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recent weeks with the team concept, but if the
Ducks hope to get anywhere next season, it may be
up to him to be the emotional leader for the younger
players.

Oregon’s fifth starter, Jamar Curry, will be work-
ing with a new line-up where he too may have to be-
come a mentor. He will be the most experienced
player on the court, and don't be surprised if he gets
on Green's list of who needs to perform in order for
the team to win. The list this year is Wilkins,
Lawrence and Milling. Who else could be on that
list next year?

Oregon doesn’t really have anybody like Ari-
zona’s Mike Bibby on the team — someone who
was talked about before he even stepped a foot on
the court and who was expected to lead his team in
his freshman year. Maybe that is a bad thing be-
cause it puts too much on the shoulders of someone
with minimal experience.
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But will there be anyone next year who will be
the “star?” Who is next on the list of the feared, yet
respected Oregon players like Orlando Williams
and Wilkins? Will the team be able to function if no
one steps up to take on the role?

It is more than just replacing the points, re-
bounds, assists and minutes the four seniors make
up. It is filling the psychological roles of team lead-
ers and players that can be counted on to play con-
sistently hard and with emotion.

There is no doubt that next season’s team will
have a whole new look to it with the absence of just
four players. The biggest question is if the team will
be able to come together and fill the big shoes that
Wilkins, Lawrence, Ramaker and Milling are leav-
ing behind.

Andrea DeYoung is the assistant sports editor for
the Emerald. Her views do not necessarily represent
those of the paper.

performance in Arizona this
weekend.

“The guys battled and piayed
some good tennis this weekend,”
Russell said. “We will see good
results coming soon, We are

doubles win in a losing effort to
Arizona State Sunday afternoon.
The 5-2 loss brings the Ducksto
2-3 in dual meets this season.
Oregon's Joaquin Hamdan beat
Gustavo Marcaccio 7-6, 3-0 after
Marcaccio retired with an injury.
John DeVorss defeated Amir Ran
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Navarro beat Alex Osterrieth and
Ed Carter 8-4. Also for the Ducks,
‘Miguel Arriaga took Chris
Bjorkman to three sets before
losing 6-7, 6-2, 7-6.

improving as a team.”

The Ducks look forward toa twa-
match homestand next week when
they play host fo Portland at the
Eugene Swim and Tennis Club on
Feb. 14 at 3 p.m.; and UC Santa
Barbara at the Willow Creek
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