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100 signatures needed to put the
tax on a ballot next year. The tax
would pay for police, fire and oth-
er services in Colma, which was
just another farming town until
1914, when neighboring San
Francisco banned public cemeter-
ies because its land was too valu-
able to be handed over to the
dead.

But the plan has already stirred
controversy in a town where the
vast majority of the population is
buried beneath it. The dead, in-
cluding Wyatt Earp, William Ran-
dolph Hearst and Levi Strauss,
outnumber the living roughly
1,000-to-one, and cemeteries oc-
cupy three-quarters of the town's
2.2 square miles.

“The idea of raiding the general
fund that maintains a cemetery is
sacrilege,” said Steve Doukas,
general manager of Greek Ortho-
dox Memorial Park and Green-
lawn Memorial Park.

Not to mention illegal. Doukas,
who chairs the state’s cemetery
board, said state law protects
cemeteries from assessments, “'If

the petition passes, it would be in
court immediately,” he said.

Still, Simcox persists. What
angers him most is that cemetery
owners, while avoiding local tax-
es, have been the harshest critics
of a proposed poker room that
could be a windfall for Colma,
population 1,000.

A 43-table card room, approved
by voters in May, remains un-
built, and legal appeals will prob- |
ably further delay or even block
the project, Simcox said. He fig-
ures the gambling hall could bring
the city $8 million a year.

As for the grave tax, the town’s
16 cemeteries would suffer, -
Doukas said, and would have l
trouble keeping lawns mowed
and fertilized, and private roads
maintained.

But Doukas said voter approval
is unlikely.

"“This is a town built by ceme-
teries,” he said. “They’ve created [
a nice, safe environment for fami- [
lies, areas for people to walk
through, to bike through, where
children can feed the ducks.”
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WHEN & WHERE.

October 3, 7:30pm
McDonald Theatre

WHAT.
Cardmembers get two compli-
mentary passes to a pre-release |
screening of 20th Century Fox's
blockbuster that thing you do.

HOW.

EXCLUSIVELY FOR AMERICAN EXPRESS* CAROMEMBERS.

Just bring the American Express®
Card or Optima® Card and your
student ID to the location listed
below to pick up your passes.
NOW.
If you're not yet a Cardmember
and would like to take part in
our exclusive previews, it's easy
to apply for the Card. Just call
1-800-942-AMEX, ext. 4114,
MORE TO COME.
that thing you do is one in a |
series of five major motion pic- .
tures to be previewed on your
campus this year, compliments of |
American Express. '

PICK UP YOUR TICKETS HERE.

UNIvERSITY BOOKSTORE
October 3
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