
Concert: Bono steals the show with antics 
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“So, what do you think of all 
this shit?” he asked the audience. 
“Like they say in New Orleans, 
that’s some other kind of shit.” Be- 
tween the singer’s antics and the 
band’s solid performance, U2 
proved that the “Popmart” tour is 
more than just some dazzling 
props and glitzy light tricks — 

even though both were used 
shamelessly. 

Although the entire band put 
forth enough energy to rock 
Autzen, Bono stole the show. 

During “Mofo,” he leapt around 
the stage in an unself-conscious 
attempt at martial arts. During 
“Miami,” he strutted out onto the 
catwalk and performed clumsy 
hat tricks for the audience, smil- 
ing at a failed attempt to flip a fe- 
dora onto his head with an um- 

brella. He went through three 
costumes throughout the concert, 
one of which featured a chest and 
back of bulging (but painted-on) 
muscles. He ended the show in a 

black suit studded with reflective 
polka-dots. 

U2’s music contained as many 
surprises as their stage antics. Af- 
ter singing several numbers, in- 
cluding “Staring at the Sun,” 
Bono introduced The Edge, who 
then took over the mike while the 
singer went backstage to change. 

“Tonight, for the first time ever 

in Oregon, for you,” the guitarist 
said just before breaking into 
“Daydream Believer.” The lyrics 
appeared on the video screen so 
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The Edge plays a solo during one 

of the band’s opening numbers. 

the audience could sing along. 
Most of the music played was 

from Pop, and these songs went 
over well with the audience; they 
sounded polished even though 
the tour is still in its infancy. How- 
ever, no one complained when the 
band played old favorites such as 

“I Still Haven’t Found What I’m 
Looking For” and “Where the 
Streets Have No Name.” After all, 
they’re U2. 

The last strains of the final song 
are still echoing, and Bono wishes 
the audience good night. The 
neon is extinguished, and U2 
leaves the stage. The show is over. 

Or is it? 
Suddenly the 35-foot lemon 

that has been leaning in a corner 

of the stage is “peeled,” revealing 
the gigantic disco ball underneath. 
The lights snap back on, and the 
stadium is freckled with millions 
of revolving dots of light. The the 
lemon begins to advance onto the 
catwalk. 

As the top of the lemon begins 
to rise, the audience knows what’s 
coming. Mullen, Clayton, The 
Edge and Bono are standing inside 
the fruit. They descend a ladder 
and begin to play once more at the 
end of the catwalk. 

U2 is back for an encore. 
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The “PopMart” set includes a 100-foot arch and a huge video screen. 
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Bono 
sings to 
the 
crowd 
from 
center 
stage. 

MATT GARTON/Emerald 
U2 was on stage for a total of two and a half hours, including encores, during their Tuesday night concert at Autzen Stadium. 
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