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Harris: Waddell advises students on residency issues 
■ Continued from Page 9 
ris said. 

Harris said California gave up 
jurisdiction on her spousal abuse 
case, and she is now receiving 
protection from Lane County. She 
said the state refused to notice 
these points in her appeal’s latest 
500-page submission to Waddell. 

In Lane County Circuit Court in 
May 1995, Harris had reason to 
believe she had finally beat the 
system because she was awarded 
residency. But Harris’ claim as a 

resident had another test to pass. 
The state board later appealed 

the case to the Oregon Court of 
Appeals. The case was over- 

turned on Dec. 24 because the 
Lane County Circuit Court had 
overstepped its authority by re- 

placing Clark’s judgment. 
“I’m very unhappy about it,” 

Harris said of the Court of Ap- 
peals ruling. “I think it was an un- 

fair ruling.” 
THE GENDER ISSUE 

Harris explained a case of a 

male who moved from out of state 
at the same time as she did and 
was given residency without a 

problem. / 

“They award residency very ar- 

bitrarily,” Harris said. 
She said it’s a matter of gender 

and class, but Waddell sees it dif- 
ferently. 

"I think her case wouldn’t be 
any different than a man who is 
single and who has children,” 
Waddell said. 

Waddell can’t remember a case 

similar to Harris’ involving a sin- 

gle male parent. 
By moving into the state with a 

spouse or partner, the issue of in- 
tent for educational purposes can 

shift from primary to secondary, 
Waddell said. 

“Indirectly, these partners can 

have an effect," Waddell said. 
An example of that situation 

would be a married couple mov- 

ing to Oregon upon acceptance of 
a job or a transfer in job location. 
Waddell said that type of appli- 
cant most likely would be suc- 

cessful in proving the secondary 
intent was to attend school. 

OTHER CASES 
For another student, proving 

his case for residency was not as 

easy as he may have expected. Af- 
ter approximately three months 
and an appeal to the state board, 
Todd Sigaty won his case. 

Sigaty, a graduate student, left 
the state in 1993 after moving to 

Oregon in 1991 and being granted 
residency in 1992. 

He continued to own a home in 
Eugene and rented it out to 
friends while he spent a year in 
Alaska and two years out of the 
country. 

“I didn’t do anything in any 
other state,” Sigaty said. 

He kept his Oregon driver’s li- 
cense, voter’s registration, check- 
ing account and possessions in 
his house during his three-year 
absence. 
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The state places actual physical 
time spent in the state as high pri- 
ority for residency consideration, 
Sigaty said. 

“I think we have freedoms and 
rights to pursue even vacations 
and even work that go beyond 
where we decide our residency,” 
he said. 

Sigaty moved back to Oregon 
before being accepted into gradu- 
ate school. Further proof toward 
his intent to stay was his registra- 
tion for the state bar exam. 

But all of this was not enough 
to convince Waddell that Sigaty 
should be considered a resident. 

However, after Waddell denied 
Sigaty’s affidavit, the state board 
reversed Waddell’s decision. 

Sigaty said he is confident he 
would have won had the appeal 
gone all the way to court. 

Had Sigaty remained a non-res- 

ident through all of this, he said 
he would have postponed gradu- 
ate school. 

“It shows you can actually be 
gone from the state for a very long 
time and still be a resident,” 
Sigaty said. 

Waddell said he meets with 
students and advises them on 

ways they can gain residency. 
“That’s why the percentages of 
approval are fairly high,” he said. 

Establishing a domicile and at- 

tending school part time are ways 
students can work toward resi- 
dency. 

Spring Break 
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*fare includes airfare and 
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