ON THE TUBE

National Basketball Association,
Detroit vs. Miami,

TNT 27),5p.m.

D

e I S e g S R rae

EOrefm Daily

G L

Jets Pats strlke deal Parcells named head coach

B NFL: New England gets four of
New York’s draft picks over the next
three years in exchange for Parcells

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bill Parcells will take
over as coach of the New York Jets imme-
diately, under a deal brokered Monday by
NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue.

New England will get New York's first-
round draft pick in 1999, the Jets’ second-
round pick in 1998 and their third- and
fourth-round picks this year. In addition,
the Jets will make a $300,000 contribution

to the Patriots’ charitable foundation.

New England had insisted that the price
for Parcells would be the Jets’ No. 1 pick
this year — the top pick in the NFL draft.
New York had the worst record in the NFL
last season, going 1-15.

“Ultimately, there were wide differences
on how this would have to be resolved,”
Tagliabue said. “But ultimately, we got it
resolved.”

Parcells didn’t attend the meeting, but
TV crews, fans and passersby waited in
the lobby in hopes of seeing the coach,
who led the Patriots to the Super Bowl this

season.

Patriots owner Robert Kraft, Jets owner
Leon Hess, Jets president Steve Gutman
and lawyers for both sides attended the
meeting.

The Parcells controversy has plagued
the NFL since the Patriots lost 35-21 to
Green Bay in the Super Bowl two weeks
ago.

Three days later, Tagliabue ruled that
Parcells remained the property of New
England as a coach or in a “comparable
position” until Feb. 1, 1998, the expiration
date of his contract.

Parcells resigned following the Super
Bowl, and last week the Jets hired him as a
consultant, part of a six-year contract
signed Friday that called for him to take
over as coach and general manager the fol-
lowing 1997 season. The deal calls for him
to coach at least four of those years.

Bill Belichick, his longtime associate,
was appointed coach for this season just
last week. Under Monday's settlement, it
appeared Belichick would become assis-
tant head coach.

Kraft called the consultant’s agreement
a sham, and the issue went back to Tagli-
abue.

Ducks in same spot as last year, but future looks quite different

n typical Oregon men’s basketball fashion,

_OPINION

the team seems to be gaining momentum in

the second half of the season. The way the

Ducks are playing right now, everyone, in-
cluding head coach Jerry Green, wishes the sea-
son could be starting over with the team playing
this well.

The way the season suggﬂsts a parallel to last
year’s performance, chances are the Ducks may
have dug a hole too deep to pull themselves out of
to get into the NCAA Tournament. But there is one
major difference between last year and this year,
and the difference is the future.

As soon as Oregon was passed over for both the
NCAA Tournament and the NIT last year, it was
time to start thinking about the 1996-97 season.
With the entire Oregon roster returning and the
addition of three players, the Ducks appeared to
be in a good position to compete for the Pacific-10
Conference title.

But what happens after this season ends? What
are the realistic goals for the 1997-98 squad? This
may be a long way off, but there are only four guar-
anteed weeks left in this season and every game is
a constant reminder of how this season may be the
Ducks’ last chance to get into the tournament for
the next few years.

Oregon is losing four of its starters. Seniors
Kenya Wilkins, Jamal Lawrence, Rob Ramaker
and Kyle Milling will all play their last game as
Ducks sometime this March. It is significant that
they are all starters, but they are also all key play-
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ers who have been able to lead Oregon on and off
the court.

The biggest difference next season will be the
absence of Wilkins. Since nabbing a starting spot
on the team his freshman year, Wilkins has quick-
ly become one of the best, yet most underrated
point guards in the nation. Oregon may not be a
national basketball powerhouse, but anybody who
sees Wilkins play knows he can compete with the
best in the nation.

When Wilkins leaves, the Ducks will be without
one of the best ball handlers on the court. How
many times have you seen Wilkins steal the ball
from an opposing player and take it all the way to
the other side of the court for a layin?

Although the team counts on Wilkins as a scor-
er, he is most valuable when he is running the of-
fense, dishing the ball to his teammates and going
one-on-one with players like Brevin Knight.

Lawrence's sweet shot is something else that
has become an Oregon trademark. There have
been some nights when he has been so sensational
that he hit every shot he attempted. The guard tan-
dem has been explosive for the Ducks. Teams
have had a tough time concentrating on both
Wilkins and Lawrence, usually focusing on one
while the other breaks away and scores 25 points.

So, what happens next year? The starting line-
up will probably have Mike McShane and Terik
Brown penciled in. Although there are times
when Brown seems to have that magic touch on
shots, he seems to just now be learning that every-

thing he shoots doesn’t have to be a three-point at-
tempt. Although he is usually the first guard off
the bench, it will probably take some time for
Brown to establish hirnself as a threat day-in and
day-out.

McShane was brought in to be Wilkins’ back-up
for a year and then take over the position after
Wilkins left. True, McShane has given Wilkins
some valuable rest during games this year, and
yes, he is falling down less and less every game,
but is he ready to replace Wilkins? And is it fair to
ask him to do so?

Wilkins is a rare breed of basketball player who
scores, dishes out assists, steals the ball, grabs re-
bounds, hits a majority of his free throws and
doesn’t mind being a tearn leader on and off the
court. It may be asking too much next season to
have McShane take over this role.

The other two seniors the Ducks will lose, Ra-
maker and Milling, have only been playing with
the program for a year and a half. But can you
imagine what it would have been like without
them? Especially last year when Henry Madden
wasn’t with the team. Madden will be back next
year, but will that be enough?

A.D. Smith will be back from his redshirt sea-
son, and Jonathan Nelson is starting to assert him-
self on the court. But even so, these players may
not have the experience to be forces as big men for
Oregon. Madden has reportedly had problems in
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ecosystem in the classroom. A great expencncq fo iE
to understand the nature of Oregon.

Oregon Water—February 28-March 2 &

ns—February 21-23
i5n Cascade range while learning valuable information
, animals, geology, and history of the area. Dlsccver the

]

Book Search Service
on out-of-print books

A close look at one of Oregon's most va
importance of a quality water environment fo 2
forestry and agriculture. Field-lab will visit waterfalls, pmtlne streams,
lakes and water-care facilities. We will focus on the concerns for wildlife,

Available at both localions: industry, water projects, future demands, and regulatory efforts.

768 East 13th 525 Willamette
P 343-4717

345-1651

Tired of scrambling for parking meter change? Coastal Lakes—March 7-9

Large and small lakes along Oregon’s coast provide an interesting and
informative field-lab for the study of plants, animals h:slory. and geology.
This workshop will explore preservation and use issues, recreational
opportunities and resource values, as will as the historical and geological
significance of these exceptional resources.

Then get the Meter Key, the debit card of parking meters.

Smith F
BDookst

 Electronically credit money to the Key.

« Then, when you park, use the Key instead of a coin.
« Each time you insert the Key 25 cents is deducted.
e When the balance gets low, add more credit.

Fax: 338-8036
smithfam@interloc.com

Oregon Rivers—March 14-16

Investigate the exciting riparian environments of Oregon’s rivers. Field
labs on local rivers offer firsthand exposure to help students gain an
understanding of the problems, relationships, and opportunities for river
activities.

The Meter Key can be used in the following areas:
DOWNTOWN: Between 7th & 11th Avenues, from High St.
to Charnelton St.

UNIVERSITY: Between 11th & 15th Avenues,

from Kincaid St. to Patterson St.
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346-14343

r information, call Mel Jackson at (503) 346-5431
e Continuation Center at (503) 346-4231
asses are 2 credits (HDEV 410) Tuition $200

The Key is available at Diamond Parking, 1297 High St,
343-3733, for a $20 deposit, plus the credit amount.
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