EDITORIAL

Paid signature-gathering erodes initiative process

re you a registered voter in the State
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™ OUR OPINION: of Oregont”
Paying people to Just think if you had a dollar for
exvand petition every time you heard that.

: gl Now just think that some petitioners receive as
lists does not foster  myuch as $3 each time you sign.
democracy This kind of payment for signature-gathering

hurts the initiative process in a number of ways.
First, the process is opened up to fraud. The

COHIACI US state attorney general’s office has already subpoe-

What do you think? naed as many as 20 people to appear before the
Write us a letter grand jury regarding potential fraud, according to
expressing your opin-  Jast Fhursday’s Oregonian.

ion or E-mail us at Fifty-eight people tried to register to vote.
ode@oregon.uore- Members of the group were living in a hotel and
gon.edu listed their mailing address as Affinity Commu-
Letters to the editor nications, a Salem petition circulator. False

must be limited to N0 swearing of residency is a felony. Secretary of
more than 250

State Phil Keisling said he feels that
fraud of this kind is widespread.
However, he stated that all valid
signatures will count, even if they
were obtained fraudulently.
Secondly, the cost of getting an

—

words, legible, signed
and the identification
of the writer must be
verified when the let-
ter is submitted.

The Emerald reserves  initiative on the ballot will contin-
the right to edit any ue to rise as demands increase for

letter for length or higher payment in return for signa-
style. tures. What was once a truly grass-

roots endeavor has fallen to those
with enough cash to get something on
the ballot.

With so much money being handed out for
each signature, some signature-gatherers have
begun to load up on petitions. It would be nice to
think these people truly care about each one of
the issues. However, that is hard to believe when
some are unable to expand upon the synopsis of
the issue written at the top of the petition.

Not only that, but many petitioners have begun
to use more aggressive tactics to get your signa-
ture. These tactics may force people to avoid sig-
nature-gatherers, defeating the purpose of the
initiative process altogether.

All of this is disheartening. Especially when
the ballot continues to grow in length. If all the
gathered signatures turn out to be valid, there
will be 25 statewide measures. This will be the
longest ballot this state has voted on in 82 years.
How many of those signatures were obtained
fraudulently?

Citizens have a right to participate in the
democratic process. That right should not be
manipulated or swayed by those with money.
Paying signature-gatherers disheartens voters,
ultimately forcing them out of the initiative
process.

This editorial represents the opinion of the
Emerald editorial board.
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How do you feel about petitioners being paid

“I don’t believe they
should be paid. It
seems that they
aren't really interest-
ed in what the peti-
tion is about. It's not
because they care
about the issug, it's
because they are get-
ting paid.”

Deanne Ogawa

Junior

“There should be
some sort of limit set
to how much a peti-
tioner can be paid.
Keep it at a grass-
roots level so the
amount of money the
petitioner is getting
doesn't overshadow
the issue.”

Jake Weber

Junior
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Should profits made from
the Promise Keepers’
rental of Autzen Stadium
go toward anti-
discrimination
programming at the
University? Let us know.

measures.

In 1902, the Oregon electorate
overwhelmingly approved a
ballot measure that enabled the
initiative and referendum,a =~ |
system of direct legislationby = |
the people. Adoption of these
popular legislative tools put
Oregon in the vanguard of
progressive and enlightened
politics, enabling the people to
propose new laws or change the
State Constitution through a
general election ballot measure.

This November, if all signatures
that have been collected are
valid, voters will decide on 25
different measures. The last time
the ballot was bigger was in
1914 when voters faced 29

Initiative promoters must obtain,
97,681 valid signatures to make
a constitutional amendment and
73,261 to change a statute.

“That really bugs me
because they [peti-
tioners] will give you
one thing to sign
then underneath they
have 10 other things
to sign. Some people
are doing it for the
cause but most of the
people who ask me
to sign are doing it
for the money.”
Tony Hall
Sophomore

Source: 1995-96 Oregon Biue Book
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“I don’t necessarily
think they should be
paid. If they really
care about the cause,
they should do it on
their own.”

Wendee Sakumoto

Freshman
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