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Club rughy struggles at tourney

M CLUB SPORTS: Oregon
goes winless over the
weekend but gains some
confidence from a strong
showing in the final game

By Alex Pond
Freelance Sports Reporter

The Oregon Club rugby team
ran into some tough competition
at the UC Davis Cup Tournament
last weekend, going 0-3 on the
trip.

The Ducks got the tournament
started by losing 15-14 to Travis
Air Force Base in a game that
was every bit as close as the final
score indicates.

Oregon led all the way until
Travis Air Force Base scored in
the final five minutes to take the
lead and eventually the victory.
Keith Hegger and Cal Taylor each
scored a try for the Ducks in that

game.

Next up for Oregon was na-
tional power UC Davis, and the
Aggies showed why that is with
a shutout victory of the Ducks.

“They are one of the top teams
in the nation,” student coordina-
tor Alex
Thomas said.
“They just beat
us in every part
of the game.”

The tourna-
ment resumed
on Sunday, with the Ducks find-
ing their way to the final of the
“B" side of the tournament
bracket when some other teams
dropped out,

In that game, the Ducks faced
UC Davis’ “B" team.

They started off slowly and
found themselves down 15-0 at
halftime but rallied with a superb
second half before eventually

falling 20-10. Mike Grippi, with
his first try of the season, and
Alex Sroka, with a conversion
and a penalty kick, accounted for
Oregon's scoring.

“We dominated the second
half,” Thomas said. “We were on
their side of the field the whole
second half, and it was good to
end the tourney on a positive
note.

“That was probably the best
half of rugby we have played this
year. We played together really
well as a team. If we played like
we did in that second half for an
entire game, we can probably
beat most [teams].”

Unfortunately for the Ducks,
they came up a bit short and
were left winless at the tourna-
ment.

Oregon will get a chance to

bounce back this Saturday with a
game at Lewis and Clark College.

Frank: Ducks beat Pilots, yet not ranked

M Continued from Page 7
ahead of the Ducks that does not.

The Portland Pilots.

The Pilots are just two spots out of the AP top 25,
and are No. 23 in the USA Today poll. They are 27-
2, which is one of the nation’s best records, but take

a glance at their schedule.

The West Coast Conference is not exactly a
hotbed for the national powers in women’s basket-
ball. Three of the seven teams in the conference

have at least 22 losses.

In addition, Portland lost to the Ducks 76-65 back

in December.

Considering the recent trend in voting, for a Pac-
10 team other than Stanford to make the top 25, it is
going to have to beat the only conference team in

the top 25.

In all reality, the AP voters probably don't have
any clue how close the Ducks were to beating the

top 25.

Cardinal, Nor do they have any idea how many
times Oregon has been to the NCAA Tournament, In
fact, the sportswriters are lucky if they check the
weekend scores before voting for their respective

And the same goes for the coaches’ poll.
So it appears the only way the Ducks will be play-
ing their way into the top 25 this season is witha

trip to the Sweet 16 three weeks from now.

served respect,

Maybe that would earn them some much de-

per.

Ryan Frank is a sports reporter for the Emerald. His
views do not necessarily reflect those of the newspa-
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NOW All Bikes on Sale
- Savings to

465 Coburg Road
342-5757

H H H Hr Korean & Japanese Cuisine
S Fat i

1219 Alder St. L

Across the Street from Sacred Heart Hospital

restaurant

i FREE DRINK |
] i
l with coupon Happy Hour l
| Mon-Fri 3-5 p.m. * | ]
B OFF ALL Receive 50¢ off | '
DISHES All dishes over $3.75
l OVER 53.75' and a free drink. l
i Etes a3, w7 | ol coupon requred | |
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We’re always

20C Wash

All Day Every Day!

i FULLY ATTENDED ke CLEAN RESTROOM
i TV & WAITING AREA

e

A1

e DROP OFFLAUNDRY SERVICE ‘
e ESPRESSD, JUCE, SNACKS, & MORE .

3

165 E. 171h
Behind Safeway & Hirons

We r’h;,m 1o see you there!
) lialin
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