since 1991, a
year after voters passed the Mea-
sure 5 property-tax cut. The slide
continued until three weeks ago,
when the Senate approved a $1.9
billion budget that included a
two-year freeze on undergraduate
in-state tuition and limited salary
increases for faculty members.

By legislative standards, the
budget was a landslide winner,
passing by a unanimous vote.
Many lawmakers praised the bud-
get, saying they had turned the
corner on supporting college stu-
dents in Oregon.

But higher education observers
say lawmakers have only stopped
the bleeding, not treated the
wound.

Following up on the gory analo-
gy, Oregon State University politi-
cal science professor Bill Lunch
said the state falls woefully short
in its commitment to students.

“We've had Legislatures that

have successively chopped off
various limbs, either with surgical
procedures oran ax,” Lunch said.
“I'm glad we’re not losing as
many fingers and toes this year,
but it’s not a budget that restores
much of anything.”

Since 1990, Oregon State has
had to cut several programs, and
students are taking their business
elsewhere: Enrollment has
dropped from about 16,500 in
1990 to 14,000 this year.

If the House approves the Sen-
ate budget, the state's share of the
higher education pie will be $577
million, up by about 10 percent
from the previous budget. Schools
make up most of the rest from tu-
ition, fees and federal funds.

But the state’s contribution has
dwindled from about 14 percent
of the general fund in 1989 to 7
percent today.

Sen. Tom Hartung, who as a
member of the Ways and Means
Committee helped draw up the
higher education budget, ac-
knowledges the current contribu-
tion isn't nearly enough.

“Because we disinvested for
such a long time, we have a lot of
catching up to do,"” the Beaverton
Republican said.

Hartung said the budget will be
augmented with separate increas-
es for engineering programs and
new educational technology.

John Moseley, Vice President
for Academic Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, said program
cuts might be on the way unless

the state comes up with more
funding next session.

‘“While this is the best budget
we've seen in a long time, it still
leaves the University of Oregon at
the lowest level we've seen in our
peer institutions,” Moseley said.

Oregon belongs to the Ameri-
can Association of Universities, a
group of 30 institutions. Of those
schools, Oregon is 29th in terms
of financial commitment from its
state Legislature.

The University took in $100.3
million in tuition and fees in
1996, and $44.8 million from state
allocations. That's a state contri-
buticn of 31 percent of total rev-
enues.

Contrast that with the Universi-
ty of Florida. Despite a much larg-
er enrollment, Gator students
paid out $89 million in tuition
last year, while the Florida Legis-
lature contributed $416 million or
82 percent.

Only Colorado University fared
worse than Oregon, with 29 per-
cent of its budget coming from the
state.

Students will get some relief
with the tuition freeze, which
Gov. John Kitzhaber had sought
after an 80 percent increase over
the past six years. Tuition at the
University of Oregon is $3,540 for
undergraduates.

Denyse Moore, a graduating se-
nior at Western Oregon Universi-
ty in Monmouth, said the tuition
freeze will help students make
ends meet,

“I'think that’s a first step,” said
Moore, a 21-year-old speech com-
munications major. “Students are
having a heck of a time with
loans. Now they can start catching
up.”

Observers are more concerned
about faculty salaries. The Sen-
ate’s budget would raise salaries 2
percent across the board. Educa-
tors say 3 to 4 percent is needed to
keep the best faculty from leaving
the state.

“We run the serious risk of los-
ing the talents and ideas of many
of our valuable and experienced
teachers as they move to states
that recognize their value,” said
Joseph Cox, chancellor of the
Oregon State System of Higher
Education.

Full professors in Oregon earn
an average salary of $60,900 per
year, compared to $70,900 in
Washington state. All faculty
members make an average of
$46,800, about $14,600 less than
the average among the 30 schools
in the Association of American
Universities.

Hartung hopes the latest bud-
get proposal represents a trend
toward increased financing for
higher education,

"I expect our economy to con-
tinue to grow, so I expect there
will be additional funds,” he
said. “Of course, it won't be at
the level people in higher educa-
tion think it should be. It never
will be.”

New proposal would protect privacy of Web users
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MINTERNET: Computer companies are
developing a format to limit the
automatic sending of personal
information to Web site operators

By David E. Kalish
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Netscape Communications
Corp. and other high-tech companies plan to
propose a global standard to protect the priva-
cy of World Wide Web users while sharpen-
ing the ability of marketers to target them.

The companies planned to announce a
common format on Tuesday that would en-
able Web surfers to stop personal information
from being sent automatically from their per-
sonal computers to Web site operators.

The proposal seeks to ease privacy advo-
cates’ worries that personal information is

gathered by Web site operators without com-
puter users’ approval.

Web site computers now have the ability to
plant nuggets of information — known as
“cookies” in Web parlance — into a user’s PC,

When users first visit a Web site, they may
give their name and other personal informa-
tion. The Web site computer stores that infor-
mation in the user’s hard-drive so that during
the next visit to the site it will retrieve the
cookie and greet the user by name.

But that same technology can do much
more. It can track which Web sites are visited,
what pages are looked at, even a user’'s hob-
bies, then link the data to people’s names and
addresses. Site owners can sell the informa-
tion to advertisers and other interested par-
ties, without the consent or knowledge of
users,

Cleanling
Out Your
Office?

Please contact Campus Recycling at
346-5275 to schedule pickup of
large quantities for recycling.

Remember to drop off unwanted office
supplies at the Reusable Office Supply
Exchange in 182 PLC.

Contact 346-1529 for more information.
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University of Oregon .
Environmental Issues Committee

Under one possible application of the new
system, people who visit Web sites could see
a box pop up that asks them to specify what
information they want to share. For example,
a user can specify that his or her name and
electronic mail address be available but no
personal hobbies.

In addition, each time a new site is visited
the Web surfer would be told what personal
information is being requested and can opt to
block it.

The method aims to help marketers target
people more efficiently. For example, “junk’
e-mail would only be sent to those Web users
potentially interested in a specific product.

Internet businesses hope that making users
more confident and secure about the data
they send online will boost their use of the In-
ternet for buying products.
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Save A Life

Commaunity Adult CPR/First Aid Workshop/Infant/Child CPR
$15 Fee Includes

4 Hour Class * Instruction Booklet ¢
Red Cross C.P.R. Certification Card
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MAY

27 Tues 5:00-9:00 Adule

28 Wed 5:00-9:00 Ist Aid
JUNE __

2 Mon 5:00-9:00 Child/Infant
3 Tues 5:00-9:00 Adult

4 Wed 5:00-9:00 I st Aid

* American Red Cross Certified
* Health Center Cafeteria « $15.00
* Current CPR card needed for First Aid Class

Register Early 346- 2770
W Sponsored by the Health Center Health Education Program

A A A A A A A ddddd Al dddd ]

[€€€¢¢¢eeeeceeeceessececese

JHave a healthy curiosity?

Lane County Public Health
offers Walk-In
Confidential HIV Testing

Koinonia Center
1414 Kincaid
Mondays 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Call 682-4013
“Nlaking it easier
to be safe and sure...”

Instant
passport
- pictures,
Immigration
pictures
& 1.D.
pictures

to speed
you on
your way

Flattering passport
pictures,in full
color or black and
white, in just two
minutes.
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CAMERA CENTERS
WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Eugene
849 E. 13th
Springfield
651 W. Centennial




