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Smith, Bruggere

countin close U.

By Brad Cain
The Associaled Fress
PORTLAND — As the
counting of absentee ballots
continued, Republican Gor-
don Smith held onto a lead
over Democrat Tom Bruggere
in their battle to replace retir-
ing GOP Sen. Mark Hatfield.

But with 500,000 absentee
ballots still to be tallied, nei-
ther side was declaring victo-
ry. It was the nation’s only
Senate race left undecided in
Tuesday's elections,

Smith had 343,300 votes,
or 49 percent, to Bruggere's
326,052 votes, or 46 percent,
as of late Wednesday.

Final returns are not ex-
pected until Friday.

“We like how the trend is
going. We're close to being
there,” an increasingly opti-
mistic Smith told reporters.

However, Smith stopped
short of declaring himself the
winner of the race and said
he wanted to talk with Brug-
gere before making a public
announcement.

The frozen-food tycoon
narrowly lost a special elec-
tion in January for Oregon’s
other Senate seat, which
opened up after Republican
Bob Packwood resigned

wait for final
S. Senate race

in disgrace.

Smith's campaign spokes-
man, Dan Lavey, predicted
Smith would have the edge
among people who cast ab-
sentee ballots.

“Historically, more Repub-
licans have voted absentee in
Oregon in part due to aggres-
sive efforts by our party to en-
courage people to vote at
home,” Lavey said.

Bruggere was not ready to
concede anything and said
he remained hopeful.

“This is only an election.
Nobody died in the end,”
Bruggere said.

Oregon has been experi-
menting with voting by mail.
The Senate race was not actu-
ally conducted by mail, but
one-third of the state's voters,
accustomed to the conve-
nience of sending in their
vote, decided to cast absentee
ballots.

Smith has said jumping
into the race to replace Hat-
field after losing to Democrat
Ron Wyden in January by
18,000 votes out of 1.18 mil-
lion cast was one of the most
difficult decisions he’s ever
made. Bruggere, founder of a
software company, was mak-
ing his first run for office.
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SPECIAL CONCERT
Solo Piano Recital

! Tuesday, Nov. 12 - 8 pm

' Beall Hall

Music by Chopin, Tchaikovsky,
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ODE Classifieds...
Worth Looking Into!

Rachmaninoff and Scriabin

5.Pm CONCERT PRESENTING SPONSOR

TheRegteruann. | VALBI3
For Tickets Call 687-5000

PLAY PAINT BAI.I.

Lane County’s Largest Indoor _'

~ Paintball Arena S
Over 8000 Sq. Ft. PIaylng Field « Hi-Fi CD Sound System

Pro Shop Specials

Pumps

___________ ey
' STUDENT SPECIAL |
' $10° Entry (save $3) !
: Includes: :
l +100 Paintballs I
: *TRRACER Tagmaster Pump Guns :
1 * JT Mask and Goggles 100 Paintballs 1
I * 2 Hour Field Time I
: CALL FOR RESERVATIONS  NOT VALID WITH :
b ANMY OTHER OEFER < EXCIRES IV s

Used Equipment
60 Day Limited Warranty

# Trracer D/X Pump
c@plele wlmﬁsk $110%
from $140" up

New Guns
1 Year Limited Warranty

» Tugmaster Pump
complete...$140"

»Spyder Semi
complete...$190”

Private Party Play - Minimum 10 people :
UO purchase orders accepted
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MAsK & ACCESSORIES i
#New Scott Thermal Lens Mask...$50%
#New Champ Red Dot Scope...$35"

HOURS

Mon: Reservations Only
Tues-Fri: 4pm to 11pm seminights i
Sat: 1pm to 11pm

Sun: Tpm to 8pm

2836 W. 11th #C
Next to Taco Bell
465-3832
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