Several student-related hills advance

M LEGISLATURE: Among bills
which had a hearing are
those to cut incidental fees
and alter housing rules

By Sarah Keech
Higher Education Reporter

As of Friday, all bills in the

state legislature that have not had a property owner or rental agenc Z A= |~
a hearing will proceed no further I , na?nnot discriminate. Currently}i il j’—:l % S E RVICE’
in the legislative process. student union buildings like the  student enrollment status can be = INC.
“All of the bills we are support-  EMU; these fees would be ab-  a factor in denying rental privi- -
ing this session made it past the  sorbed into regular tuition. leges. 342-2912 2025 Franklin Bivd. Eugene, Oregon, 97402

hearings phase,” explained Jon
Isaacs, field organizer for the Ore-
gon Student Association.

Along with the supported bills
came some the OSA wants
stopped, Issacs said.

“House Bill (HB) 3644 is still
alive and headed to a work ses-
sion in the next week or two,” he
said,

During the work session, HB
3644, which proposes to elimi-
nate student incidental fees, is ex-
pected to be amended to change
the bill's focus.

“One amendment that is ex-
pected to be added would ex-
clude athletics and student union
buildings from the proposed
check-off system,” Isaacs said.

This means that students
would not have to worry about
funding athletic programs and
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The Oregon need grant is the
only financial aid given by the
state.

—Jon Isaacs
Oregon Student Association

One of the other bills being
closely watched by the OSA is
Senate Bill (SB) 5530, relating to
the Oregon need grant,

“The Oregon need grant is the
only financial aid given by the
state. About 25 percent of Oregon
college students who are eligible
for the Oregon need grant are not
covered because the state lacks
the funds,” Isaacs said.

The association is seeking to
find an additional $6.1 million
from the state legislature to ensure
all students eligible for the need
grant receive it.

Other student-related bills that
have made it past the hearings
phase include SB 1158, relating to
tax credits for working students,
and SB 760, relating to student
status in housing discrimination.

“SB 760 has a better chance of

the two of having a work session,”
said Jef Green, an aide in Senator
Randy Leonard’s office in Salem.

“But, there is so little support
for that bill that it may not even
make it to a work session,” he
said.

SB 760 would add student en-
rollment status to a list of reasons

In Eugene, apartment complex-
es like Parkgrove limit the num-
ber of students that live in their fa-
cilities.

“It is such a simple issue, it
would be such an easy thing to get
through the legislature. Our prob-
lem is that there is little support;
there are not many people who
care enough about the issue,”
Green said.

The other student related-bill
sponsored by Leonard’s office is
SB 1158. This bill had a group
gavel hearing and must have a
regular hearing before it can pro-
ceed through the legislature,

The only deadline ahead is the
end of the legislative session, set
for late spring or early summer.
Any bills that have not passed
through the House and Senate
will die and not become law,
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Informational Meeting for

Duck Mascot Tryout

Wednesday, May 7th ¢ 6:00 p.m.
Casanova Athletic Center at Autzen Stadium

Duck Mascot Tryout

Monday, May 12th * 6:30 p.m.
Pittman Room in the Casanova Center

For more information, call Laraine Raish at 346-5485
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Expert Instructors

teach you how

to master

every question

on the MCAT.

Do not miss your chance to
prepare with the best.

Classes begin May 7th
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OR STOP BY OUR CENTER AT
720 East 13th #303
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University of Oregon
Center for Asian and Pacific Studies presents the
FREEMAN LECTURE SERIES

HINA 2000:

Perspectives on a Rising
Superpower

A five-week public lecture series made possible through the
generosity of the Freeman Foundation

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

China’s One-Country/Two-Systems Policy:

The Future of Hong Kong & Taiwan
Professor Carolyn Cartier, U of O, Geography
Tuesday, April 29 ¢ 7:30-9:00 p.m.

. Chiles Business Center, Room 128, U of O

For more information, call or fax:

Center for Asian and Pacific Studies
(541) 346-5084, Fax (541) 346-0802

Sponsored by the University of Oregon Center for Asian and Pacific Studies
in cooperation with Lewis & Clark College and the Central Oregon Community College.
An equal-opportunity, affirmative action institution committed to cultural diversity and the
Americans with Disabilities Act. This publication will be provided in accessible formats upon
request. Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided if requested in advance.
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