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Test fails to arrive for exammatlon

B PRAXIS: The exam for
prospective teachers was
never sent by Educational
Testing Services

By Amy Palanuk
Higher Education Reporter

Friday afternoon David Es-
pinoza called New Jersey, won-
dering where the tests were. It
was four o’clock, and the Praxis
program tests, scheduled to be
given the next day to nearly 200
prospective teachers from across
the state, had not yet arrived.

Espinoza, University Test Cen-
ter supervisor, wanted to know
why.

The answer Espinoza got from
the Educational Testing Services
was the tests never left Princeton.

“There was nothing to be done
at that point except prepare to
face the people the next day,” Es-
pinoza said.

And face them he did. With a
detailed letter explaining what
happened, Espinoza faced infuri-
ated test takers who had traveled
from as far away as Portland and
Eastern Oregon. Many wondered
why they had not been informed
earlier.

“He could've called us,” said
Lou Polcari, a prospective
teacher who earned his masters
in music at the University. “It’s a
bummer of a job but I would’ve
done it.”

Espinoza said all he had were

the names, testing numbers and
type of exam for each test taker.

“There is no way humanly
possible that I could have called
everyone,” Espinoza said. “I was
not going to thumb through every
phone book in the state of Ore-
gon for their numbers.”

For many of the people sched-
uled to take the exam, the test
meant more than a few hours on
a Saturday morning. It meant the
chance to get a job.

“This is worse than taking the
SAT because your whole career
is on the line,” Polcari said. “You
can't get a gig without this test.”

The Praxis program tests mea-
sure levels and areas of specialty
ranging from music to science
and are required for teaching cer-
tification in Oregon.

At this point, students will
have the option to collect a re-
fund or to take the test in July.

“But I understand that's proba-
bly not the most desirable
choice,” Espinoza said.

There is also the possibility of
a scheduled retake for May 31.

But Espinoza calls the resched-
ule tentative because he still
needs to confirm that a resched-
ule is possible with the Educa-
tional Testing Services in Prince-
ton. By the time of publication,
no one at the ETS was available
for comment.

Getting the shipment will be
the first step.

€€ Folks have put out afair
amount of money. Idon't
believe the option of a make-
up will be squashed because
a lot of people still need to
take the test. >

David Espinoza
University Test Center Supervisor

“If we don't have the books, we
can't give the tests,” Espinoza
said.

Upon delivery of the tests, no-
tifying test takers of the resched-
ule will be the next step.

“I don’t know if I can do it on
the 31st, this was scheduled
months in advance,” Polcari said.

The tests ranged from a mini-
mum of $80 to $170 for each test,
with many people signed up for
multiple tests.

“Folks have put out a fair
amount of money,” Espinoza
said. “I don't believe the option
of a make-up will be squashed
because a lot of people still need
to take the test.”

But the final decision will be
made today, when Espinoza calls
for an explanation from the test-
ing service in New Jersey.

“It's a big mess,” Espinoza
said.
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GIVE US TIME
TO REPAY
YOUR LOAN.

After just three years in the Army, your
college loan could be a thing of the past.

Under the Army’s Loan Repayment program,
each year you serve on active duty reduces your
indebtedness by one-third or $1,500, whichever
amount is greater, up to a $65,000 limit.

This offer applies to Perkins Loans, Stafford
Loans and certain other federally insured loans
which are not in default.

And this is just the first of many benefits the
Army will give you. Get the whole story from your
Army Recruiter.

345-3877

ARMY.
BE ALL YOU CAN BE.®

www.goarmy.com
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Speakeasy Deli %% %% (creative theme, fresh ingredients)

B WHERE: 1930 Franklin Blvd.

B HOURS: Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday-

Sunday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

B COST: $5-6

H Best Bet: Wiseguy Special with soup of the day, beer
battered onion rings. *

* As reviewed by the Oregon Daily Emerald
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