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Kingsolver examines issue of governmental injustice

M POLITICS: The author read from
her book ‘Animal Dreams,” which is
dedicated to Ben Linder’s memory

By Angie Suchy
Student Activities Editor

Author Barbara Kingsolver spoke to a
packed audience at Agate Auditorium
Thursday about atrocities in Central Amer-
ica and political wrongdoing she has been
made aware of,

As part of the ten-year commemoration
of the death of Ben Linder, Kingsolver read
from her book Animal Dreams and spoke of
her frustration with a number of actions by
the U.S. government.

“I despise being a taxpaying citizen of a
nation that lets children starve in the
street,” she said. "I despise that my taxes
pay for bombs — and not just any bombs,
but phosphorus bombs which are devised

to burn the skin off human bodies.

“This is not just in the past; this is where
we live.”

She relayed a recurring story of standing
on a picket line outside a federal building
and having “some patriot” drive by and
shout to love America or leave it.

Though Kingsolver said she is frustrated
by these actions and often wants to flee the
country, she amphamzed that escapism

“only works if you're running toward
something,” she said.

She then outlined possibilities for deal-
ing with society: to be paralyzed with guilt,
to lie to yourself, to believe in what she
calls “America’s favorite mythology” of ra-
tionalizing human injustices by saying peo-
ple get what they deserve.

She called the process of rationalizing all
forms of injustice as a form of evil. She il-
lustrated this point with the example of a
homeless man standing in a parking lot

with a cardboard sign, who could have
ended up there after being fired from a
long-term job.

Kingsolver said, “Action is the valid
choice because it keeps you whole. Action
is the anecdote to guilt and grief and help-
lessness.”

Kingsolver also talked about the acts of
heroism she sees in her own actions in re-
sponse to societal problems. She gave an
example of teaching her youngest daughter
how to share and noted the importance of
small actions such as this. “Seldom do I
have the occasion to lay my life on the
line,” she said in reference to Ben Linder.
“But that doesn’t mean I am any less hero-
i

She went on to read a passage from Ani-
mal Dreams, her book dedicated to the
memory of Linder, where a character is
grappling with becoming discouraged by
the politics in Nicaragua. “You think of
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I despise being a taxpaying citizen of a
nation that lets children starve in the
street. I despise that my taxes pay for
bombs — and not just any bombs, but
phosphorus bombs which are devised to
burn the skin off human bodies.

— Barbara Kingsolver
Author

revolution as all or nothing. I think of it as
one more morning in a muggy cotton
field... wars and elections are both too big
and too small to matter in the long run..
the very least you can do in life is to ﬁgure
out what to hope for.”

Council split over funding culture, recreation

B BUDGET: The local arts
received a $40,000 allocation

By Eric Collins
Community Reporter

A $40,000 allocation to local
arts organizations was the only
cultural and recreation program
included in a finalized budget-
cutting recommendation ap-
proved by Eugene officials Thurs-
day night, despite the attempt by
Councilwoman Betty Taylor to set
aside $1.9 million for those leisure
and cultural services.

Taylor’'s amendment to the
council committee on Ballot Mea-
sure 47's budget would have mini-

Several events will
close music festival

The Music Today Festival's
month-long series of events are con-
cluding soon with four more perfor-
mances to close the festival.

Today, jazz musicians from the
School of Music's jazz studies pro-
gram will perform “The Jazz Cafe.”
Tony Jefferson will join the musi-
cians as the guest drummer.

The performance will be at 8 p.m.
in room 186 of the Music Building.
Tickets will be available at the door
and are $4 for general admission and
$2 for students and senior citizens.

On Monday, April 28, Basso Bon-
go, a contemporary music ensem-

ble, and the University’s Pacific Rim

Gamelan will perform at 8 p.m.On
Tuesday, April 29, The Oregon String

mally funded, but continued ser-
vice, to aquatics, community cen-
ters and other recreation programs
for one year, beginning July 1.
However, in a 5-5 split vote of
committee members, Mayor Jim
Torrey voted in opposition,
pulling the amendment off the
committee’s recommendation.

The conflict resulted from the
belief of some committee mem-
bers that permanent funding for
recreation should be instituted in-
stead of just the one-year mandate.
“I'm not supportive of funding the
recreation program and then hav-
ing it die,” said committee mem-
ber Alan Zelenka. “I don’t think it

Quartet will perform in concert as
part of the Faculty Artist Series at 8
p.m. in Beall Cancert Hall.

On Thursday, May 1, University
graduate students in vocal studies
will perform a concert entitled “Musi-
cal Postcards from the Edge.” For
more information on the concerts,
call the School of Music at 346-
5678.

Conference focuses

on nuclear power

~ Nuclear power and the disasters
that stem from its mismanagement
are the topics for a conference on
Saturday. The symposium, “Nuclear
Nirvana/Nemesis?” is being hosted

by the Wesley Center. John Baldwin,

the director for Institute for Sustain-
able Environment will talk about the
Chernoby! incident 11 years ago and

gets us anywhere.”

Councilwoman Taylor said she
believed her amendment would
give the council more time to find
a strategy to permanently contin-
ue recreation programs. However,
Zelenka noted that recreation pro-
grams won't cease to exist as of
July 1, but will be downsizing
from July until February of 1998.

Committee members have been
working on a strategy to cut the
city’sbudget by $12 million due to
the property-tax revenue decrease
the city must deal with in the
wake of Measure 47,

Despite the recreation decision,
committee members voted in fa-
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the problems it has created. The
‘conference, which is being held at
1236 Kincaid Street, begins at noon
‘and wiil end at 5 p.m. April 26.

UCLA prof to address
race attitudes .
Dr. Lawrence Bobo, professor of
sociology and director of the Center
for Research on Race, Policy and So-
ciety at UCLA, will speak today at
noon in 333 Gilbert. His presentation

is entitled “*Race, Immigration and
the Sense of Group Position.”

vor of funding back $40,000 in
transient-room-tax money to sup-
port community arts organiza-
tions. In addition, the committee
will prioritize services tobe added
back to the budget if future money
is found. Zelenka said he would
recommend recreation services as
the highest priority.

Currently specialized recre-
ation, the Outdoor program and
community arts are the only cul-
tural and leisure services to have
survived the budget cuts.

The City Council must still ap-
prove the recommendation before
it is adopted by the budget com-
mittee.

According to the promotional fiy-
er, Dr. Bobo is a “nationally recog-
nized expert on racial attitudes, race
relations, public opinion and political
behavior.” :

'Earth Festival will

feature bands, food

The Survival Center is sponsoring
an Earth Festival on Saturday, April

26 from 11a.m. to 7:30 p.m. The all-

day event includes information, food
booths and a different musical
groupeachhour.

Holy Cow, Alexander’s Great

~ Falafel, Rusty’s Handbuilt and Gene-
 sis Juice will have food booths at the

festival.
Bands playing throughout the day

include Bindass, Kudana, Timothy

Hull, Peter Wilde, The Sugar Beets
and Golden Delicious.

IS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Looking for a career, not just a job? Fireman’s Fund is
looking for Associate Systems Engineers who want to solve
business problems, not just apply technology. We seek
people who are eager to grow and learn and who can
demonstrate initiative and ownership.

Fireman’s Fund leads the insurance industry in utilizing high
technology and state-of-the-art computer systems in every
aspect of our business. As an Associate Systems Engineer,
you will work at the Home Office in Novato, California, 30

We are seeking bright, energetic people and prefer a
Bachelor’s degree in MIS or Computer Science but will
consider other degrees. We require a 3.0 GPA and two
semesters of the same procedural language (C, C++,

COBOL, etc.).

For additional information, please join us for pizza and
refreshments at an information session Monday, May 12,
from 6-7:30 pm, in EMU Cedar C. To schedule an interview
on May 13, please sign up in the Career Center. Resumes
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College Students -*18.00
Exp. 6-6-97
1-800-452-6376

ROLLER BLADE
RENTALS
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$50 deposit required
(Pads included with rental)
e s

BPOETING  GOOOS

199 W. 8th Eugene - 484-7344
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\' off skateboards

Bring in this coupon for $5.00 off
I any skateboard in stock. Expires 5/7/07, I

(] 57 W. Broadway ||

BEHIND U.S. BANK

687-0139
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"The Land East”

miles north of San Francisco, near California’s wine country. are due by April 29th.
- in ; Lunch
Following a three month structured training program you Check out our web site at
will work in a team environment with Business Analysts www.the-fund.com. NGRS P Monday tgr:ough Saturday
and other Systems Engineers to develop automated a e hltl;l-' n: I;N =
solutions to complex business problems. You will work . 9
closely with our business partners and be able to see the Fireman’s 6393 :rgl:r;:;gl
impact of your work. Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D _Fund g,
L 343-966I
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