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Saferide raises money to install wheelchair lift

B CONCERT: A benefit show this
Saturday will help the group better
serve its disabled passengers

By Laura Cadiz
Higher Education Editor

If Saferide raises enough money to get a
wheelchair lift for one of its vans, Bonni
Petitt won’t feel afraid going home at night
anymore.

“I've been out late at night, and it can be
scary,” said Petitt, who uses a wheelchair.
“If I ride the bus sometimes it's not safe to
cross the street, and it’s easier if I can get
dropped off at the door.”

To raise money for the lift, Saferide is
putting on its first annual benefit show
this weekend at the WOW Hall. Jibliminis,
Hummingfish and Doris Daze will be the
bands performing, and a beer garden and
raffle will also be part of the event. All the
proceeds will go to buy a new wheelchair
lift for Saferide.

“It’s the first time we've done anything
like this; we're hoping because it’s at the
WOW Hall, a popular and well-known lo-

Peers assist international students

cation, that we’ll have a good size crowd,”
said Damiana Merryweather, volunteer co-
ordinator for Saferide. “The bands are do-
nating their time; we’ve been really fortu-
nate with that.”

Saferide has needed a wheelchair lift
since its service began in the 1985-86
school year, Merryweather said. Currently,
Saferide has collected $3,000 from fund
raising and $2,000 from a grant from the
Oregon Foundation. The goal is to raise a
tofltal of $10,000 for the new wheelchair
lift.

“This event will hopefully push us over
the edge to get enough money to put a lift
in the van,” said Liese Alsen, fund-raising
and publicity coordinator for Saferide.

The wheelchair lift is necessary to ac-
commodate all of Saferide’s customers,
Merryweather said.

“We're really looking at what the needs
of women with disabilities are ... making
the service more usable for women with
disabilities,” she said.

Depending on the amount of money that
is raised, Saferide will either purchase a
new van with a wheelchair lift or install a

lift into an old van.

“We will have a lift available by the be-
ginning of the 1997-98 school year,” said
Alsen.

Currently, Saferide is working with
Wheelchair Disabilities Taxi to provide
service for its disabled clients. But Merry-
weather said it would be much more effi-
cient if Saferide could provide the service.

Because the taxi service doesn’t work
the same hours as Saferide, Merryweather
said wheelchair users have to notify
Saferide 24 hours in advance on week
nights and 72 hours in advance on week-
end nights if they want a ride. Saferide
also has to pay the taxi service for its use.

“We feel we will be able to serve the
needs of women with disabilities with one
single lift,” Merryweather said.

Saferide acts as a rape prevention ser-
vice for University faulty and students, as
it allows women to travel at night without
the risk of being assaulted. But Saferide
needs to make itself more well known to
women with disabilities said Hilary
Gerdes, counselor for students with dis-
abilities.
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B WORKSHOPS: Upcoming
seminars are among several
events which are led by the
International Peer Assistants

By Laura Baker
Student Activities Reporter

For those at the University from
another country, comprehending
classes in English and under-
standing American culture does-
n't have to be difficult. The Inter-
national Peer Assistants are at the
University to help international
students with questions and con-
cerns while acting as a support
group to help with students’ as-
similation into the culture.

The peer assistants plan events
each term, including workshops
and getaways, to aid international
students with questions they may
have about the United States or the
University, The group also pro-
vides a setting for the students to
meet others who need of support.

Peer assistant Amita Malakar

said there are about 1,700 interna-
tional students from 90 countries
on campus this year, which makes
this program invaluable to making
a smooth transition for interna-
tional students, “The main pur-
pose of this group is to help inter-
national students — especially
new ones —get adjusted and help
them with issues they may have,”
she said.

The peer assistants are conduct-
ing a workshop today at 3 p.m. in
the EMU Cedar room C, entitled
“The World in a Classroom: Prob-
lems and Difficulties.” The work-
shop is designed to bring interna-
tional students and professors
together to “clear up problems or
miscommunication each may
face,” Malakar said.

She said most faculty on cam-
pus are not trained to deal with the
cultural and educational differ-
ences international students pre-
sent. This is an opportunity for
faculty to learn some of the basic
problems common to internation-

al students in the classroom.

The group is presenting another
workshop Feb, 24 at 3 p.m. in
EMU Cedar room C. The work-
shop, “Tongue Tied: Communica-
tion Beyond Our Language,” is de-
signed to teach students about
symbols and gestures in certain
cultures and how they may be
translated in other cultures.

“In one culture what may be
considered polite can be rude to
someone of another culture,”
Malakar said. “This gives the stu-
dents an opportunity to share
common ways and learn about
non-vocal communication in oth-
ercultures.”

The peer assistants are also
planning a spring break getaway
to the Grand Canyon. This trip
provides an opportunity for ex-
change students to make friends
and have fun, Malakar said.

Those interested in the spring
break trip can contact the Interna-
tional Student Association at 346-

“The first thing to look at is communica-
tion ... it's not known very well known

how a wheelchair person accesses
Saferide,” she said.

Merryweather agrees and said a new
wheelchair lift would help solve that prob-
lem.

“We want to provide service to all
women and accommodate the needs of
women with disabilities,” she said.

In the future, Saferide is looking to put a
request for a new vehicle on the ballot for
the student elections in the spring. Cur-
rently, Saferide provides an average of 100
rides a night, and on busy nights it has
turned away up to 25 people, Alsen said.

“We don't have the capacity with three
vehicles,” Merryweather said. “We want to
get another mini van.”

The concert takes place Saturday at the
WOW Hall, located at 8th Avenue and
Lincoln Street. Doors open at 8 p.m., and
tickets are available at the door for a mini-
mum of $5 or a maximum of $10. All ages
are welcome, and the concert is wheel-
chair accessible.
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NCC

NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
A

Northwest Christian College,
established in 18gs,
is regionally accredited by the
Northwest Association of Schools
and Colleges

Marriage & Family Therapy

Graduate Studies in Marriage & Family Therapy
Northwest Christian College, Eugene Oregon

Certificate Program in

Designed for master's level
counselors, clergy, health care
providers and human service
professionals who want to build
their clinical skills, develop a
resource network of other marriage
and family therapists, or earn
continuing education credit.
EMPHASIS: Courses designed to
help counselors complete require-
ments for Associate Membership in
the American Association for
Marriage and Family Therapy
(AAMET) or work toward Oregon
licensure as a marriage and family
therapist.

CLASSES: Same as Master of Arts

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
Applications are accepted on a
continuous basis and are due 6
weeks prior to anticipated starting
date.

INQUIRES: Same as Master of Arts

Master of Arts in

Marriage & Family Therapy

This two year degree program is
approved to meet Oregon State
MFT licensure requirements.

EMPHASIS: Systems theories
approach to therapy; family studies;
professional studies; brief therapy;
family theory; clinical experience.

CLASSES: Held on the NCC

campus Monday and Thursday evenings.

SCHOLARSHIPS: Based on
academic record and/or financial need.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
May 1, 1997

DIRECT APPLICATION
INQUIRIES TO:

(541) 684-7246

FAX (541) 343-9159, or write:
Northwest Christian College

Marriage and Family Therapy Program
828 East 11th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401
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Free Peer Health

Counseling

is available at the Health Center
on the following health topics:

nutrition
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weight management
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fitness ,
eating disorders :é“,
HIV/STDs zf
smoking cessation é
stress management ;
substance abuse Peer Health Counsclor ‘c

Melissa Crown 3

sexuality

Peer Health Counselors are trained

to provide health information, assist

in setting realistic goals, and provide

support and other resources for

students that are ready to make healthy

changes. Call 346-4456 to make an

appointment or stop by the Health

Education Room in the Health Center.
HEALTH CENTER * 13TH & AGATE * 346-2770

HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAM 346-4456
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