SDSU: Aztecs are winless against Pac-10 teams this season
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the Aztecs is forcing 27.4 turnovers a game
and has forced at least 20 in 26 of their 29
games. Nowlin-Tres led the WAC in steals,
and senior point guard Sandy Wright aver-
ages 2.8 a game. Over half their opponent's
turnovers came from Aztec steals.

“They’re a great defensive team, one of
the best in the country,” said Oregon for-
ward Arianne Boyer. “They like to create
turnovers, get steals, go the other way and
make easy baskets.”

Offensively the Aztecs look for Wright to
push the ball up the floor and distribute the
basketball to the wings. Wright was second
in the WAC in assists at 5.8 per game.

“We push in the transition and try to get it
out to the wings,"Wright said. “I try to get
everybody involved by pushing the ball.”

Because of their lack of size, the Aztecs
are more of a perimeter team, with no go-to-
player in the post. Their tallest player re-
ceiving significant minutes is 6-foot-2 fresh-
man Courtney Bale, who averages 3.7 points
agame in 16 minutes of action.

Burns has been giving extended minutes
to three freshmen and one junior college
transfer this year.

“We're a totally different team last year
compared to this year,” Burns said of the
Aztec team that played in Eugene last year,

The three-point shot has not been a con-
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sistent weapon for the Aztecs, as they have
managed to connect on just 68-of-251 three-
pointers this season. Burns said her team is
most comfortable in the 15 to 16 foot range.

Olivia DiCamilli, a 5-foot-11 junior for-
ward and second team all-WAC performer,
is second on the team in scoring with 10.7 a
game while pulling down 6.7 rebounds. She
also leads the team in minutes played with
31.4 agame.

Junior college transfer Shaneya Harris has
also been an impact player for the Aztecs.
She was named to the Pacific division all-
defensive team and all-newcomer team.
The 5-foot-11 forward is averaging 9.7
points and 4.5 rebounds in 28 minutes of
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play.

The teams’s leading field-goal shooter, se-
nior La-Taya Woods, has been a threat off
the bench for the Aztecs with 7.9 points and
5.1 rebounds a game while shooting 54.9
percent from the floor.

After starting the season 5-5, the Aztecs
have finished the season winning 18 of their
last 19. They have played five NCAA Tour-
nament teams this season, with their only
win being a 56-50 win against Utah last
week in the WAC championship game.
Utah is a No. 5 seed in the West Region.

Against Pacific-10 Conference teams this
season, San Diego State is 0-2 with a 71-60
loss to USC and a 66-48 loss to Arizona.
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