
Student government affects pocketbooks 
■ LEADERSHIP: The ASUO 
governs the student body 
with students in both elected 
and appointed positions 
By Carl Yeh 
for the Oregon Daily Emerald 

Decorating the cafeteria for the 
prom is not what the student gov- 
ernment does at the University of 
Oregon. 

The student-body government 
at the University is called the As- 
sociated Students of the Univer- 
sity of Oregon. It is composed of 
three major groups: the Execu- 
tive, the Senate and programs, 
which includes over 60 student 
groups. 

So if prom decoration is not on 

the agenda, what does student 
government at the college level 
do? 

"We spend your money," said 
ASUO Senate President James 
Boyd. "We allocate incidental 
fees, which are taxes charged to 
every student as part of their tu- 
ition." 

The amount of money these 
students control is no small 
amount, Boyd said. 

"This year's incidental fee is 
about $137 [a person],” he said. 
“That means the Senate allocates 
approximately $5.8 million every 
year." 

Meanwhile, the Executive has 
a myriad of roles. 

"Every position on the Execu- 
tive has a different focus, 
whether it be the environmental 

advocate 
working 
with envi- 
ronmental 
student 
groups to 
create a 

more sus- 

tainable 
university 
or the Fed- 
eral Affairs 
Coordinator 

SCOTTEN 

lobbying to save federal financial 
aid programs," ASUO President 
Matthew Scotten said. 

Both the Senate and the Execu- 
tive also work with University 
administrators on projects to im- 
prove the University. 

"Our primary goal is to create a 

better environment for students 
on campus," Scotten said. 

The Senate is made up of elect- 
ed students. 

"The Senate is an 18-member 
body composed of nine academ- 
ic senators and nine finance sen- 

ators," Boyd said. "They were 

elected early spring quarter by 
UO students." 

Meanwhile, the Executive is 
made up of both elected and ap- 
pointed students. 

"The ASUO Executive is com- 

posed of elected and appointed 
students who represent UO stu- 
dents to the administration, the 
community and the state and fed- 
eral governments," Scotten said. 

Even though many positions in 
the Executive and Senate have 

been filled, students can still get 
involved in their government as 

f 
interns or just as concerned stu- 
dents. 

"There is an internship for 
everyone," said Scotten, who en- 

courages students to enter the 
ASUO office and talk to the staff. 
Interns have the opportunity to 
work closely with Executive 
members. 

"We’ve worked really hard 
this summer to expand credit op- 
tions for interns,” he said. “As an 

intern, you can pick and choose 
the issues you want to work on." 

Those interested in the Senate 
can attend Senate meetings and 
talk to ASUO Senators during 
their office hours. Senate meet- 
ings are held every Wednesday at 
7 p.m. in the EMU Boardroom. 

"Students should come just to 
be aware of how your fees are be- 
ing allocated and to make-your 
representatives responsible by 
giving your input to them,” Boyd 
said. 

Boyd explained that one of the 
best reasons to get involved with 
student government is to help 
control how much money is 
spent and where it is allocated. 

"Too often students are un- 

aware of our purpose and the im- 
pact we have on their pocket- 
books,” he said. “By being silent, 
certain special interests have 
been allowed to have too much 
influence in student government 
and therefore cause unacceptable 
increases in the incidental fee." 

ASUO fosters student government participation 
By Shu-fen Hsu 
for the Oregon Daily Emerald 

New students who were in- 
volved in student government in 
high school or at other colleges 
may have some idea what the As- 
sociated Students of the Univer- 
sity of Oregon is like. 

The ASUO is a network of 
agencies, activities and programs 
designed to serve student needs 
and interests. Its purpose is to 

give students the opportunity to 

plan and direct their own pro- 
grams, to become involved with 
every aspect of University life 
and to influence the decisions 
that affect the quality of educa- 
tion and student life at the Uni- 
versity. All students who pay in- 

cidental fees — all registered stu- 
dents — are members of the 
ASUO. 

ASUO provides funding for 120 
programs, ranging from ethnic 
student unions to publications, 
from environmental organizations 
to service associations. These pro- 
grams do everything from skiing 
to picketing, from children ser- 

vices to campus radio. 
The Summer 1996 issue of the 

ASUO newsletter reported the 
University was selected as the 
top-ranked school in student ac- 

tivism by Mother Jones magazine. 
ASUO will sponsor the 1996 

New Students Welcome at Mac 
Court on Sep. 29 as a way to intro- 
duce new students to what the 

ASUO does. In October, the 
ASUO will sponsor a Programs 
Fair on the second floor of the 
EMU to share information about 
ASUO programs. ASUO Presi- 
dent Matthew Scotten and Vice 
President Glen Banfield will give 
introductory speeches. The fair 
will also host games and live mu- 

sic. 
“In addition, [getting] an in- 

ternship is a good way for stu- 
dents to get involved with stu- 
dent government, as a bridge 
between students and adminis- 
trators,” Outreach Director Glen- 
da Marshall said. “ASUO offers 
two credits and chances in vari- 
ous aspects for students to do 
whatever they want.” 

Specializing in: 

HOMEMADE PIZZA AND ITALIAN FOOD 

PIZZA 

CALZONE 

SANDWICHES 

SALADS 

FREE DELIVERY 
Monday-Thursday 

11:30-10:00 

Friday 11:30-11:00 

Saturday 12:00-11:00 

Sunday 4:00-10:00 

• Tuesday 
All the Spaghetti & Garlic 
Bread You Can Eat $2.99 

484-0996 • 2673 Willamette 
(Next to Black Forest Tavern) 

LASAGNA 

RAVIOLI f 1 
MANICOTTI 

FETTUCINE 

AN OPPORTUNITY! 
Class not in Fall Schedule: 

Intermediate Danish 
DANE 399 04 credits 

MUWF 14:00 
CRN 16594 

Interested in an “exotic" non-lndoeuropean language? Try: 
Finnish 

FINN 199 04 credits 
MUWF 14:00 
CRN 12735 

“33 years of Quality Service" 
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Volkswagen • Audi 

GERMAN 
AUTO SERVICE, INC. 

I6trm*n Auto Service! 
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342-2912 2025 Franklin Blvd. 

Eugene, Oregon, 97402 

m 

TAGHeuer 
SWISS MADE SINCE 1860 

The S/el Series. 
Water-resistant to 

200 meters. 

Since 1022 • Motor American Gob Society 
1027 Willamette St. • 345-0354 
Valley River Center • 342-4496 


