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Doodles

for Dollars

TTENTION DOODLERS,
graffiti artists and Gary
Larson wannabes: Dig
up your caricature of Mrs. Wig-
glethorpe from third grade — it
could be your first step on the
road to becoming a rich and
famous cartoonist.

Just ask Penn State U. senior Gerard Aran-
towicz. He's one of many cartoonists whose
work went from student rags to international
mags. His cartoon, “The Truth Hures,”
appears in Penn State’s Daily Collegian. He's
also published a coloring book and education-
al books in Korea.

“I started out as a little kid with a crayon,”
Arantowicz says.

Bur it takes more than crayons to make
it in this business, he adds. Successful car-
toonists are part Garry Trudeau and part
Merrill Lynch.

“It’s very tough,” admits Nick Gorish, a
student at Moraine Valley Community
College, 11l

Gorish and his cousin Steve Tenebrini, a
studenr ar the U. of Minnesota, self-publish
Oblivion, a book of black-and-white comics
that's distributed in Chicago and Minnesora,

Self-publishing and student publications

can be great launching pads, but the serious
cash comes from syndication — that's when a
lucky artist gets published in multiple papers
and gets multiple bucks from each paper the
comic strip runs in. Cha-ching!

Ed Taylor, a former U. of lowa student,
stayed on as cartoonist for the Daily lowan
after he stopped raking classes to raise a fami-
ly. In July, King Features Syndicate, the big
kahuna of cartoon and comic strip syndica-
tion, paid $50 apiece for two of his cartoons.

But syndicate corporations have an advan-
tage over aspiring cartoonists, “They're the
only game in town,” Taylor says.

A dwindling 250 full-time editorial car-
toonists get work in the United States, and
only about two good staff jobs open up annu-
ally. Winning big in the drawing game seems
so difficult that many wonder why artists even
try — especially in college.

“1 started to self-syndicate for the simple rea-
son that | was tired of being a starving artist,”
says Alan Gardner, a junior at Utah State U.

Gardner sells his strip, “Butros,” a regular
feature of the Utah Statesman, to three other
college newspapers across the nation. He also
does editorial cartoons for the city newspaper.

“The campus newspaper is the major
source of income. It’s not a lot, but it pays the
rent. The free-lance for the city paper — that
keeps my refrigerator full,” says Gardner.

So how’s life as a sketching star?

“People think we just sit around and doo-
dle all day, which isn't true,” Gardner says.
“We doodle all day with deadlines.”

By Stephen Watson, State University of New York,
Buffalo/Self-portrait by Alan Gardner, Utah State U.

Ames, lowa — Ahusband is not allowed to take more than three swallows of beer while in
bed after having sex.
Connorsville, Wis. — It's illegal for a man to shoot a gun when his female partner
has an orgasm.

10 states — Cohabitation is illegal.

BE WITH THE ONE
YOU WANT T0 BE WITH.

Somewhere, there is someone you want to be

with. Let Greyhound take you there. We go to
over 2400 destinations around the country.
Fares are low every day on every bus. Just
walk up and buy your ticket. You'll be on your
way to a great time together. Don't let a few
miles stand between you and that special
someone. To find out about our low fares and

convenient schedules, call 1-800-231-2222.
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Go Greyhound

and leave the driving to us.
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