
LETTERS 

Students first 
Jonathan Collegio’s posters “Don’t give OS- 

PIRG complete control of student government” 
are the most insulting and pathetic attack I have 
seen in my four years involved in both OSPIRG 
and ASUO. 

I am sick and tired of these lame attempts to 
attack an organization that has had far reaching 
impact on campus (starting campus recycling, 
helping create the EnviroStudies major, cam- 

paigning to save student aid). 
More importantly, I am irritated that OSPIRG 

is seen as some type of special interest group. 
Look at the rest of student government before 
making that charge. Oh no, there are 6 Greek 
representatives — oh damn, look at all those 
women in student government — oh crap, look 
at all the students of color. Damn, maybe 
they’re all special interest groups out to get us! 

Sorry to inform you Jonathan, most of us 
have much better things to do in student gov- 
ernment than pick on you or form some clique. 
There’s a whole campus to organize around 
student issues, like organizing against tuition 
hikes, getting the Stones to come to campus and 
making campus safer. 

And by the way, doesn’t it make sense that 
students who learn campaign skills working 
with student programs would want to be in- 
volved with student government? Whatever 
your position, political slant or personal in- 
volvement, take a good look at all of the candi- 
dates running — and vote on April 16 and 17. 

And don’t fall for the garbage of special inter- 
ests running student government because all of 
us are students first. 

Kalpana Krishnamurthy 
OSPIRG 

Board of Directors 

More than humans 
I was shocked to read Colby Phillip’s letter to 

the editor (ODE, April 10). His misconception 
of the idea “students organize for the Earth’s 
sake” was surprising. When organizations say 
they are working for the Earth’s sake, this 
means for the ecosystem, non-human animals 

and humans which all live upon this “rock.” 
Without the survival of Earth, humans can 

no longer live. With the destruction of the nat- 
ural world at an alarming rate, our existence is 
at stake. 

The idea of needing to only help humans im- 
plied by Phillips was very egotistical. What 
about all the animals being murdered in the 
name of science, food, clothing and entertain- 
ment? What about all the natural life such as 

trees, flowers and so forth that have a right to 
live? 

This selfish humanistic thinking is what 
caused the social acceptance of mass slaughter 
of life. How can you or anyone be so narrow 
minded to not see the big picture? 

Everything humans do is connected. The de- 
valuation of the Earth has caused a snowball ef- 
fect of disrespect to not only non-human ani- 
mals and nature, but humans as well. Women, 
minorities, tribal communities, third-world 
countries and more are all examples of this. 

Until we learn to work for the Earth, we 
won’t be able to successfully work for anything. 
The Earth may just be a “rock”, but this “rock” 
contains a lot of life that exist inter connectedly 
and it all needs to be helped, restored and re- 

spected. 
Chelsea Lincoln 

Environmental Studies 

Just a rock? 
I found the letter to the editor that appeared 

in the Emerald on Thursday, April 10 entitled 
“Earth Story” quite indicative of the mentality 
produced by today’s modern, “post” colonial, 
capitalist society. 

Cosby Phillips asks what it means to act for 
the sake of the earth. He then asks if the earth 
will notice and if it will care. He then goes on 
to answer these questions with an indirect “no, 
it won’t,” speaking on behalf of the earth, 
which is just a piece of “rock made of molten 
nickel, hurtling through space.” 

Since the earth is such a simple thing, it can- 
not speak for itself. It needs the likes of people 
like Phillips to speak for it. Brilliant people 
who have figured out that the earth is just a 

rock. 

Never mind that most of the earth is covered 
in water, the substance that makes over ninety 
percent of our “conscious, sentient beings.” Or 
that there is an atmosphere which surrounds 
this “rock”, produced by, and partially com- 

posed of, the water that is vital both to “our” 
survival and the earth’s survival. 

No, the earth is just mere molten nickel and 
we just “happen to live” here by chance. If we 

just happen to live here, as Phillips believes, 
then why can’t we live on Mars, or Jupiter or 
the moon? Or is it a special type of molten nick- 
el that allows us to live and breathe? 

Phillips wonders if we “still worship the ob- 
jects around us,” implying that we, as one of 
the many species of life on earth, are somehow 
separate from these “objects.” This form of in- 
tentional close mindedness is what allows the 
earth to be exploited. 

If Phillips cares so much about humanity, as 
he indicates with his statement that we should 
“organize for our sake,” then how can he justify 
the continued exploitation of the earth? For that 
is exactly what he is doing. By alienating him- 
self from the earth, but seeing himself as some- 
how separate from it, it is easy to adopt this bar- 
baric view that the earth is here for us to rape 
and pillage as we please. 

What he either fails to notice, or is too smart 
to comprehend, is that this is all we’ve got. If 
we continue to follow the mentality that the 
earth is just a rock, then very soon there won’t 
be any reason to organize for our sake or any- 
one else’s. 

Perhaps the “our” he is referring to is sim- 
ply the current population of the earth right 
now, as opposed to the population that will be 
here long after the present one is mere dust. If 
this is the deal, which it must be in Phillip’s 
case, then I understand his mentality, which, 
despite its complete irrationality, is a product 
of modern capitalism, incapable of seeing any- 
thing other than the immediate here and now. 

David Emrich 
Fine Arts 

I 

k 

1 

I 
>1 

I 
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sunglasses $35.00 or more. Expires May 1, 1997. I 
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iTTH 

[l 687-0139 jj 
some things you need to 

know before the world 
ends: 

A Final 

Evening 
with the 

mihati Larson and Levi Lee 

pr April 9,10,11, 
12,17,18,19 

8 pm 
Arena Theatre Villard Hall 

a second season production 
UNIVERSITY 

THEATRE 

UT box office 
346-4191 

EMU tickets 
346-4363 

THIS WEEK 
_; 

AVAILABLE AT EMU TICKETS AND SERVICES 
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/_emusched/tickets.html 

•Pupcoming events 
4/19 Babes With Axes. 

4/19 Kerosene Dream. 
$7.00 
.$6.00 
.$5.00 
.$10.00 
.$7.00 

\ 
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Club Sports Coordinators' Mtg. 
April 15 

Walut Raon • 3:38 pn 5:86pu V 

•T UNIVERSITY THEATRE TICKETS 
4/17-19 Illuminati.$3.00uo $6.00gp 

5/9-10, 15-17, 23-24 Dragon Tales.$4.50uo $9.00gp 
5/28-31, 6/5-7 Vinegar Tom.$3.00UO $6.00gp/ 

J'hult Center events 
4/23 Oregon Symphony.$20/16/12/8 

5/9-10 Kiss of the Spiderwoman $27.50/18.50 

fe Come see Tribal Closet on Fri., April 18th. 

*uo awhile 
FAX Service •••• fcrsonai Check Cashing 

Passport Pictures**"fastix« Tickets 

service charge 
* * 

APR 14-20 
nil 

Jhe Bear Jack 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., Lawrence Hall 

The Bear Facts is a compelling multimedia 
program presenting the biology and natural 
history of the grizzly bear. Current bear 
management issues and the myth of the 
"problem bear" will be examined along with 
the importance of quality habitat and the 
impact of the Endangered Species Act. Advice 
on traveling in bear country and handling 
confrontations will also be offered by Greg 
Smith, a National Park Service Naturalist and 
Backcountry Ranger. FREE to students and Op 
co-op members: J2.00 general admission. 

larHi Meek MillameHe River Cleanup 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.. Outdoor Program Bam 

Join us for a day of cleaning up the local 
stretch of Willamette River. We'll float a short 
section in rafts and stop along the banks 
gathering trash and recyclables. This is a good 
opportunity to do some hands-on 
environmental work on a local level, plus, river 
cleanups are a blast! Rafts and most gear will 
be supplied by the Outdoor Program. Attend 
the pre-trip meeting for more information. The 
cleanup is a cooperative effort by the UO 
Outdoor Program, the City of Eugene Outdoor 
Program and the Cascade Canoe Club. Pre-trip 
meeting is Thursday, April I 7, 6:30 p.m., in 
the EMU Outdoor Program Room. 
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