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City Council approves new pedestrian and bicycle bridge design 
■ SPAN: The council decided 
to go ahead with a suspension 
design over the Willamette 

By Jennifer Schmitt 
Community Editor 

In an effort to speed up the Ferry 
Street Bridge Project, the City 
Council approved the new bicy- 
cle-pedestrian bridge design. 

Last night the council unani- 
mously approved the suspension 
bridge design recommended by 
the Ferry Street Bridge Corridor 
Project committee. 

Councilor Barbara Keller said 
the suspension bridge design was 

the best choice for the new bicycle 
bridge because of the shape but 
also because “the other lines are 

vertical and not confusing". 
After more than 10 years of 

preparation, a major three-year 
project to improve and preserve 
the Ferry Street Bridge Corridor is 
moving into high gear. 

Concern that federal funds may be 
retracted caused the project deci- 
sions to move forward more rapid- 
ly- 

“The money is in place, provid- 
ed we can get the project out and 
going,” said Tom Larsen, project 
manager. 

Approximately 80 percent of 
the Ferry Street Bridge enhance- 
ment project is being funded by a 

$23.7 million grant from the feder- 
al government. The money from 
the grant can only be used for 
transportation improvements in 
the Ferry Street Bridge Corridor. 
The remaining 20 percent of the 
costs will be provided through the 
Lane County Road Fund and city 
of Eugene transportation funds. 

While no new lanes are being 
added to the corridor, the one-mile 
stretch will undergo multiple safe- 
ty enhancements in three main ar- 

eas that are bridge preservation 

BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE CHOSEN BY CITY COUNCIL 

Suspension 

ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS FOR BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

Tied Arch 

Cable Stayed 

Stress Ribbon 

■ SUSPENSION: This classic design 
involves suspending long bridge 
spans to tall towers. One problem 
would be the large amount of over- 
head structure that would compete vi- 
sually with the Ferry Street Bridge. 

■ TIED ARCH: This design is similar 
to the arch shape of the Ferry Street 
Bridge. Temporary piers necessary 
during construction would add to the 
construction costs and environmental 
impact. 

■ CABLE STAYED: This modem form 
uses a direct connection from the 
supporting towers to the deck using a 
thin cable. The towers would be set in 
the existing tree line and would be the 
same height as the highest point on 
the Ferry Street Bridge. 
■ STRESS RIBBON: This is the most 
modern form of suspension bridges. 
While noiowers are needed to sup- 
port the cables, the bridge will require 
anchoring well into Alton Baker Park. 
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and enhancement, construction of 
a new bicycle-pedestrian bridge 
and enhancement in the corridor. 

The project is still in the design 
stages but preparations are being 
made to begin construction in 
1997. 

“A consultant has been hired 
and is working on the actual de- 
tailed design,” Larsen said. “We 
are looking to start construction in 
late spring or early summer.” 

A new bicycle-pedestrian bridge 
will be constructed during the first 
phase of construction. The new 

bridge will connect the existing 

bike path on the south side of the 
river between the Ferry Street 
Bridge and the EWEB Plaza to the 
path on the north side of the river 
near the pond in Alton Baker Park. 

“Right now whenever a recre- 

ational user wants to cross over the 
river they have to use the bridge 
that all the cars use,” Larsen said. 
“This new bridge is strictly for 
non-automobile traffic including 
roller bladers and skateboarders.” 

Criteria considered in the design 
of the new bridge included the 
scale of the bicycle bridge in com- 

parison to the Ferry Street Bridge, 

the bridge’s individual landmark 
identity, the environmental im- 
pacts, and available waysides for 
viewing and emergency stops. 

The first phase of construction 
will include widening the side- 
walks on both sides of the bridge 
and painting the structure, as well 
as seismic retrofitting. 

The seismic retrofitting process 
will be used to strengthen the 
bridge so that it is more capable of 
withstanding earthquakes. The 
retrofitting will include strength- 
ening the connections between the 
three concrete piers and the two 

steel trusses that form the main 
span of the bridge. 

The second phase of the con- 

struction project will include im- 
provements to the on- and off- 
ramps on the south side of the 
corridor and improvements to 
sidewalks and landscaping on East 
Broadway. 

Installing new traffic signals on 

the north side of the river and 
adding a new connecting street 
near 1-105 will be some of the im- 
provements in the final phase. 

“The work on the streets will be 
phased through two construction 

mm ortmuN/cmeraio 

fit- 
Right now whenever a recreational 
user wants to cross over the river they 
have to use the bridge that all the cars 

use. 

—Tom Larsen 
Project manager 

99 
seasons so that we won’t have to close off 

both sections at the same time,” Lrsen said. 
“We hope to be done by the year 2000.” 

take Kaplan and get 
into the right school. 

Personalized, 
computerized study 

plans, tailored to your 
individual needs. 

Highly trained, 
expert teachers who 

know the tests 
inside and out 
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guaranteed 
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Luckily you can still 

sign up for all this 

great stuff from AT&T. 

Customers pay separate telephone charges to reach the service ©1996 AT&T 

Surviving in college is tough enough, right? That’s 

why we’ve designed a package to make things 
easier. Choose A'l&T and l<x>k at all you can get: 

ATCST True Reach* Savings 
Save 25% on every kind of U.S. call 
on your AT&T phone bill when you 
spend just $25 a month.' 

VI & I Irue Rewards* 
Get savings at Sam Goody/Musicland, 
TCBY “Treats” and BLOCKBUSTER 
VIDEO with the Member Benefit Card. 

AI&I Universal MasterCard® 
A credit, cash and calling card that 

brings you discounts on USAir. And 
no annual fee-ever.2 

AI&T Wtrld.Ner Service 
Get 5 free hours of Internet access 

every month just for having AT&T 

long distance.3 

To sign up, look for us on campus or call 

1 800 654-0471 

AT&T 
Your True Choice 

http://wwwatt.com/college 


