Rideshare

Traveling soon?
Need a ride?
Offering a ride?

Rideshare brings fogether
people needing and offering
rides anywhere in Oregon or
throughout the country.

For more

information call

345-7600. {
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Apply at the Emerald

office, Suite 300 EMU,
or call 346-5511.

Dear Asahi: Japan’s

office ladies lash out

TOKYO — They are the unher-
alded backbone of Japanese in-
dustry: running its offices, mak-
ing its tea, pampering its bosses
— and taking its abuse.

Now Japan’s ever-polite “office
ladies” are exacting their revenge
— in newspaper and magazine
columns where they irreverently
gripe about their bosses’ foul
manners and expose their compa-
nies’ quirkiest secrets,

Instead of the smoothly run
Japanese companies shown to the
outside, the “OL” columns reveal
a world run by bizarre rituals,
where executives whack under-
lings with rulers and receptionists
cover up for philandering bosses.

“The things they take for grant-

ed are really weird,"” said Shigeru’

Suzuki, an editor for the weekly
“Company Mysteries” column in
the national newspaper Asahi.

One woman, for example, told
Asahi —anonymopsly — that her
colleagues were so ‘‘brain-
washed” they treated a visit by
the company president like the
arrival of a venerated religious
leader.

The columns often provide an
irreverent window into the corpo-
rate obsession with rules, formali-
ty, hierarchy and all-encompass-
ing lnyalty to the company.

In one Asahi column, an OL
said her bosses arranged a train-
ing seminar on the proper method
of brewing tea, the correct way for
getting on an elevator and suit-
able colors for painting nails (no
red).

Office ladies were even ordered
to keep diaries for six months —
and then exchange them with se-
nior colleagues.

“That training seminar was
hell,” she said.

Miwako Hatayama, a “Compa-
ny Mysteries” editor, said many
OLs actually enjoy their roles and
aren't interested in moving up the
career ladder. Often they get their
jobs through family connections
and are simply looking for a hus-
band, she said.

“I assume these women ... sort
of expect to marry company guys
when they get hired. For them it's
a status symbol and they feel like
they won the prize,” she said.
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FamILy BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

This course focuses primarily on aspects of
managing an established family business facing
intergenerational fransition.
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Open to undergraduates admitted to the College of
Business and graduate students without regard to
major. (Others should see instructor in advance.)

Topics to be addressed include: management development and
leadership succession; ownership transition options; commu-
nications; governance, including boards of directors; family
dynamics; non-family employees; and capitalizing on the
advantages of being a family business.
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Driver finds parking

space in motel room

GRANTS PASS — A car soared
through a motel room, knocking a
5-year-old boy and a man into the
parking lot but causing only mi-
nor injuries.

One moment, ].C. Warner was
sitting on a bed in Room 1 of the
Parkside Motel watching car-
toons with his mother’s
boyfriend, Michael Williams,
asleep beside him.

The next, a dark green 1997
Pontiac Grand Am had flown
through one wall and out the oth-
er. J.C., Williams and the bed
were in the motel parking lot.

“Somebody was looking after
somebody today,” marveled city
building inspector Robert Math-
ias as he surveyed the wreckage.

Gregory Cochuban, 30, of Glen-
dale, Calif., said he was in town
on business, driving about 30
mph down 6th Street at about 8
a.m., when he reached for a water
bottle and lost control. His car
veered across three lanes of traf-
fic before jumping the curb and
smashing through the motel
room.

Mathias figured a foot-high ce-
ment retaining wall sent the car
airborne, so that it flew over the
bed rather than through it.

Williams woke up to find him-
self in the parking lot in his un-
derwear, with minor cuts on his
nose and a slash on one forearm.
J.C. was safe but for a few facial
scrapes and a sore thumb.
Cochuban had cuts on his left
hand and a ticket for careless dri-
ving,

J.C.’s mother, Jennifer Wilson
of Cave Junction, had left earlier
to drive two older daughters to
school and returned to find the
room in a shambles.

An hour after the crash,
Cochuban was shaking hands
with ].C. and Williams.

“I'm sorry. I'm sorry for what
happened,” Cochuban said. “I'm
glad I didn’t hit anyone.”

Court considers if love

is areason to marry

LAHORE, Pakistan — Saima
Waheed, a conservative Muslim
who has worn a veil outside the
home since puberty, never
thought she'd fall in love. She did
though, and when she got mar-
ried her parents took her to court,

On Monday, Pakistan’s High
Court ruled that Waheed can stay
with her husband. But the court
made no solid ruling on whether
women can marry for love, avoid-
ing a decision on whether a
woman can defy the strong Pak-
istani tradition of arranged mar-
riage.

Waheed always assumed she
would marry the man her parents
chose for her, whether she loved
him or not. That all changed
when she was 20, and her par-
ents hired an English-language
teacher to tutor her younger
brothers.

Waheed fell in love with Er-
shad Ahmed, and after a brief, se-
cret courtship, he asked for her
hand in marriage. Waheed's fa-
ther refused; he already had de-
cided that she would marry her
first cousin.

Last year, in a show of inde-
pendence that is rare in Pakistan,
Waheed defied her father's wish-
es and married Ahmed.

Her parents were enraged. Her
father, whose land holdings
made him a relatively rich man,
accused Ahmed of abducting his
daughter, and Ahmed was
thrown into jail for four months.

Waheed moved into a
women's shelter, where she has
lived for a year.

Her parents went to court to try
to have the marriage declared in-
valid. They argued that the tenets
of Islam forbid “love marriages”
and require a woman's parents to
consent before she can marry.

The case went to Pakistan's
High Court. Pakistan’s legal sys-
tem, a mix of British common
law and Islamic Shariat law, al-
lows the high court to decide on
some religious questions.

On Monday, the court handed
down its decision: Waheed’s
marriage is legal. But the judges
disagreed over whether a woman
can chose her own husband.

India wants to rid
country of ‘Serpent’

He is snave, well-read, hand-
some, speaks six languages flu-
ently and makes friends easily,
He is also, by his own admission,
a killer, a forger and a fraud.

Charles Sobhraj — whose tal-
ent at disguise, traps, jail escapes
and media manipulation earned
him the slippery sobriquet “The
Serpent” — is ready to go free af-
ter 21 years in an Indian jail,

Indian officials want to deport
their most notorious criminal but
so far have been unable to find a
country to accept him. The Viet-
namese-born Sobhraj says he’s
French, and Paris is checking into
his citizenship.

In the meantime, he’s stranded
at a police station in central New
Delhi. Indian officials say he is no
longer under arrest, but that they
are “‘restricting his movements”
because he has no travel docu-
ments.

Sobhraj, 52, was acquitted of
murdering two tourists in India
but was jailed for theft — and
held beyond the end of his sen-
tence because he escaped and
was recaptured.

Sobhraj's sentence was about
up in 1986 when he broke out of
jail. He says he staged the break
and was recaptured on purpose
so he could serve more time and
avoid extradition to Thailand,
where he faced 14 murder
charges and the death penalty. In-
dia doesn’t extradite people who
are serving time.

In December 1995, the statute
of limitations expired on the Thai
crimes and Sobhraj started bail
proceedings. He hadn't been sen-
tenced for the jailbreak yet but
had already served more than the
maximum sentence, so Indian au-
thorities last month withdrew the
case.

His imminent release fueled a
near frenzy among journalists.
Sobhraj, who telephoned some
reporters to tell them the news,
promised them all exclusive in-
terviews.

Sobhraj doesn’t deny the
charges — he admits to killing
young tourists from Europe and
the United States. But he doesn'’t
like to talk about it any more, and
he says he has changed.

Recycling saves valuable natural resources, and pre-
vents unnecessary garbage from overflowing our land-
fills. But recycling works best when done correctly. So .
make sure the items you're putting in the bins are
recyclable. And take the time to put them in their
appropriate slots. All it takes is a second, and that's

a lot easier than trying to figure out what's in the tuna

surprise at the cafeteria.
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The easiest decision you'll
have to make in college.
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