Movie: New special effects contribute little to Lucas’ classic flick

COURTESY T0
Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader battle in ‘The Empire Strikes Back.’
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The entire series, and Empire in particular, is not
about deep, emotional drama and heroic archetypes,
no matter what George Lucas tries to tell PBS. Em-
pire is about watching a bunch of guys in cool uni-
forms kick ass using fancy gadgets and big machines,
and nothing makes that visceral thrill more enjoy-
able than seeing the show in the theater. Empire is
about watching Vader slice off Luke's hand and act
glad about it. Empire is about destruction on a mas-
sive scale.

For all the hype, the new effects are just about giv-
ing this film another shot at the theaters. If anything,
some of them detract from the fast pace of the origi-
nal.

As Luke hangs from the ceiling of the ice cave, for
example, we are now treated to shots of the big furry
monster that has accosted him chewing on the
drumstick of some unidentified creature. Compared
to the tension of the original, which cut to the dark-
ened doorway into the back of the cave, these pic-

tures of the beast enjoying a tasty treat are laughable.

Other effects are unnecessary. Several times we
are given views of the cloud city of Bespin, either
through new windows or from behind spaceships.
While the place looks scenic enough, all those glim-
mering buildings have little impact on the story.

It really doesn’t matter, though. Obsessed fans will
have an opinion on every new frame, and everyone
else will just wish they had a light saber. That’s what
the whole series is for: wishing that you could im-
merse yourself in a surreal world of action and laser
blasters.

Some people may not wish to plunge themselves
into the darker world of Empire, but I revel in it.
Whether it be Imperial walkers destroying the rebel
base or Vader locking Han into a painful torture ma-
chine, no one kicks ass like the Dark Side. And ass-
kicking has never looked or sounded better than it
does on the big screen.

On the other hand, you might get more laughs out
of a toaster-sized television.
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Veruca Salt recaptures energy of ‘Seether’

By Les Zaczek

Freelance Reporter

ith the hit “Seether” putting
them on the musical map,
Veruca Salt attained quick

fame and plenty of MTV airplay. Unfor-
tunately, due to the lack of another single
from their debut album American
Thighs, the band became sort of a one-hit
wonder.

Eight Arms to Hold You is a follow-up
that is intended to elevate the status of
the band and to establish them as the mu-
sical tour de force they really are.

Except for “Seether,” most of the songs
on American Thighs lack spunk and en-
ergy. The heavy guitars and the slow
tempo of the songs rob the band of its pop
sensibility and make it a fairly dull record

Fortunately for Veruca Salt, Eight
Arms captures what this band is really
best at, which is power-pop with a punk
edge.

The songs on this album are faster,
catchier and better. In short, this album
rocks your socks off, but it goes down
smooth with good melodies and smooth
instrumental work.

From the starting rock-out of “Straight”
and “Volcano Girls,” the songs rise to a
new level of power and energy that car-
ries this record far into the stratosphere
beyond American Thighs.

The song “Awesome” is a pop-punk
masterpiece that rivals “Seether” and has
a melody that is guaranteed to stick in
your head for weeks.

“One Last Time” is the kind of power
ballad that would make any '80s metal
band raise their lighters and kneel down
in praise.

“With David Bowie” brings back mem-
ories of girl-bands such as the Go-Gos,
complete with handclaps and perfectly
fitting lyrics: “I'm never alone cause
you're following me home, I'm falling in
love my walkman and me with David
Bowie...” It kind of makes you want to
get some bubble gum and ride around on
roller-skates.

Veruca Salt bares more of their punk
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Music group Veruca Salt recently released their second album.

influences on “Shutterbug,” making
them sound a bit like Team Dresch.

One of the best songs on the album is
“Sound of the Bell,” with an eerie pop
sound and some very cool surf-style gui-
tar work.

“Venus Man Trap” has a Nirvana feel
with an in-your-face riff receding into a
melodic verse. It would definitely make
Kurt Cobain proud.

The production and the mixing of the
album is flawless, with a good balance
and interplay of vocals, guitars, bass and
drums. The effects are also limited, mak-
ing Veruca Salt sound more like a band
than a studio venture.

To be honest, after hearing “Seether,” I
thought Veruca Salt was going to be for-
gotten in the slough of punk-pop MTV
buzzbands. But after hearing Eight Arms,
I'm convinced they are going to stay
around, and this is a good thing.

In a lot of ways it feels as though Eight
Arms to Hold You is Veruca Salt’s true
debut album, exposing the listener to the
full capacity of sound and songwriting
skills of this band. “You can’t fight the
seether,” but you can go and get this
record. It's worth it.
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