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Vote: New code expands off-campus jurisdiction

B Continued from Page 1
person would accept is an accepted legal ap-
proach to the definition of terms.”

Soper is also concerned about the penal-
ties of the rule.

In response, he and University Senator
Dietrich Belitz developed a faculty group
called the Standards of Evidence Commit-
tee, which promotes the idea that faculty
members should not be fired or severely
punished for violating a University rule un-
less there is “clear and convincing evi-
dence” that they violated therule.

“We're worried about someone loosing
their job and probably their whole career,”
Sopersaid.

But Lehrman said such worries lose sight
of the range of penalties.

“There’s enough paranoia to go around
on thisissue,” he said.

The penalties can range from a letter of
reprimand to a sanction. A sanction will
lead to a contested case hearing, which may
resultin an unpaid leave of absence, a leave
of absence, suspension or termination of the
faculty member if found guilty, Lehrman

In response to the penalties, the Stan-
dards of Evidence Committee developed a
statement of principle that proposes stan-
dards they believe should apply in cases of
alleged faculty violation of University rules.

“A University faculty member should not
be punished by a financial penalty of greater
than $10,000 or by dismissal from the Uni-
versity for breaking a University rule unless
there is clear and convincing evidence that
the faculty member did, in fact, break the
rule,” the statement states.

Soper and Belitz developed a web page
asking faculty members to voice support or
opposition of their statement of principle.
The group is seeking enough support to
have the wording of the rule changed before
it's enacted, Soper said.

As of Tuesday, 55 people responded,
with 48 in favor, five opposed and two un-
decided.

The 48 in favor include all three of the fac-
ulty named this year as CAS Distinguished
Professors, three out of the three immediate
past presidents of the University Senate and
two members of the National Academy of

Soper said one of the downfalls of passing
this rule would be faculty members who
avoid any type of relationship that could
possibly be considered too close with a stu-
dent for fear of termination.

“In my mind that's awful,” he said. “One
of the joys of being a teacher is the interac-
tion with students.”

With the revision of the Sexual Miscon-
duct motion of the conduct code, Elaine
Green, associate dean of the Office of Stu-
dent Life and student conduct code coordi-
nator, said she is optimistic about the Senate
passing the motion. The motion includes
descriptions of sexual misconduct and defi-
nitions of rape and sexual assault.

The Student Conduct Committee went
through 22 drafts of the proposal until they
were satisfied, Green said.

The original draft of the motion said stu-
dents could be penalized for sexual miscon-
duct that was committed “on or off the Uni-
versity campus.” Now, it is limited to
actions on University-owned or controlled
property or at University-sponsored activi-
ties.
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ual misconduct offenses into three areas —

rape, sexual assault and unwanted sexual
behavior.

But Green said the area of unwanted sex-
ual behavior was taken out because it's al-
ready covered by the University’s rules un-
der sexual harassment.

The definition of “explicit consent” has
alsobeen revised since the first draft.

At first, explicit consent included, but
wasn'’t limited to, an affirmative verbal re-
sponse. Now, it includes “an affirmative
verbal response or voluntary acts unmistak-
able in their meaning.”

With such changes, Green said the final
draft still has the same spirit of the first pro-
vision.

“It has a clear definition of consent, it is
gender neutral and it expands the off-cam-
pus jurisdiction more than it is now,” she
said. “We know that rape is a unique prob-
lem at the University; victims often with-
draw from the University. If it passes, it will
increase students’ confidence in the Uni-
versity’s ability to respond torape.”
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Health Center front desk.

Completed applications should be
submitted to the Health Director’s office
by Tuesday, May 20.

Contact Beth Pfeiffer at 346-6021, call UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

346-News, ext. 3005, stop by 211 C é I : I EER
Hendricks Hall or visit the Mentor ‘-
Program Homepage at http:// i l
uocareer.uoregon.edu/mentor/ Sponsored by the Associated Students of the :
welcome.html for more information. e

Alumni Association and the University of Oregon
Alumni Association.

Please call 346-4447
for more information.
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