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Senate candidate speaks out on education
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A look at some of the 23 ballot measures
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WHAT IT WOULD DO

Would give crime victims rights such as ex-
panding admissible evidence and limiting
pretrial releases. Applies to crimes where in-
dividuals are victims and where people of
Oregon are victims. Victim could be present/
heard at each critical stage of the legal
process if the person charged is also pre-
sent. Victim could receive payment from a
person convicted of an act that caused them
financial loss. Defendant may be convicted of
murder by and 11-to-one jury vote of guilty.
Defendants’ rights would be the same as

in the Nov. 5 election

ARGUMENTS FOR

Criminal defendants have
many legal protections dur-
ing the judicial process and
victims deserve a comparable
set of rights. All relevant evi-
dence should be heard in ju-
dicial proceedings. People
accused of serious crimes
should be held in jail until trial
to protect the victim, unless
the judge is certain no addi-
tional crimes will be commit-
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THE MEASURE

&

ARGUMENTS AGAINST

Takes away important state rights
that protect people against govern-
ment invasions of privacy and re-
places those safeguards with less
protective federal rights. Has more to
do with taking away privacy rights
than helping crime victims. The Ore-
gon constitution and statutes have
established a bill of rights for Orego-
nians that suits their particular needs.
Most of the measure’s provisions
that address the concern of victims
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THE MEASURE WHAT IT WOULD DO

The constitution now provides that laws
for the punishment of crime must be
based on principles of reformation and
not vindictive justice. The measure would
delete that language, and insert language
stating that laws for the punishment of
crime must be based on the following
principles: “Protection of society, person-
al responsibility, accountability for one’s
actions and reformation.”

ARGUMENTS FOR

Will uphold public safety while
making criminals accountable
and responsible. Changes don't
prohibit rehabilitation efforts,
but will expect criminals to take
personal responsibility for their
actions. The U.S. Constitution
protects against cruel and un-
usual punishment, so there
should be no concern over re-
moving existent language.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST

The measure is not needed because it
restates a long-standing interpreta-
tion of the existing constitution. The
language is unclear and while adding
several motivations for punishment
that may be used, raises the question
of whether vindictive justice is an ac-
ceptable motivation for punishment.
The goal of adding criteria for punish-
ment could be better achieved
through statute.
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