
Stanford: Wong plays better against Oregon 
■ Continued from Page 2B 
ity,” Wong said. “It’s not like I did- 
n’t have confidence before, but 
now I am accepting more of a role 
in getting the job done. 

That is something that worries 
Oregon offensive coordinator Dirk 
Koetter. 

“He is an outstanding pass rush- 
er,” Koetter said. “The [Oregon] 
players and coaches said that he’s 
improved, that he continues to get 
better with each year they play 
against him. Stanford’s deal in the 
passing game is to try to put pres- 
sure on the quarterback, and he is 
one of the main guys who does 
that.” 

While Wong may feel he is ac- 

cepting a more important role this 
year, his teammates think he is be- 
coming a more intense player. 

“[Wong] has always been kind 
of leader, he’s always been real vo- 

cal, always trying to pump the 
team up,” said strong safety Eliel 
Swinton. “Even though you don’t 
see him saying stuff during a 

game, he is saying stuff to us like 
‘Let’s go, let’s work through this.’” 

“[Wong] seems a little bit more 

intense this year,” added line- 
backer Chris Draft, who rooms 

with Wong this year. “Our defense 
has to be leaders — everybody on 

the defense has to be a leader, and 
he’s played his part.” 

Wong has definitely become 
more vocal on the field this year, 
as evidenced by his play last week 
in Seattle. As time was winding 
down in the third quarter last Sat- 
urday, Wong took exception to a 

Husky knocking his helmet off. 
His outburst following the play 
was perhaps a good sign to many 
Cardinal fans. 

“That’s just him showing a lot 
of emotion this year and showing 
how his desire for the game has 
grown within him into more of a 

hunger for him,” Swinton said. 
For Wong and the rest of the 

Cardinal defense, this season has 
been the first in years in which 
people are actually talking about 
the defense rather than the of- 
fense. Most notably, people are 

boasting that Stanford has the 
20th-ranked scoring defense in the 
nation at just 15 points per game. 

“We do want to keep scores 

down,” Wong said. “We don’t 
want to be pushed around and be 
considered one of the Stanford 
teams of the past with all the of- 
fense and no defense.” 

Despite the defense’s improve- 
ment, Wong still lacks what the 
Ducks have — a Pac-10 Champi- 
onship. 

“I never want to go home be- 
cause it will be rubbed in my 
face,” Wong said. “I’ll go out 

places or see my friends, they 
make a concerted effort to tell me 

about what I missed out on. 

Accordingly, when Wong takes 
the field on Saturday, he’ll be look- 
ing for a win even more than his 
teammates. 

“It’s huge for me,” he said. 
“These are some of the games that 
every athlete likes to play in — 

with people back home watching. 
"I try to get up for every game 

the same, but for some reason or 

another I usually end up raising 
my level of play a little bit higher 
against Oregon.” 

If Wong does step his play up, it 
could be a long Saturday after- 
noon for the Ducks. 
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