
Professor researches 
Micronesian island 
■ ORIGINS: Study of site 

gives clues to the history, 
lifestyle and culture of the 
people of Pohnpei 
By Ben Kwasney 
Higher Education Reporter 

University anthropology pro- 
fessor William Ayres has spent 
the last 15 years attempting to un- 

lock the secrets of the Nan Madol 
archaeological site on the Mi- 
cronesian island of Pohnpei, 
which is nearly 3,000 miles 
southwest of Hawaii. 

The Nan Madol site is a mas- 

sive complex of stone ruins and 
93 man-made islands. 

During the construction of the 
ancient stone complex, it is esti- 
mated that 750,000 metric tons of 
rock were moved by workers. 
Basalt columns weighing up to 60 
tons were transported during 
construction. Scientists are still 
trying to determine how the 
stones were moved. 

Ayres has chosen to focus the 
research he conducts during the 
summer on past island culture. 
On Oct. 6, this research into 
Pohnpei’s prehistory was the fo- 
cus of the A&E Network’s “An- 
cient Mysteries.” 

“I’m mainly interested in my 
research in the Pacific Islands’ 
prehistoric cultural adaptation 
and life on the islands,” Ayres 
said. 

Ayres said the evolution of the 
complex political and social sys- 
tems in remote populations, such 
as Nan Madol, can be learned 
through the research of ancient 
architecture. 

“Some of our goals [with Nan 
Madol] are to determine when 
they started building and how 
rapidly they put together this 
huge center of architecture,” he 
said. 

Ayres said answers to these 
questions are indicators of how 
fast the society was becoming 
politically and socially complex. 

“I was very impressed by how 
alive, vibrant and viable the tradi- 

AYRES 

tional culture was,” he said about 
his first visit to Pohnpei in 1977. 

He said the people on the is- 
land also make it interesting, be- 
cause they are still knowledge- 
able about the site’s oral history. 
Ayres said much of the actual ar- 

chaeological work is done by a lo- 
cal crew. 

Besides his work in Nan 
Madol, Ayres has conducted re- 
search in Hawaii, Samoa, Thai- 
land and Easter Island in Polyne- 
sia. 

In addition to people’s histo- 
ries, Ayres said he also is interest- 
ed in the origins of plant cultiva- 
tion and animal domestication. In 
Thailand, he searched the lime- 
stone hills to find rock shelters of 
hunters and gatherers. 

Ayres said he likes to get stu- 
dents involved in his research. 

“One of the things I’ve tried to 
do over the years is to incorporate 
students into the research in a 

way that makes it a very integral 
part of my teaching,” he said. 

Former department head and 
current anthropology professor, 
C. Melvin Aikens, said student 
involvement has been a conspic- 
uous part of Ayres’ research 
through the years. 

Aikens said a number of Ayres’ 
students have pursued doctoral 
programs after working in the 
field and laboratory for Ayres. 

Make a better world. RECYCLE! 
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+«= Learn How To 
Save A Life 

Community Adult CPR/Firat Aid Workshop/Infant/Child CPR 

$15 Fee Includes 
4 Hour Class • Instruction Booklet • 
Red Cross C.P.R. Certification Card 

OCTOBER 
16 Wed 
17 Thur 
22 Tues 
23 Wed 
24 Thur 
28 Mon 
30 Wed 

NOVEMBER- 
4 Mon 5:00-9:00 1st Aid 
5 Tues 5:30-9:30 Child/Infant 
7 Thur 6:15-10:15 Adult 

5:15-9:15 
5:30-9:30 
6:00-10:00 
5:15-9:15 
6:15-10:15 
6:00-10:00 
5:00-9:00 

Adult 
I st Aid 
Adult 
Adult 
I st Aid 
Adult 
Child/Infant 

For registered UO students only. Cancellations must be 24 hours in 
advance or student will be charged for workshop. Students signing up for 
First Aid must have current CPR Card prior to class time. 
Classes held in Student Health Center Cafeteria. 

ISHCi 
Register Early 346- 2770 

Sponsored by the Student Health 
Center Health Education Program 

Emerald- 
The Oregon Daily Emerald is currently looking 
for a newspaper designer/graphic artist. 

Applicants should have: 
1. An understanding of basic publication layout 
2. Computer design experience and familiarity 
with Macintosh illustration and page layout 
programs 

Applications can be picked up in the Emerald 
offices located in Suite 300 of the EMU. Please 
submit a resume and work samples. 

T-shirt in stock. Expires 10/31/96. 

LAZAR'S 
BAZAR 

57 W. Broadway 
BEHIND US BANK 

957 Willamette 
NEXT TO DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB 

687-0139 

The Standing Committee on Gay, Lesbian, 
and Bisexual Concerns Presents: 

INTERSEXIONS' 
Families- 

Moving Beyond Politic 

The goal of this year's symposium is to celebrate the 
historical diversity of family structures and to offer alternative voices to 
enrich the popular and legislative debates on family. As parents, domestic 
partners and citizens we are becoming increasingly concerned about the 
effects recent legislative efforts to privilege heterosexual and married 
families while scapegoating other domestic structures such as homosexual 
partnerships and single-mother families will have on all of U.S. Society. 

October 16 

Keynote Speaker: Ddvid Mixner, author of Stranger Among Friends. 

Gerlinger Lounge, 7:00 p.m. 
October 17 

Forum: A pdnel of local politicians and political activists. 

Fir Room, EMU, 7:00 p.m. 
October 18 

DiSCUSSion: An informdl pone I made up by members of 

“alternative” families. 

Ben Linder Room, EMU, 3:00 p.m. 
October 18 

celebration: A queer cultural celebration, an ages 
beer garden, and informational fair featuring the Portland band 

Rubberneck. 
EMU Dining Room, 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

InterSEXions is sponsored by: The Office of the Vice President for Administration, the 
Cultural Forum, the Women’s Studies Department, the Oregon Humanities Center, the UO 
Bookstore, the Sociology Department, and a generous grant from the Equity Foundation. 


