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Knowledge 
Oregon’s largest research li- 
brary has been 
remodeled many times since 
it was constructed 

By Dennis Bolt 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Everything around campus 
seems to be named after 
Phil Knight. The library 

and the new law school are two 
of the largest buildings that 
have the Knight name. But, did 
you know that the library exist- 
ed long before Phil Knight ever 
came to campus? 

The Knight Library, the 
largest library between 

$500,000. In comparison, the 
1994 addition cost almost $30 
million, and the state con- 
tributed almost $18 million. 

As well as founding the archi- 
tecture school, Lawrence was 

responsible for designing the 
majority of the historic build- 
ings on campus. His most typi- 
cal buildings are those sur- 

rounding the Knight Library in 
the Memorial Quad and those 
near the “Pioneer Mother” 
statue. 

The library was envisioned as 
the backdrop for the main acad- 
emic quad on campus. This ef- 
fect can best be seen by watch- 
ing the opening scene in 

San Francisco and Seat- 
tle, is a building that 
houses much history 
and has undergone 
three major additions. 

Before the current li- 
brary was built in 1937, 
the collection of books 

Animal House, where a 

fake statue creates just 
the right “Ivy League” 
atmosphere in front of 
the library’s 60-year-old 
brick facade. 

Works Progress Ad- 
ministration workers 
hplnpH rrooto f a 1 i 

was stored in renton 
Hall, which was specifi- 
cally designed as the li- 
brary in 1907. The rem- 

nants of the old stacks 
are still put to good use 

by the University 
archives and the mathe- 
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brary’s art deco look 
when building it dur- 
ing the height of the De- 
pression. Much of 
Lawrence’s work at the 
library and museum 

uses artwork in the 
design. matics library. 

Both the current library and 
its neighbor, the Museum of 
Art, were designed by the most 
influential campus architect 
and planner, Ellis F. Lawrence. 

No state funds were used to 
build the original Knight Li- 
brary, and the total cost of the 
1937 building was only 

The Knight Library is one of 
the best examples of architec- 
ture integrated with art in Ore- 
gon. From the carved inscrip- 
tion over the main doors to the 
stone heads at the top of the fa- 
cade, there are touches of art 

everywhere. In the original 
building, metal gates, murals 
and stone carving all add to the 

experience of Lawrence’s 
original design. 

The stone heads represent 15 
areas of academic life on cam- 

pus, and include such notable 
figures as Shakespeare, Thomas 
Jefferson and Darwin. Accord- 
ing to a University publication, 
Edna Dunberg, the University 
student who carved these fig- 
ures, died in her twenties, only 
a few months after the library 
was complete 

Continuing the artistic tradi- 
tion, the 1994 addition helps re- 
unite the old building and the 
subsequent additions. Brick, 
stone and copper make this 
newest addition appear much 
like the new science buildings. 

According to Andrew 
Bonamici, the associate Univer- 
sity librarian, the newly com- 

pleted addition was a long time 
in coming and attempts to satis- 
fy many user questions. In the 
late 1980s, students complained 
there were too few seats, too few 
places to study and too much 
variation in temperature. 

On the 50th anniversary in 
1987, planning for a new addi- 
tion came up with four goals: 
integration of the three major 
additions, expansion of reading 
spaces, flexibility of use and 
recognition of library history. 

Built long before Knight was 
on campus, the library is con- 

tinuing to grow and is ap- 
proaching the 2.5 million book 
mark. While it serves a large 
part of students’ academic 
needs, it also is an integral part 
of the Lawrence campus plan. 

F J^ac ulty, staff mn1 students of 

the ilniversity of Oregon, 

as well as members of the public, 

are invited to attend 

a presentation of findings and 

recommendations by the 

1997 Northwest Association 

of Schools and Colleges 

Accreditation Evaluation 

Committee 

‘Wednesday, April 23, 11:30 ami. 

Knight Library Browsing Room 

This presentation of 
recommendations marks 

the conclusion of the 

Evaluation Committee's 
review of the University 
of Oregon's 10-year 
accreditation process. 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SESSION ’97 

• Over 300 courses in 
44 departments 

• Everything you need 
to catch up, get 
ahead, or study 
something new 

• Day and evening classes 

• Smaller class 
sizes 

• One- to eight-week 
courses available 

• A wide variety of 
humanities courses 

• Intensive course 

sequences in eight 
languages 

• Northwestern’s fitness 
and aquatics center 

SUMMER BETTER 
THAN OTHERS 

Five field studies programs 

Summer in Chicago 
-Chicago Blues Festival 

-Chicago Gospel Festival 
-Taste of Chicago 
-Chicago Jazz Festival 

• Five study abroad 

programs 

FOR YOUR FREE SUMMER CATALOG 
Phone: 1-800-FINDS NU or 847-491-5250 

Web: http: //www.nwu.edu/summemu/ 
E-mail: summer@nwu.edu 

Could you use a 

$50 Gift Certificate 
about right now? 

Then visit the 
University’s Credit Union 

table in the EMU, 
Wednesday, April 23 from 

10 to 3, & enter to win one! 

And while you’re here, check out some of 
our money-saving services: 

♦ Savings, Checking, Certificates 
♦ 4 FREE ATMs on Campus 
♦ No-Annual-Fee Visa Credit Card 
♦ Low Rate New/Used Auto Loans 
♦ And more, from U-Lane-O, where 

you’re a member, not just 
another customer... 

U-Lane-0 
Credit Union 
'The Best' i^Elank In Town!” 

687-2347 11th & Ferry 
No purchase necessary. 
At U-Lane-O, membership and credit require- 
ments apply. We serve members of the UO 
Alumni Association, current UO students, and 
many others. Call us today! CNCUA 

Find Fun Stuff in the ODE Classifieds 


