
Former architecture dean dies at 89 
■ DEAN: Gordons 65-year 
career is highlighted by a 

variety of accomplishments 
in the field of architecture 

By Amy Palanuk 
Higher Education Reporter 

Walter Gordon, dean of the 
school of architecture from 1958- 
62, gained a reputation among co- 

workers for his love of both archi- 
tecture and the arts. 

He died April 5 at the age of 89. 
“Gordon was a remarkable per- 

son who was always very bright 
and intensely interested in de- 
sign,” said Bill Hawkins, Portland 
architect and graduate of the 
school of architecture, 1962. 

A man known for his intense 
interest in simple designs, Gor- 
don’s career spanned nearly 65 

years and ranged from curating at 
museums to designing buildings 
in the Northwest to teaching stu- 
dents the virtue of art in structural 
design. 

“Walter [was] a perennial stu- 
dent, [had] a keen and inquiring 
mind, a delightful and sometimes 
barbed wit, and a wonderful 
sense of humor,” wrote Richard 
Ritz, historian and architect, in a 

profile of Gordon in Architalk in 
1994. 

While no list of Gordon’s archi- 
tectural achievements has been 
completed, highlights to his 
achievements would be the de- 
sign of the Marylhurst College li- 
brary and chapel, Reed College’s 
Community Center and the Hills- 
dale branch of the Multnomah 
County Library. 

Gordon introduced students to 
the world of professional architec- 
ture by introducing them to pro- 
fessionals. 

As dean at the School of Archi- 
tecture, Gordon was instrumental 
in getting good Portland architects 
to visit the school during his peri- 
od here. One of these architects 
was the well-reputed John Yeon. 

Gordon was also an instrumen- 
tal organizer for contacting the 
Yeon family for the School of Ar- 
chitecture and Allied Arts, a con- 

tact which eventually endowed 
the school with $9.5 million. 

Gordon was born Sept. 8, 1907 
in Buffalo, New York. He graduat- 

COURTESY 
Walter Gordon, standing, introduces students to Pietro Belluschi, dean 
of architecture at M.I.T. during a campus visit in 1960. 

ed Phi Beta Kappa from Princeton 
in 1930 and earned his masters of 
fine arts in architecture at Prince- 
ton in 1932. After studying at Sor- 
bonne in Paris and gaining a fel- 
lowship at Yale in 1936, Gordon 
moved west where he was a cura- 

tor for the San Francisco Museum 
of Art and later the Portland Mu- 
seum of Art. In 1940 he worked 
for Pietro Belluschi at what was 

then called A.E. Doyle & Associ- 
ates designing war housing and 
community buildings. 

After a three-year period where 
Gordon served in the Navy in 
World War II, he returned to work 
with Belluschi and then later 
started his own practice, design- 
ing fine houses for prominent 
people in Portland. His style was 

recognized as a distinct “North- 
west Style” that emphasized sim- 
ple designs and integrated envi- 
ronmental elements, including 
wood paneling. 

In 1958, Gordon was awarded 
by the Artists’ Equity for out- 

standing service toward the inte- 
gration of art in Architecture. 

In 1962, after serving as dean of 
the school of architecture for three 
years, Gordon resigned to resume 

his own practice and become vis- 
iting professor of art and design at 
Reed College in Portland. 

In 1979, he moved to Newport, 
Oregon, where he and his wife 
lived in a house he had designed 
himself. 

Later, Gordon wrote articles on 

design and architecture for The 
Oregonian. 

Gordon is survived by his wife, 
Margaret. 

No service is planned, and re- 

membrances are to be made to the 
University of Oregon School of 
Architecture and Allied Arts, in 
care of DeMoss-Durdan Garden 
Chapel, 815 N.W. Buchanan St., 
Corvallis, Ore., 97330. 
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Exclusive Airfares 
► for Students and 
Travel bud9et travellers 

877 1/2 East 13th St. 
Eugene 
tel: 541-344-2263 

Oregon's BEST College Students 
Deserve Oregon's Best Sandwiches 

HOMEMADE BREAD 

ptus 
• Soup • Salads 
• Baked Goodies 

mtiiic ftrc&A Aa\ty! 

75* OFF 
ANY 12"SUB 

Limit one per coupon. Expires 5/1/97 
NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

880 E. 13th 344-1949 (Across From U of O Bookstore) 

50* OFF 
ANY 8" SUB 

Limit one per coupon. Expires 5/1/97 
NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

880 E. 13tn 344-1949 (Across From U of O Bookstore) ( 

You’re faoed with a oholoe— 
build more parking structures that cover the earth with cold concrete and steel 

Take Advantage of UO’s Group Pass Program with LTD. 
By riding LTD, you cut down on pollution and congestion, save energy and eliminate your parking and traffic hassles. 

Besides, it’s just smart business. The Group Pass Program is 1% of the cost of a new parking structure! 

ITD ON TV 
THURSDAYS. 

So , keep Eugene green, and don’t lose your choice to make a difference! 
Get out and Vote—April 16th & 17thl 

For more information, please call: 
687-5855 [Voice] 687-4265 [TTY] 
ltd@ltd.lane.or.us [ E-mail ] 
www.ltd.org [Internet] We’re going your way! 0 I' "0Ul Paid tor by Lane Transit District 
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